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Anecdotes of Famous Persons

One- Objectives

After learning the unit, the students will be able to

1. know some anecdotes of famous persons and their active attitudes towards life;

2. grasp the main ideas of Text A, Text B and Text C;

3. master the key words, expressions and useful sentence patterns.

0- Procedures

Teaching Tasks

Warm-up; study of new words, phrases and expressions in Text A; back-

1st Period ground information

2nd Period Detailed study of Text A

3rd Period Detailed study of Text A

4th Period Text A exercises

5th Period Text A exercises; Text B (fast reading)
Independent Study Text C and its exercises

1 s
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hree TextA
Charlie Chaplin

—. EE40iR ( Background Information )

1. McCarthyism

McCarthyism is the politically motivated practice of making accusations of disloyalty,
subversion, or treason without proper regard for evidence. The term specifically describes
activities associated with the period in the United States known as the Second Red Scare,
lasting roughly from the late 1940s to the late 1950s and characterized by heightened fears

of communist influence on American institutions and espionage by Soviet agents.

2. The Circus

The Circus is a 1928 silent film which finds Charlie Chaplin’s Little Tramp character be-
ing chased by a police officer, having been mistaken for a pickpocket. When Little Tramp
runs into the circus’ main tent in an attempt to escape the law, the patrons there mistake his
fleeing for part of the act—and the best part! Recognizing potential profit, the ringmaster
hires him, but discovers that Little Tramp can only be fun unintentionally, not on purpose.

3. City Lights

City Lights, in 1931, was Charlie Chaplin’s first non-silent film. City Lights is a fas-
cinating blend of comedy, satire and pathos. Charlie portrays his world-famous tramp
clown, who happens upon a blind flower girl. That role was beautifully played by Vir-
ginia Cherrill. At first he doesn’t realize the girl is blind. The rest of the film is about his

efforts to raise enough money to pay for an operation to restore her sight.

4. Modern Times

Modern Times is a 1936 American comedy film by Charlie Chaplin that has his
iconic Little Tramp character struggling to survive in the modern, industrialized world.
The film is 2 comment on the desperate employment and fiscal conditions many people
faced during the Great Depression, conditions created, in Chaplin’s view, by the efficien-

cies of modern industrialization.
5. The Great Dictator

One of the greatest satires ever filmed and Chaplin’s most fully realized comedy.
A comedy blend of the usual Chaplin slapstick and pathos along with a very effective
social and political commentary. Charlie is Adenoid Hynckle, dictator of an only slightly

I 2
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fictional country of Tomania. He also plays a Jewish ghetto barber. Both are played with
such impeccable accuracy that to distinguish between them is extremely easy. The film
revealed Hitler’s evil attempt to control the world, and earned Chaplin Oscar nomina-
tions for Best Picture, Original Screenplay and Best Actor.

6. Limelight

Limelight is a 1952 comedy-drama film. The movie is set in London in 1914, on the
eve of World War [. 1914 was the year Chaplin made his first movie. Calvero (Charles
Chaplin), once a famous stage clown but now a washed-up drunk, saves a young dancer,
Thereza Ambrose, alias Terry (Claire Bloom), from suicide. Nursing her back to health,
Calvero helps Terry regain her self-esteem and resume her dancing career. The story
of an older man and a younger woman falling in love and inspiring each other’s lives
closely mirrored Chaplin’s marriage to Oona O’Neill, and other relationships in his life.

In 1972, the film was given a wide U.S. release and honored at the Academy Awards.

Z. BR3i¥f# ( Detailed Study of the Text )

1. (LL. 2~3) Despite the turmoil in his private life, Charlie went on and made a film
called The Circus.
despite: in spite of R
Examples: Despite her beauty, she lacks self-confidence.
mERRESE, HERE A,
Despite its many obvious advantages, the car is not without problems.
REBXFATFZHBMER, BREEUARKAME,
turmoil: a state of confusion, excitement, and trouble
Example: The country is in complete turmoil.
ENMERBA—FRELZ P,
2. (LL. 4~5) The moment The Circus was completed, he launched into making City
Lights.
the moment: as soon as ——-++-+++ 5t
Examples: The moment we get the tickets, we’ll send them to you.
HM—EBFEHIRALBHAT%
The moment he closed his eyes, he fell asleep.
f—SIREEE T .
launch into: to begin eagerly, forcefully, etc. ( FRAE S1#1) FFiE (HHBA)
Example: He launched into a long speech about the dangers of taking drugs.
IUBA R U (PSSR E T X Sacdiin =R AL
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3. (LL. 9~10) America had become affected by a kind of madness, an obsessive fear

and hatred of communism. Charlie became a victim of this persecution.
obsessive: thinking about something or someone too much or in a way that is not
normal [ Y48, SCOEHTE | 4 (BIAEFRE) M
Examples: an obsessive need for excitement
— RO R BE AR R
She’s becoming obsessive about hygiene.
i I GRS A T RE
affect: to make someone feel strong emotions {#i%: A 7= 4 58 ZU A E
Example: We were all deeply affected by the news of her death.
i AT SR T AR GRS
victim: someone who has been attacked, robbed, or murdered % E#
Examples: 2 war victim
32 EE
an earthquake victim
HEK R
Many small businesses have fallen victim to the current economic crisis.
WE/NEIL EE RN LRI E TN Z ES .
persecution: cruel treatment of someone, especially because of their religious or
political beliefs 8 %
Example: Many Jews died during their persecution by the Nazis.
e 2 908 E BIRIF 2 R AFEA:

. (LL. 14~16) America’s anti-communist emotions had found a new and more lunatic

voice. On his way to London for its premiere, the US Attorney General had forbid-
den Chaplin’s re-entry to the United States. He was in exile.
lunatic: crazy IR, FITHY
Example: lunatic behavior
POERITT N
premiere: the first public performance of a film or play
Example: Spielberg’s new movie gets its world premiere tonight.
W BRSBTS e AT 2 R R
forbid: to keep from doing sth. 2% |-
Examples: The law strictly forbids racial or sexual discrimination.
XTI R A R e el e SRR
Forbidden City
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Seak i
forbidden fruit
R
exile: a situation in which someone is forced to leave his own country to live in an-
other country, especially for political reasons T
Examples: Some of her best works were written while she was in exile.
Y — SE IR S M SR 2R T B Y
The artist was sent into exile to a remote village in the north.
AR AR BBOE B 7 B — M B FE
- (LL. 17~18) He was received warmly in London and hailed as a genius. In the US,
the vicious attacks continued, Charlie couldn’t go back, and the family left for Swit-
zerland.
hail...as: [often passive % FH# 35 % ] to describe someone or something as being
very good -+« 24
Examples: His first film was immediately hailed as a masterpiece.
A2 — AR e AR TR B o — BN .
The discovery was hailed as a big step forward in medical science.
X— RIS MR E R — KR,
vicious: evil JEH K
Example: vicious attack/rumor/crime/person, etc.
BEHIGE /185 /05 N%
- (IL. 21~22) Even if America had denounced Charlie, he had his family—and the ac-
claim of the rest of the world.
denounce: to express strong disapproval of someone or something, especially in
public 5%, ¥, FF
Example: denounce an aggressive war/terrorism
HETTIRIG RS / R L
acclaim: praise for a person or one’s achievements %% , B
Example: Einstein’s achievements earned him the acclaim of the entire scientific
community.
ZNOR B R B MRS TR RI2E R,
- (L. 23) Now America opened its arms to Charlie once more and he was showered
with awards.
shower...with: to give... a lot of things K&K oo id

Examples: The dancer was showered with praise.
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AR SR BT R A S PR,
The branches of the trees showered me with snow.

Wi E TSRS L.

8. (LL. 26~27) After a life of incredibly hard work, of great triumphs and great sor-

10.

rows and trials, Charlie seemed to have entered a golden time.
incredibly: extremely F4#y, s, JEFHE
Example: I've been incredibly busy this week.
Boax — R T ig AL,
triumph: accomplishment, achievement, victory 5{EL, BIh
Example: They held a party to celebrate their election triumph.
AT 12T R S IR IR HE R

. (L. 29) Christmas Eve, 1977, came and the house was brimming with children and

grandchildren.
brim with: be very full of something 7&ifj, 1 i
Examples: Mary’s eyes brimmed with tears.
M AIHELRE
Tom was brimming with confidence.
WlsEw B,
(LL. 34~35) It was a good day for someone who had given so much laughter and en-
couragement to the world to slip away.
slip away: to die iffiftt, %1
Example: He slipped away calmly at the age of 78.
fb7E 78 B RS- Bt

=. &3JZ&XE (Key to Exercises )

‘ﬁ Comprehension

I.

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1.C 2.B 3D 4.C 5.C

. Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. She was the daughter of the great American playwright, Eugene O’Neill. She was
17 years old when she and Charlie got married in 1942.

2. It’s the story of an aging music hall performer and the young girl he helps to suc-
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ceed. Into it Charlie put his memories of the London and the theatrical life he

had known as a boy.

3. Because McCarthy and his henchmen were discovered that they had been faking
evidence.

4. He was knighted by Queen Elizabeth 1II.

5. He worked hard, and went through great triumphs and great sorrows and trials.

He gave much laughter and encouragement to the world.

ﬁ Vocabulary

I. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below, changing the
form if necessary.

1. forbade 2. slipped away 3. geniuses 4. victims 5. faked
6. affected 7. launched into 8. hailedas 9. exile 10. showered with

V. Complete each of the following sentences with an appropriate word derived
from the word given.

1. theatrical 2. emotional 3. triumphant 4. aged 5. encouragement
6. hatred 7. performer 8. laughter 9. incredibly 10. settlement

= Structure

V. Study the model and complete the following sentences by translating the
Chinese into English using despite.
1. Despite all his shortcomings
2. Despite the high expenses
3. Despite these alarming statistics
4. Despite the serious damage caused by the flood

5. Despite the development in automation

V1. Cloze

1.C 2.B 3D 4C 5B 6A 7.C 8D 9.D 10.C
11.C 12.B 13.A 14.D 15.B 16.A 17.B 18.D 19.A 20.C

VI. Error Correction

1. nothing — everything 2. because — although

3. nineteen — nineteenth 4. that — what

7 I
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5. and — ar 6. like — as
7. complicated — simple 8. consisted 5/l of
9. that — which 10. not — /

«# Translation

VH. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. It was one of the most vicious crimes of last century, and Charlie became a victim
of McCarthyism.

2. The local politicians faked the truth of the incident to win votes.

3. A great number of German scientists were in exile abroad, and many of them
settled in the United States for the rest of their lives.

4. Although Chaplin was by no means rich, his performing career provided his fam-
ily with a comfortable living.

5. Science and technology change our life every day, and a lot of energy resources

can be replaced by others.

IX. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

LXBERMNE (FHEEE), EHR - FEERE RITHEAMMWA B —ER
TR RN E, MEZRPBATHEENATHOCEIMAMES

2.1975 4, #ifEfh 86 A HAIS , FHEH “ILEFHRKR” M2 —HEH, gL
EH A i B

3.~ RE AT TAE . BUS R SR E T A, (AP A T AR
LT A

4. FENEEBLEAMACHEBRE, LEMTBOTE, DIEMMEEs = 57 RE B AR
W B R Z A

5. M — {8 S AR RMLZ ZEOUCKMBPHINT S, XK iR
3 S S RS

M. E3XFiF ( Text Translation )

AR - LR

1924 £ 11 H, &  SHMRBLEAERIE BEIE, IKRBHESE -
K—FE, BRAHBK, mANAEFBHXE, A4 2RE, HETERL (5%



