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PREFACE

Fr

il

Forward thinking Architects' reinvention of the shopping mall typology
is directed at those developers who understand and are prepared to

positively engage with the diverse requirements of the coming of age Y

Generation”.

"Legacy" design strategies employed by traditional mall designers all

over the world are either redundant or too inflexible. Design strategies
developed for the 1970's out-of-town shopping mall have not evolved
sufficiently to meet the needs of a new generation that has very different

needs and aspirations from their parents.

The lifestyle, the shopping and entertainment requirements of a
generation whose median age is now 16 is changing the future of the
mall as we know it. The tech-savvy youth of today considers itself a part
of a modern social network; the older generations were more family-
oriented. This shift in the social dynamics should be reflected in the
environments we design. Modern architecture should embrace the
factors that are driving the change; it should have a mind-set that Is
aligned with the views of the Y Generation and the developers who are

thinking outside the box.

Generation Y is consumed by entertainment in the broadest sense of
the term. Implementing a 12-hour/24-hour multi-layered architecture
that breaks the confines of the traditional shopping mall-box supports
the "working-to-live" members of the most consumption-orientated
generation in history. Such an approach to architecture is the future. The
idea is to link shopping and entertainment to implement and improve
the conviviality, vitality and sustainability of the traditional high street.
Consequently the mall-box must dissolve, and turn into a permeable,
porous network of spaces, with the urban landscape interwoven with

the exterior and the interior of the retail spaces.

The Arcade of the 19th century Paris was the first retail typology that
transformed the street into a place of social interaction; it was the
domain of the flaneur. The aspiration was similar to that of, today's
retail-space architecture. The deliberately ambiguous relationship
between interior and exterior dissolved the boundary between public
and private realm, and eliminated the pedestrian's concern of crossing
a threshold.

The dissimilarity lies in the pace of today's world if in the 19th century’'s
context "it was considered elegant to take a tortoise out walking”,
the tempo of today's "flaneur” is much more accelerated and much
more target-oriented. The available time is scarce, and shopping itself
is available through many other means. Following the trajectory of
different 12h/24h retail terraces and pathways of a modern mall offers a

dynamic experience that the Generation Y craves for. .

As a consequence, the challenge is not only about dissolving physical
barriers in order to create a transparent and fluid urban environment,
but also about improving the social and educational consistency of the

pedestrian street culture.

Conscious Architects across Asia are responding to these compelling
challenges and helping developers rethink the mall business model
that is being driven by a generation of new customers who, In turn, are
engendering a profound social change. Thinking out of the box means
creating a dynamic and unusual configuration of space that offers the

opportunity to experience unexpected new activities.

Stephen Pimbley & Kamilla Csegzi, Spark Architects
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The design of shopping malls is the most challenging and specialized
trades In architecture. A good retail project reflects the life style of
a generation and the preferences of the most important part of a

shopping center: The visitor.

This book aims to give an overview over current trends in retail design
and the interpretation of the theme by some of the worlds most

renowned architects' offices.

The projects presented here have been carefully chosen since they all
show innovative approaches to the challenges of shopping venues.
This challenge might be either the facade which typically allows little

openings in order to be able to control the light. It might be the interior

circulation and here especially the linking of floors and connection
to the upper floors. Or it could be the integration of the large scale
structure Into an urban fabric. In the best case a design of course
covers all this and also creates great interior spaces which in the end

make a shopping destination successful.

The architectural solutions shown are very divers — not only do they
express the design philosophy of each distinguished designer but they
also react to the place they are build in: they reflect local idiosyncrasies
and materials as well as weather conditions when the link to outdoor
spaces Is observed. But even if they vary greatly in interior expression
they have all in common that they were successful in providing a
sensible and coherent interior space — and ultimately a great place to

be for shopping and leisure.

The retail trends of recent years show that the visitors of a mall are
iIncreasingly demanding. To attract the consumers which shall fill the
building it is not only necessary to provide a good retail mix with known
brands as well as a convenient access and parking. The mall of today
needs to be a brand by itself — the architectural space becomes an
object of identification as much as the goods on offer. The place to
shop is part of the individual presence and image. Since shopping
became more than a singular activity and is now part of a lifestyle,
the shopping mall becomes the stage to see and be seen. It is the
backdrop of the documentation of status and place to spend the leisure
time on a chosen level. Admittedly it is not only the architecture but also
the program activities and "software" which contribute to a successful
iImage. But the stage for the event need to be set and the operations
carefully considered if a new shopping center wants to be a success.
Coming to the programming of malls the trend is clear: Food is a more
and more dominating factor in malls now — not only In Asia but also
iIncreasingly in Europe and America. This trend is in some respect a
salute to history - the "Galleria” or "Arcade" as the predecessor of the
mall was not much more than the covering of a street to protect the
shops and restaurants from weather. The modern shopping center is
looking back to bring the street life into the mall. The shopping venture
of the future has to offer a lot and must be able to react to changing
demands and style. The examples we present in this book will show

how this can be achieved with great skill.

Axel Korn — Korn Architects
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