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Guide to the Use of the Dictionary

1. This dictionary is designed for the teachers who teach
Chinese to foreigners and the foreigners with intermediate Chinese
proficiency as well as the teachers and students from the
departments of Chinese language in the Universities of China.

2. The dictionary contains altogether 641 synonym function
words in 402 groups.

3. Based on the practice of Teaching Chinese to Foreigners, this
dictionary takes in the synonym function words which are often
confused by foreigners. The words contained are mainly within the
limits of the vocabulary set by “Chinese Teaching Program for Foreign
Students in Institutions of Higher Learning”. Meanwhile, considering
requirements, some supplements are made, and a few synonym
notional words with nearly empty meaning are also taken in.

4. The synonym function words in each group are not
explained respectively. The similarity of these words is broadly
described first; then the difference among those words is analyzed
and compared, attaching much importance to the different
discriminations and analyses. Great attention .is paid to explain
whether they can be substituted, point out the conditions under
which they can or cannot be substituted, and whether there are
the meaning changes after being substituted.

5. The differences in the synonym function words are
discriminated and analyzed in following order: the differentiation
of similar meaning goes first, then the differentiation of

structures follows, and at last the differentiation of different

Y



meaning is given,

6. The difficulty of the explaining language is strictly
controlled and the explanations are limited to common words,
simple sentences and commonly-used essential terms, avoiding too
specialized academic terminology. The explanation words in this
dictionary are about 1350, of which the primary and intermediate
ones account for approximately 87%. The Chinese characters for
explanation are about 1700, of which the primary and
intermediate ones approximately compose 94 %.

7. Endeavour is given to provide practical, standard and easy
examples, which aim at and explain the usage of the words. The
words used in illustrative sentences are about 3800, of which the
primary and intermediate ones take about 71%. The Chinese
characters also used are about 1980, of which the primary and
intermediate ones take approximately 88 %.

8. The synonym words in each illustrative sentence are
underlined “W”. Other words with similar meaning in the same
group are listed in the brackets after the illustrative sentence. A
tick (/) after the words indicates that the synonym word can be
substituted with the words provided, while a cross (x) indicates
that it cannot. For instance, BRI A EIZK LRI, EAXAEF
MBI . CRSRy B IR LA LBk 2%, BA M R AT
(R B>

9. The entries in the dictionary are arranged in althabetical
order.

There is a list of synonymous groups before the text of the
dictionary and a list of synonyms at the end of the dictionary as

appendix.
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