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1. The readers

This set of textbooks aims mainly at university students who study Chinese in,
European countries. They are also suitable for classroom teaching and self-studies

for other adult foreign students who learn Chinese overseas.

2. The special features of the textbooks

(1) The textbooks enables students to grasp the most basic and practical spoken
sentences. ’

(2) The content and the length of the teaching materials are close to European
universities’ teaching schedule of foreign languages. The textbooks are designed for
two academic years (about 4 hours per week) of classroom teaching.

(3) The content and situational background of the teaching materials are
designed with the consideration of the native environment of European students.

(4) The teaching of phonetics, grammar and vocabulary are designed to meet
the needs and constraints of the students. For example, pinyin (the phonetic scripts)
and English translation are used as a helping device to a fuller extent. At same time,
various means in page layout help students to be less dependent on pinyin and
translation.

(5) New words taught in the textbooks are designed to cover the majority of the
vocabulary in New HSK (Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi) from Level 1 to Level 4.

3. The content and layout of the textbooks

(1) The complete set of textbooks consists of four volumes with fourteen
lessons in each volume. Every volume has a student’ s workbook on Chinese
characters as well as CD.

(2) Each lesson consists of four parts: Text, New words, Grammar (Phonetics)
and Exercise.

(3) The texts consist of dialogues and passages with daily life as the
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background.

(4) The exercise section of the textbooks focuses on the practice of basic
pronunciation and conversational sentences. It also includes grammar, listening as
well as reading exercise.

(5) The workbooks on Chinese character provide students with exercise of copy
writing, classification of radicals, constructing characters with the components,
forming up words with characters, as well as filling blanks in a passage with the
given words.

(6) The exercise section of Book 1 and Book 2 includes poetry reading, tongue

twisters with intention to make the exercise interesting and culturaHy oriented.
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‘) #B NOTES
@ “4& ni” changes to “ni” when it is before syllables with the third tone. (See
“Tones” in this lesson for details) A
@ “ & bu” changes to “bi” when it is before syllables with the fourth tone.
(See Lesson 5 for details)

1. i&PEE  Chinese pinyin

DUERTEMETE, WA, B THEXBHAR, GER SR
B RKEEAME, ABPBEERODGEREEE, RIADGERTRHEER .
EPFEREERGEIS T . DUEBHEEA 261 D548,

Hanyu is the national language of China and it is also named “Zhongwen”.
Due to the vast geographical difference, the pronunciation of Chinese language
varies from dialect to dialect. Chinese language taught in this textbook is also
called “putonghua”, namely “common speech”, which is the standard form of
modern Chinese. The pronunciation of Chinese characters is indicated by 26
Roman alphabets, which are referred to as “pinyin (spelling of sound)”.

(1) DEHEFRRER(FRRETAERER)

Pronunciation of Chinese pinyin letters (in International Phonetic Alphabet)

a b & d e f g h i ] k | m
[A] | [p] | [ts" | [t1 | [v] | [f1 | [kl | [xI [ |[te]l [k [1] | [m]

n o) p q r s t u M X y z

[n] | [o] | [P | [te"l | [a] | [s] | [t] | [ul | [v] | [w] | [¢] | @] | [ts]

OvATohRE SRRKETAFT THES,
v is used to spell borrowed words and words in languages of ethnic minorities as well

as in dialects.

WRIE RS HEMEETAL, LA L 26 B0 A BRI £
According to the manners and positions of articulation, the 26 alphabets are
classified as initials and finals.
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(2) AR, T EHWRIRAE, TEEA 2118,

Initials are consonants. They are at the beginning of a syllable. There are 21

initials in standard Chinese.
2193 el St el IR P ORET0 11T 12 1131714 P15 16217 1 181191 20°]: 21
b et Im - ldtgn ]l laglk | hl| | qglsez Pe~["s"zh [€h Jsh | r

(3) BB FHZ AT RO, B AREE KHGMARE,

Finals are phonetic units after initials. Finals are classified as single finals,
compound finals and nasal finals.

i Bt B
Single finals Compound finals Nasal finals
1 a ai an
2 o} ei ian
3 e ao uan
4 i ou Gan
5 u ; ia en
6 u® : ie in
7 er® : ua un
8 uo an
9 te ang
10 iao ‘ iang
11 iu uang
12 uai ing
13 ’ uei eng
14 ueng
15 ong
16 iong

O Ut B+ BN L F =R,
See Lesson 3 for the spelling rules of U.

Q@ 2 ¥ Fer RRAMANFE LER—ALHF, ARART T, EHLFAEMEX
FiE“bird" e sic” PR E, T RKEE,
The single final er is spelled with two alphabets, but it is a single vowel and it is only
a syllable by itself. The pronunciation of er is similar to that of American English in
“bird” and “sir” with an audible retroflex r at the end of the syllable.

$—i% Lesson 1



