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1. BRITAIN

Britain is an island kingdom off the north-west coast
of Europe. Its official name is the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The island of Great
Britain is divided among Scotland, Wales and England.
The United Kingdom has a land area of 244,000 square
kilometres and a population of meore than 55,000, 000, °

The British are islanders, They speak of - their
country as “our island home”. Indeed, no place in Great
Britain is more than 120 kilometres from the coast and
it has an unusually long coastline. The sea is never far
from Englishmen’s thought,

The capital of Britain is London, the largest city
and seaport of the country. It has a museum with build-
ings and memorials of every period in Britain history.
The West End of London is the country’s main cultural,
entertainment, shopping and tourist centre. In the East
End is the port of London. Here are miles and miles of
docks, and all the works and firms that depend upon
shipping. ,

Britain is a highly industrialized country. Thé great
metal works of Birmingham and the Black Country pro-
duce everything from needles to locomotives. Manchester
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and Leeds are the centres of the cotton and wool indus-
tries while Glasgow and Newcastle are the centres of
the ship-building industry.

NEW WORDS

kingdom ['kindam] #. FH

coastline ['koustlain] n. #E4%

entertainment [ ento'teinmont] =. #2I%

dock [dok] ». 9=k

Birmingham ['ba:minam] #. {HBIEGEERKTH)
locomotive [ louka'moutiv] n. K%L
Manchester ['ment[isto] ». S &I (GEEBT)
Leeds [li:dz] ». F2ZCGEERRT)

Glasgow ['gla:sgou] ». ¥HiHTE (FEERT)
Newcastle ['nju:ka:sl] . 41-R¥r/RCGEEHET)

EXERCISES
I. Choose the best answer:

( ) 1. The United Kingdom is ___ the north-
west of Europe.
a. in b. to
c. for d. off

( ) 2. The United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland is the ___ of the
country.



a. real name b. full name
¢. common name d. old name
( ) 3. The island of Great Britain is divided into

parts.
a. two b. three
c. many d. five

( ) 4. The main cultural centre of the country is
at the ___ of London.

a. port b. East End
¢. museum d. West End

( ) 5. The coastline of Great Britain is quite
a. far b. short
c. long d. more

II. Decide which of the following statements are true

(T) and which are false (F):

( ) 1. The population of the United Kingdom is
over fifty-five million.

( ) 2. Scotland, Wales and England are the three
main parts of the island.

( ) 3. The great metal works of Birmingham and
the Black Country produce everything
except needles and locomotives.

) 4. Englishmen know quite a lot about the sea.
5. Manchester is the centre of heavy industry
in the country.
III. Put in the missing words:



—__ of the first things noticed ___ visitors in
England is the greenness of ‘the land. They then
‘complain, as the British themselves ____ about the
rain that causes it. Never can the British feel
certain ____ tomorrow’s weather; seldom it is the
same in all parts of the country. - one day a
certain place may be white with snow; but half a
day’s journey —___, and one can see trees —__ blos-
som. And sometimes, in one small part of the
country the ____ will change between hot and —___,
o rain and sun three or four ___ in'a day.

a )



2. LOST IN THE FOG

It’s been quite some time since I was last in  Londomn,
but something happened during that visit that I'll remem-
ber as long as I live. . .

London had one of the thickest fogs in years. You
could hardly see your hand in front of your face. Cars
and buses crept along, their lights on and their horrs
blowing furiously. When evening fell, the weather 'got
even worse. The fog:was as thick aspea soup. All traf-
fic came to a standstill. I had an important meeting on
the other side of the town, but it wasimpossible to find
a taxi. I decided to walk, and started out confidently.:

Minutes later I was completely lost. I couldn’t even
find a street sign to know where I was. Then I heard a
voice come out of the fog. “I supposeiyou are lost.Can1
help you?” I could barely see  the young woman ‘who
had spoken to me, but was grateful to find another
person out in the fogi I explained where I wanted to
go, and she said she:knew exactly how to get there. I
was doubtful, but followed her threugh the dark streets.

The city seemed as quiet as a graveyard, and I
remember thinking my guide could be leading me to a
back street where she and some of her friends would rob
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me. But my fears were unfounded. The woman led me
straight to my destination. I was amazed at how well
she had found her way through the fog. “I know this
part of the town quite well,” she explained. “But the
fog — this terrible fog — made it impossible to see
anything,” I said.

“It makes no difference to me if it’s foggy or clear.
You see, I'm blind.”

NEW WORDS

fog [fogl n. &

creep [kri:p] (crept, crept) ». J&4F
horn [ho:n] =. W\

furiously ['fjusriosli] adv. FE3%Hh
pea soup BiEi%

standstill ['steendstil] =. £k i
taxi ['teeksi] ». HBK®E
confidently ['konfidentli] adv. FH{Z.lHE
suppoes [sa'pouz] v. &, A
barely ['beali] adv. JLF&AH, 3%
graveyard ['greivja:d] . i, 2Hb
destination [ desti‘neifsn] =. HEGH
be amazed at IF T —gk



EXERCISES

I. Answer the following questions:

II.

1. What did London have during the time the
author visited it? i

2. How thick was the fog?

3. Was there any traffic when evening came?

4. What made the author 'stay out on one of the
fog days? §5r

5. He was lost in the fog, wasn’t he?

6. What did he think when the woman led him
forward?

7. What was he amazed at?

For each word in Column I find a group of words

of similar meaning in Column II:

I i |
( ) 1. happen a. vapour in the air or near
the earth’s surface
( ) 2. fog b. place to which sb. is
going
( ) 3. creep c¢. without foundation

( ) 4. unfounded d. move slowly and quietly
( ) 5. graveyard e. ground where the dead
are buried

( ) 6. guide f. take place
( ) 7. destination g. person who shows the
way
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I1I. Put in the missing words:

Britain, in which fifty million live and
work, is the land of a great variety. There ___
many large cities, but they are surrounded ____ the
quiet countryside. There are plains in .___ east,
hills —___ the centre and the south-west, and moun-
tdins in-the north. ____ parts of the country are
‘almost ____ trees while others have great forests,

the south is a —___ of rivers, but Scotland is a
land of lakes.



3. THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

The United States covers a large part of the North
American continent. Its neighbors are Canada to the
north, and Mexico to the south. Although the United
States is a big country, it is not the largest in the world.
In 1964, its population was over 185,000,000.

When this land first became a nation, after winning
its independence from England, it had thirteen states.
Each of the states was represented on the American
flag by a star. All these states were in the eastern part
of the continent. As the nation grew toward the west,
new states were added and new stars appeared on the
flag. For a long time, there were 48 stars. In 1959,
however, two more stars were added to the flag, repre-
senting the new states of Alaska and Hawaii. :

Indians were the first inhabitants of the land which
is now the United States. There are still many thousands
of the descendants of these original inhabitants living in
all parts of the country. Sometimes it is said that the
Indians are “the only real Americans”. Most Americans,
however, are descendants of people who came from all
over the world to find a new life in a new land. Those
who came first and in greatest numbers to make their
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homes on the eastern coast of North America were
mostly from England. It is for that reason that the
language of the United States is English and that its
culture and customs are more like those of England than
of any other country in the world,

NEW WORDS

Mexico ['meksikou] ». ZPEEF(E L)
independence [indi'pendans] n. ¥hsr
represent [repri'zent] ». L%

Alaska [a'leska] ». FihiiimGEE ML)
Hawaii [ha:'waii:] 2. ERECEEMNAZ)
Indian ['indjon] n. EIERA
inhabitant [in'heebitent] n. BR
descendent [di'sendont] n. F3h, J5&F
original [a'ridzensl] a. JFERY, JRIGHY

EXERCISES

I. Complete the following:

1. The population of the U.S. was ___ than 185
million in 1964.

2. The United States is to the ____ of Canada and
the _____ of Mexico.

3. Each star on the American flag stands for a
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