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I. Western Civilization

- Passage One

Ares, the God of War in Greek Mythology
(Mars in Roman Mythology)

Ares in Greek Mythology, the god of war, as we know, is identified with
Mars who was the god of war in Roman Mythology. We know Mars from
Roman Mythology but we know little about Ares. He was also the son of Zeus
and Hera. Though one of the twelve Olympian gods, he was not very important.
He was cruel, savage and warlike, but didn’t seem to have great courage and
dignity. According to Homer, he was wounded in battle by the mortal hero
Diomedes with the help of the goddess Athena. He had to be assisted from the
field of battle by Aphrodite. When Ares rétreated to Mount Olympus, his father
Zeus displeased at his conduct and said ( before commanding Paeon to heal his
wounded son), “To me you are most hateful of all' gods who hold Olympos”
( The Iliad 5. 889 ). Disliked by most Olympians but loved by the goddess of
beauty and love, Aphrodite, he was commonly associated with Aphrodite, who
had a love affair with him. According to some myths, Aphrodite bore some of
Ares’ children, inciuding Eros, the god of love. In epic Odyssey by Homer,
Aphrodite’s husband Hephaestus caught Ares and Aphrodite together with a net,
embarrassing them in front of the other gods.

Ares was sometimes accompanied into battle by his sister, Eris ( Goddess of
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Discord) and Hades (Lord of the Dead). Ares was the father of Deimos ( Fear)
and Phobos ( Terror), among others. His son Kyknos was killed by Herakles
(Theogony 421) but Ares was unable to avenge the death because Zeus would
not permit his least favorite son, Ares, to harm Herakles, his favorite son.
Although hated and feared by the other gods in Olympus, Ares was honored by
all great warriors, even Herakles.

The remarkable war Ares in history was engaged in would be remembered
by human beings, that is, he rode into battle on the side of the Trojans with his
horses, Flame and Terror, pulling his war chariot. He swooped down to help
Aphrodite defend her son Aineias ( The Iliad 5. 355) and saved him from sure
death at the hands of the Achaians. While Ares protected Aineias with his shield,
Aphrodite made her escape to Mount Olympus to tend her wounds.

The Romans identified Ares with Mars, who had greater dignity and
importance. He was supposed to stand for the triumph of victory rather than the
killing and cruelty of war itself. Before going into battle, Roman troops offered
sacrifices to him. After winning a battle, they gave Mars a share of the things
they had robbed. Mars was the most important god next to Jupiter. The ancient
Romans gave him special importance because they considered him the father of
Romulus and Remus, the legendary founders of Rome.

J*_ Questions

1. Who was Ares?
A) He was the god of war, the son of Zeus and Hera.
B) He was brave and dignitarial among the Olympus gods.
C) He was the enemy of the Olymp'us.
D) He was not one of the gods of Olympus.
2. What do you think of the difference between the two gods of war, Mars in
Roman Mythology and Ares in Greek Mythology?
A) Both of them are the gods of war, but different in their names.
B) The Roman god of war was not even warlike but even more a symbol of
victory.
C) They were different names from Roman mythology and Greek mythology.
D) They are different not only in their names but also in their traits.
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. Do you know more information of Hera beyond this passage?

A) Hera was the only wife of Zeus.
B) Hera was the mother of Ares.
C) Hera was the sister of Zeus.

D) Hera was the god of beauty.

. What do you know about Ares from this passage?

A) He was disliked by Zeus but loved by his brother.
B) Ares and Aphrodite loved each other.

C) He was killed by his father.

D) He was killed by Athena.

-5. From the second paragraph, we can infer

A) that Ares was afraid of his father Zeus

B) that Ares was the god of Greece, unlike the god of Rome Mars
C) that Mars was confused with the god of Greece

D) that Ares and Mars have common interests in war

@‘ > Notes

© © N oW

. mythology n. i3 mythologic/-al a. #iE¥H), HiEHY

identify ve. {HFI, X5, 4.0 Fleeeees E N —FE v. #i5E be identified with

. Zeus n. [ ZH] HHr (the king of the Olympus gods FEAKUCHf L4 F ff 3=

)

. Hera n. [ ###] #F¥$L(sister of Zeus who was the goddess of marriage and

women affairs 75 i ¥ 5 E W BT FE T, MR M IHE , 2 FE ISR
L)

Diomedes n. [ f#] KRBT (FRE RS AR — D UATLHE)
Olympos n. (& Olympus i) 7&5) BEAKITHTIL , K&

liad (FRFITAE) (il 7 BEHE S FRIE GRS O TERESE 7, ARIE R AT S FTE)
Aphrodite n. [ 7544 ] Pl igik (B 5E M)

Eros n. [ ] ZWIEIEHT, PRI KRZ F (MY T2 SHiEh ) ZH
Fe b fE Cupid, RHZARVEMHH L&)

10. Odyssey n. ( BAESE) (H A ML FF,ICR T RIEBHERFR PR MERIE

HAET)
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. Hephaestus n. [ F## ] SHRIERTFEHT(the god of fire and metalworking 'k F1

BB Z M)

12. Eris n. [##] JEEHT CAME 2, Bamiiz i)

13. Deimos n. [7#fi] ZHEZH (Fear)

14. Phobos n. [ 4 | Ze4fi 2 #4 ( Terror)

15. Herakles n. [ ##f | RAZEME, S+, BAIRE

16. theogony n. #fijif, MGER , ICERM A =

17. Aineias n. RIEHT

18. Achaian adj. WHRWK], MR n. EAETA, FHHEA

19. Mars n. [ B ] SPHER T

20. Romulus and Remus n. [ % f# | & 12 5 3 1 % & 27 ( Romulus, the son of
Mars and eponymous founder of Rome who, with his twin brother, Remus,
was reared and suckled by a wolf B8 52 /RETHILFAZ S ELE
¥, b FZEA: S5 Remus Hi BT BRI FIHE )

ll. Background Information to the Text

@\I?assage Two

Virtual Online Education

By definition, “virtual education” is the study of credit and non-credit
courses from world-wide remote sites that are neither bound by time nor physical
location. In essence, a student hooks up' with other students and an instructor in
both real and virtual time. Whether in a plane comfortably cruising at 33,000
feet, or at home, at any given moment, a student can log into a virtual
classroom. From desktop or laptop, e-mail assignments can be sent and
received. Study, research, discovery and new knowledge are at a student’s
fingertips. It is here that the student’s enthusiasm level is piqued.

Finding the right program — thanks to Internet search engines like Lycos,
Excite, Yahoo, anyone interested in discovering more about online study can do
so by simply typing in keywords such as “ Online Courses,” *“ Virtual
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and “Online Distance Education.” An
example page 2 going back to school online of this type of search resulted in the
discovery of the CASO Guide. Here a number of pages have been created

y

Universities,” “Continuing Education,’

expressly for the purpose of compiling a substantial database of information. The
CASO Guide is designed so that users can easily choose courses spanning a broad
range of disciplines. In addition, CASO afso indexes documentation regarding the
providers of Internet-based courses. This is particularly useful for those seeking
organizational information along with vital school statistics, such as tuition, fees
and policies. The CASO Internet University Course Index is most impressive,
breaking down course listings across twenty-four categories. Included are courses
-in the Arts, Economics, Business, Health Sciences, Psychology and Sociology.
A nice descriptive feature, each category lists how many courses are offered in a
particular discipline. Under communications, for instance, 23 course offerings
are made through several accredited colleges and universities. Schools offering
online programs — nationally, schools such as the University of Wisconsin, the
University of Massachusetts and Penn state are conferring B. A. , M. A. and Ph.
D. degrees along with continuing education and elective courses. Among the
leaders in computer-mediated distance education are Nova Southeastern
University (57 courses) , the University of Phoenix (60 courses) and the New
York Institute of Technology (106 courses). Smaller schools such as Rogers
State College (33 courses ), Antioch University (7 courses) and Norwich
University (2 courses ) are also offering online study. In Atlanta, Shorter
College’s Professional Program (2 courses) is actively engaged in developing an
online curriculum. Its new MBA program is computerized and plans are in the
offing for a complete leadership curriculum delivered solely over the “net. ” The
good news is that the cost of attending any one of these schools will normally be
no different than the advertised bulletin fees. In most cases, out-of-state fees are
waived withfull credit or non-credit hours being earned just as if a student was
attending class on campus.

Since the main objective is to give everyone an opportunity to enroll in an
online class, it is important to advise prospective students considering credit or
non-credit study. This form of learning may not be for everyone, however, at
least not initially.

So firstly here we advise students not to be quick to enroll in a full course of
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online study. They should first introduce themselves to the use of technology by
enrolling in an elective course offered over the Internet. Generally these courses
require less commitment to time and study and will give a “first timer” an
approximate means of gauging how well they will perform in future classes. The

il

advice given should be, “don’t bite off more than you can chew.’

§
£

1% Questions

2

1. What does the writer mean in the first paragraph?
A) He introduces the definition of credit and non-credit study.
B) He explains what the Virtual Online Education is.
C) He depicts the remote education.
D) He defines the remote education.
2. What is introduced about CASO in this passage?
A) It’s a kind of course designed in the USA.
B) It’s a kind of descriptive feature.
C) It’s a web page providing distance educational curriculum.
D) It’s a kind of engine for the students to search courses.
3. The phrase “leadership curriculum” means according to the
context.
A) a leading course
B) a primary course
C) the course for those on authoritative posts
D) the courses for the administrative officers of senior management
4. The good news of cost in attending courses for the out-of-state students is

A) favorite condition .
B) equally
C) the same
D) the same as that of domestic
5. The main idea of the last paragraph is :
A) to tell students not to choose a lot of courses for the purpose of taking it
easy
B) to advise students to attend the online study for certificate
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C) to advise students to choose suitable courses so as to let them adapt to
future study

D) to advise students not to choose a full course in order to gauge their
performance

f\@ Notes

1. virtual online education FEIIZEL (M L) HE

2. physical location SLFRf &, YIFALE

3. hook up( with) i H ; B5E H.0 R 40 RINT) TS s IR ; 2028 T 4% 5
Bl VBRI EFIELET)

4. cruise vi. (KAL) LAIKATAYHE AT

5. pique vt. BKE (N IFE L)

6. index n. &Z| v. HARGIH FEH vi. MEK5

7. along with -+ ZANA ;] -+ — it
8
9

. break down 4341 H
. category 73R F H
10. make through with 5% %
11. confer n. MK (FR5 2EALIEHSE)
12. in the offing BPRFZIM i ; RIME A AEHY
13. out-of-state fees Xif #2444 AT i) 27 2%
14. be waived #EBUH, B3
15. commitment n. ZZICHET, Fify, AKHLSFF
16. gauge v. fill &



Unit

I. Western Civilization

.. Passage One

Aphrodite in Greek Mythology,
Venus in Roman Mythology

All lovers of classical mythology are familiar with Aphrodite, the Greek
goddess of love and beauty. The Romans called her Venus (hence the famous
armless statue known as the Venus de Milo).

It is believed that Aphrodite was brought to Greece by way of Cyprus. This
is reinforced in literature, as Aphrodite’s mythical “home” is Cyprus. A
monumental temple to Aphrodite still stands on that island.

There are two versions of Aphrodite’s birth. The first one portrays
Aphrodite as being born from Uranus. Uranus, or Heaven, refused to allow his
children to emerge into the light, and perpetually embraced the Earth, his wife
Gaia. His son Cronus then castrated him with a sickle and threw his genitals into
the sea. Soon white foam spread around them, and in it there grew a maiden, a
lovely goddess. Gods and men call her Aphrodite, meaning “foam-risen. ”

The second story of Aphrodite’s birth paints her as one of the younger
divinities, a minor goddess. In Homer’s Iliad, Aphrodite was born from the
union of Zeus with the goddess Dione.

Although Aphrodite may seem insignificant in the presence of such deities as
the sun-god Apollo or the warlike Athena, her power over love is revealed to be
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very influential. With a domain that included the innermost feelings of the heart
and the source of human passion, Aphrodite had power unlike any other god.
Such power is revealed in her actions toward both her faithful followers and those
who incited her anger.

Perhaps the most famous example of Aphrodite’s influence is the Judgement
of Paris, an event in which Aphrodite’s actions indirectly caused the Trojan War.
In recounting the events that preceded’ the Trojan War, the Cypris reports
Aphrodite’s behavior at the marriage of Peleus and Thetis:

At the wedding, Eris threw a golden apple into the midst of the guests. The
apple bore the inscription “for the fairest.” A quarrel arose among Hera,
Athena, and Aphrodite, with each goddess claiming the apple for herself.
Eventually, they agreed to make Paris, a Trojan prince, arbiter of their dispute.
All three goddesses offered Paris bribes. Aphrodite promised the most beautiful
woman on Earth as his wife — this was Helen, wife of Greek king. Paris
awarded the apple to Aphrodite and proceeded to abduct Helen to Troy. Helen’s
husband raised a Greek army to retrieve his wife, and this was the cause of the
Trojan War. This incident, causing a decade-long war, shows the power of love
over human actions.

Aphrodite was very generous in using her powers to help her followers. She
helped them fall in love with each other, overcome love difficulties and arranged
for their happy marriages. Aphrodite also used her powers to punish those who
tried to disrupt or prevent the natural workings of love. She punished those who
refuse to let the females breed, either human or animal. She advocated freedom
of love. Aphrodite avenged people by causing the perpetrator to experience
misfortune in the areas of love or beauty. She caused someone to be childless as
a punishment. When some women angered her by claiming to be more beautiful
than she, she- made them grow cow horns.

Without doubt, Aphrodite earned her reputation for frivolity as a result of -
her very liberated sexuality. Aphrodite’s charms came from her magic girdle that
aroused passion. So great were Aphrodite’s seductive abilities that every god,
including the great Zeus, desired her as his wife. However, Aphrodite was too
proud for any of her suitors and rejected them all. As a punishment Zeus made
her the wife of Hephaestus, the ugly and lame smith-god. This union, however,
did nothing to curb Aphrodite’s actions. As a revolt she discouraged Hephaestus



