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Unit 1
Text A

A Special Physical Examination
Anonymous

It is a true story which happened during World War II in a certain state
in the east of the U.S.A.. :

One day a young man named Jim received an enlistment notice in which
he was told to undergo the physical examination the next day. To Jim it
seemed like a holt from the blue. He was troubled so much that he couldn’t
get to sleep all the night. In all faimess, Jim wasn’t a coward and he hated
the Fascists deeply. But he wouldn’t join the army. Why? It was all be-
cause he was in love with a beautiful girl and he would not be separated from
his girl friend. “If I could find a way to make the doctors believe there are
some defects in my body, he th thought, “I would avoid being sent to serve in
the army. But how? ---” He thought and thought. Suddenly to his great joy,
a good idea crossed his mind.

The next moming Jim got to the hospital on time. He was led into a
large room where he found an aged medical officer sitting behmd a large
writing-desk, busy looking through the sheets of paper carefully. “It must be
the chief doctor,” to himself Jim thought. “And I’d best try not to be paid
attention to by that old fellow.” With the thought, he hurriedly found a seat
to sit down on and took out an out-of-date newspaper, pretending to read it.

Not long after that, Jim heard his name called. He knew it was his turn
to be examined. When Jim came up to the doctor, the old man raised his
head slowly from his papers and took a quick and sharp look at him, then in
a whisper he ordered Jim to put his newspaper on the table and take off his
clothes at once. Of course, Jim had to do what he was wanted to. After
that, he was told to go straight to a corner and sit down on a chair there. But
to Jim’s great surprise, no sooner had he seated himself on the chair than he
heard the doctor mumluring to his assistants: “Finished! That lgil is quite
up to the standard.’

“How can you draw such a conclusion like that before you give me a
careful check? It’s too rash!” Still on the chair, Jim shouted at the doctor.
“Don’ t be impetuous, young man! Get off and put on your clothes, and
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then I’1l explain it to you.” the doctor said calmly.
And when Jim stood before the old man, the doctor held out his hand
and gave a pat on his broad shoulder. A smile on his face, he said to Jim in
a kind voice: “My boy, you said we didn’t examine you carefully, didn’t
you? But I don’t think it;necessary for us to do that. You might be puzzled
about this. Now let me tell you how and why. ” After a pause to take a
breath, he went on: “When I whispered to you to put down the newspaper
and take off your clothes, you did it as I told you. It shows you have good
ears. And then when you were asked to go and sit on the chair in that cor-
ner, you did it, too. It shows you can see any object within a certain dis-
tance. So you are not nearsighted at all. Besides, you were found reading
the newspaper just now, and we are certain you are a man of intelligence. In
a word, we have no doubt that you are perfect in mind and body. Now I’m
glad to say you’ ve passed the physical examination. That is to say you’ll be
a glorious soldier. Congratulations!”
With those words the medical officer stretched' out both hands to Jim,
and Jim could do nothing but hold them in his own. “I wish you to be a good
. fighter and fight for the justice and freedom of human beings!” said the old
man in an inspiring voice. And Jim was so moved that his eyes were full of
tears. .
Half a year later, Jim was killed in the European battlefield. At this
news his girl friend nearly went mad. She dashed down to the shore and
stood there, looking out to the boundless ocean. She kept weeping, while
calling her lover’ s name. “Don’t be like that, my dear.” It was an old
man’s trembling voice. “Your Jim died a real man. He devoted his life to
the people all over the world. It is right that we should be proud of him...”
Saying this, the old man, her father, was choked. His only regret was that
he had never let Jim know who he was. This old man was no other than the
medical officer who had given Jim the health check.

| New Words 2
physical [ 'fizikel] adj. of or concerning the body 1A#& ) , BAA K
~enlistmept [inlistmont] n. entering (the armed forces) fEZ, R
undergo [ andogou] . i go through, experience £3%;2H
(underwent , undergone).
wbolt [boult] n. a flash of lightning [AJHS, , BB 55
 faimess ['feanis] n. justice, honesty A1E , 22
«coward [ kaued] n. &k, BikE

defect [difekt] n. - fault; imperfection &3 ; BRFE
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out-of-date adj.
sharp [ [ap] adj.

murmur [ 'meme] vi.
+ lad [led] n.

conclusion [ konkluzon] n.
< rash [re[] adj.
v impetuous [ impetjuos] adj.

puzzle ['pazl] wt.

pause [poz] n.

nearsighted .['nie'sajtid] adj.

intelligence [in'telidzens] n.
~ glorious ['dlories] adj.

congratulation [ ken greetjuleifon] n.

stretch [ stret[] vt.

justice ['d3astis] n.
inspire [in'spaia] ut.
battlefield [ 'beetlfild] n.
V dash [def] vi.
~ boundless [‘baundlis] adj.
choked [tfoukt] adj.

not modem, not fashionable 3 i 7, & [H )
quick and sensitive (in thinking, seeing, hear-
ing) BHLH, TIERY

utter in a low voice {14

boy; young man 55 ;/IMkF

judgement; inference FI| ;4515

too hasty; careless SLERMY; M)

acting quickly and suddenly without thinking #
R, B3R

confuse; cause uncertainty ({5 )2

a short stop; break {515 ; & {5

shortsighted VT #L

ability to leam and understand & /1

splendid; honourable 4 i) ; 58 )
well-wishing; words that congratulate #4717
make longer, wider by pulling; extend draw
out LI, {1 ; i tH

rightness /A IE , IE%

encourage; fire ¥Jil ; B 5%

2]

run quickly and suddenly %&b

vast; without Limit | N K ; Foil1 B

VSR MER )

Phrases and Exproséions

Va bolt from (the) blue

Vin all faimess
~cross one’ s mind
~look through

— up to the standard
draw a conclusion
~ hold out

~/nothing but

« none/no other than

something completely unexpected and very un-
pleasant F§ X EEF :

LT

(of ideas) occur to one (F473k) ﬁﬁ.ﬂmﬁ
examine &

equal to the required level fF S HrHE

come to / arrive at a conclusion #5tH 5%
stretch out f§ i

justsonly B2 ; RA

the person oneself; no*other person A2 (5
NERGEABE),
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Proper Names
Jim [ d3im] Hi
Fascist [ 'feefist] a supporter of fascism I
Notes

1. Anonymous : Unknown by name
2. Suddenly to his great joy, a good idea crossed his mind. ,
The preposition “to” is often followed by some emotional nouns to express one’s
feeling. For example: to one’ s surprise, to one’s satisfaction, to one’ s sympathy,
etc. .
3. I’ d best try not to be paid attention to by that old fellow .
“I’d best” equals the same structure as “I’d better” . e.g. I thought I had best/
better have your opinion first. : ;

Exercises

I. Comprehension of the Text :
Choose the best answer for each of the following according to the text.
1. When Jim received an enlistment notice he was much troubled because

A. he loved his parents
B. he was a coward
\C. he wouldn’t like to leave his girl friend
D. he wouldn’t like to leave his hometown
2. Jim thought of a good idea to make the doctors believe there were some defects in
his body. What’s that idea?
A. Going to the hospital on time.
B. Obeying the doctors.
«C. Being impetuous to the doctors.
\D. The author didn’t mention it.
3. Why did the old doctor give his order in a whisper?
A. Because he tried to test Jim’s hearing.
B. Because he was so old that he could not speak in a loud voice.
C. Because he did so in order to show his politeness.
D. Because it was a private conversation.
4. During the physical examination
{A. the doctor knew Jim was his daughter’ s boy friend
B. both the doctor and Jim knew each other
C. Jim knew the chief examiner was the father of his girl friend
JD. Jim didn’t know the doctor, nor did the doctor know Jim
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5. The doctor examined Jim
WA . with medical instruments
B. by Jim’ s reactions
C. by Jim’s appearance
D. without a careful check
6. According to Para.4, which of the following statements made Jim feel surprised?
A. The old man raised his head slowly.
B. The old man ordered Jim to take off his clothes.
C. The old man asked Jim to go straight to a comer.
\D. The old man told his assistant that Jim had passed the physical examination.
7. When he heard that he was up to the standard, Jim was

A. happy B. sorry C. excited VD. 1mpetuous
8. “Impetuous” in Para.5 probably means 1
A. hopeless . sad O aiy VD. hot-headed

9. At the news of Jim’s death the old man
A. persuaded his daughter to forget him
~ B. regretted what he had done with Jim during the physical examination
#G. was proud of his daughter’s boy friend
D. felt sorry that he couldn’t help Jim to avoid being sent to the army

II. Question Answering
Answer the following questions based on the text.

"1. Where and when did the story take place?
What did Jim receive one day? And what was he told to do the next day"
Why was Jim unwilling to join the army?
Who was the old medical officer?
What was the old medical officer doing when Jim was led into the room?
Did Jim know that the chief medical officer was the father of his girl
friend?
. Why was Jim surprised when he knew he had passed the physical check?
. Did Jim survive the war in Europe?
9. What did the old man regret when he heard the bad news?

A L B W N =

o 3

III. Question Discussion
Please discuss the following questlons in groups or write your answers in your exer-
cise books.
1. What kind of physical examination did Jim undergo? Do you think it was a careful
check?
2. What do you think of the old medical officer?
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IV. Vocabulary Learning .
1. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below and change the forms

where necessary.

| devote one’s life to  ,in all faimess ; murmur ~ pretend 3 avoid
nothing but none other than 9defect coward undergo

1) To his great surprise, the boss found that the waiter working in his restaurant
was 7. his brother.

2) On the way to Yan-an (%) the Red Army men Wsleiw¢  many difficulties.

3) You can hardly S meeting her if you both work in the same office.

4) He _22/ . to be reading when his mother came in.

5) They were all so tired that they could do _/ complain.

6) Her bad temper is a _© in her kind and generous nature.
7) The stream kept _muimiyy-. all the year round as if telling a never—endmg story
of sorrows.

8) Tony is such a § & that at the first sight of danger he runs away.
9) Li Sl-guang dante 1 the research work of geological science.
10) , it must be pointed out that the students did work very hard on the
project. \
2. Complete each of the following sentences with the correct form of the given word on
the left of each sentence.
1) enlist The old soldier’s fifteen-year 2 \i simeriwill be over in two
years.

They both en ' sir() _in the navy a year before the war broke
out. |
2) tremble After reading her husband’s letter the young lady was so an-
gry that she tore it into little bits with { yewb ! ™ fingers.
There was a slight * /7~ © in her voice as she recalled her
husband. i
3) care The slightest "1 (2" in a surgical operation can result in
death.
She thinks only of herself; she doesn’t _ (7jo  about oth-
er people.
4) fair - Ihopethecasewﬂlbedealtw:thrfhug)
Our teacher is known for her in _g:_a_tjmg\ students.
5) hurry The work seemed to have been done *6’"" hwied Y
If you want the ice in a fridge to melt more quickly, you can

huwik L’ it up by leaving the door open.



W Gitonsiino Fonading ) 1 B =

6) attend Manufacturing chemists focused their g#ont'on _ on the re-
cent tests with new man-made fibres.

The school ¢t+¢2d  almost entirely by local children.

7) pat He _pettell  the child on the head and encouraged him to
work harder.
Mark got a g on the back from the boss for his ex-
cellent work. ke

8) intelligence All human beings are much more than animals.
Anybody with ordin ' and no special training can
fill the position.

9) glory They won a victory; everyone said the army had
fought bravely.
He revelled in the +1.2.Cr10u5 of scoring three goals in the

- last 8 minutes. .
10) inspire The strike has given a new Jr<pic - to the whole working-

class movement.

The news instantly _inepije  the soldiers with redoubled

courage . T

11) congratulation We _omaitdy 7 Bim on having passed the examinations.
Please abcept my sincere on your recovery from
illness.

3. Use the verb in the bracket to form an appropriate verbal phrase and complete the
sentence with it.
. 1) She : her foot to move the stone away. (stretch)
2) ] "o that knife before you hurt somebody! (put)
3) These children 27 &) the bus and walked to their school. (get)

4) I must < - these bills and check them before I pay them. ( look)

.5) He has apparently pt et his best clothes for the press conference. (put)

6) He w'  his two hands to the Foreign Minister to welcome his visit. (hold)

7) He stood at the window and at the country view. (look)

8) After the operation the surgeon o his cap, mask and gloves, and then
went out. (take)

9) The Atlantic Ocean America __ {7, Europe. ( separate)

4. For each of the underlined words or phrases, four choices are given. Choose the one
that best explains or defines the underlined part.
1) My brother had to undergo three months of military training.
A. suffer VB. experience
C. go over D. receive .

2) Some were in very good condition but others had small defects.
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A. effects B. difficulties
C. imperfections D. troubles
4 3) The old man took a quick and sharp look at Jim.
N A. acute and direct B. short and kind
" L. strong and sudden D. firm and keen
<4) You will find that the dictionary is out of date and will mislead you on this
point.
A. useful "B: useless
C. not current : D. fashionable
5) The work isn’t up to the standard I required.
JA. good enough to reach B. as much as
€. above D. below
6) The medical officer stretched out both hands to Jim.
A. held on B. held over
C. held up XD held out
7) A sudden thought crossed my mind.
JA. flashed through my mind B. thought of
C. passed from me D. produced quickly
8) The new arrival was none other than the secretary of the Party committee.
A. except B. anything
vC. just D. only
9) Everything now seems as perfect as could be. 7
A. awful ~ B. excellent
C. suitable 4D. right
10) She decided to employ her boundless energies by returning to the stage.
A. limited —~IB. limitless
C. extra D. additional

5. Select an appropriate word from those listed below to complete the following sen-

tences.

joy  satisfaction  delight surprise disappointment

1) To the o4 i 'éverybody, the beggar took out a large piece of gold.

2) To her great _ o> » 1t rained on the day of the picnic.
3) The work was done to his own __gafsfettipbut in my opinion it was badly done.
4) To the Aebimit,  of his friends, he succeeded at last.
5) To his great’ _sw<prive  his novel was accepted for publication.
“301'; ) ,
V. Structure Learning
Rewrite the following sentences after the model.
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Model 1. He seated himself on a chair.
He heard the doctor talking to his assistant.
No sooner had he seated himself on the chair than he heard the doctor
talking to his assistant.
1) We sat down in the armchair. We found it was time to go.
2) He arrived in England. He fell ill.
3) She put down the receiver. The phone rang again.
4) 1 left home. It began to rain.
5) The medical workers arrived. They began putting up simple wards and treating the
injured.
Model 2. When the old man said this, he was choked.
Saying this, the old man was choked.
1) When the old lady crossed the street with a basketful of eggs, she was knocked
down by a bicycle.
2) When our hostess noticed that my daughter was very shy, she went out of her way to
make her feel at home.
3) When Emma saw these small ih_spcts, she felt her flesh crawl GBISEZZ5E ) .
4) As Mr. James felt cold, he didn’t have any desire for a swim.
5) Because I didn’t know what to do, I telephoned the police.

VI. Translation
1. Translate the following sentences into English.] T sools ng cl/(“ Ny '
1) RAEGEMSHERNZIK o (make no doubt) ), _ g skt

2) RAIFETTHEIELIIAT o (no sooner. ﬂm)}” f}“ﬁ’r n ” -
e L WAy A Yeory

'3) b IER - PR TRAYH g (no other)' v

4) iftsHor KRR} B, L ’a;,;‘s% S T
5) ﬁaﬁﬁ/\j}%ﬁ%mﬁf’“ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ (B & Vayas. o Mb
6) EXBZMRBIFERITHER —TFikBo (Udbest) 7ol ot |, o]
7) GIE B, IR S R FASMELD . (drmw o conchsion) ™14
8) B BXTRILAT KBRS . (a bolt from the blue) 31 71 befre 1 helolii

2. 'Fmﬁslate the foﬂoﬁﬁéru{fo CiffSese. l%’)\d*{"\ﬂ(o\ o Hod 187 trasher bel et T

Hzﬂ!f a year r later, Jim was killed in the European battlefield. At this news his ggxﬁ)q

friend nearly went mad. She dashed down to the shore and stood there, looking out to """
the boundless ocean. She kept weeping, while calling her lover’ s name. “Don’t be

like that, my dear.” It was an old man’s trembling voice. “Your Jim died a real man.

He devoted his life to the people all over the world. It is right that we should be proud

of him. . .” Saying this, the old man, her father, was choked. His only regret was that

he had never let Jim know who he was. This old man was no other than the medical of-

ficer who had given Jim the health check.

7 v\ ;"\‘;“, " ol D —— i ‘
b V \5 L(‘ o N LR SR AW )\\ f’(.‘.\ (M& -Lz(;:;‘},;\.(f{ ot

) t . f N {
).‘_‘» (C)‘«t -‘tsl“' ’ C )
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. Grammar Review (Tenses and Voices)
. Complete each sentence with one of the four choices given below.

DIt for a week and the streets were flooded.
A. was raining B. rained
4 C. had been raining D. should have rained
¢2) Don’t take her remarks too seriously. She is so upset that I don’t think she
really what he is saying.
JA. knew 13/ knows
C. is knowing D. has known -
13) The atmosphere certain gases mixed together in definite proportions.
A. is consisted of B. is composed
RG- consists of D. composes from
4) All the streets rejoicing people on that g&la(Xlefv) day.
'*!\A/ were filled with B. filled
C. filled in D. were filled out
$) How can I ever concentrate if they me with their private affairs?
A continually interrupt B. are continually interrupting
¥ C. have continually interrupted D. have interrupted continually
6) We that there is no life on the moon.
A, have informed A B. have been informed
C. had informed D. will have informed
°7) Since your roommate is visiting her family this weekend, _- you like to
have dinner with us tonight? s
A will B. won’t
C. do D. wouldn’t
8) The village quite different when the leaves have fallen.
. will look B. will have looked -,
NC. is looking D. will be looking

9) The world’ s supplies of copper
A. have been gradually being exhausted
B. have gradually exhausted
G. are gradually exhausted
D are being gradually exhausted
10) By the time jet aircraft could fly at a speed faster than sound, train transporta-

tion in the United States over several decades.
A. was declining \B, had been declining
C. has declined D. declined

11) you rather sit by the window?
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. A. Don’t B. wil
C. Wouldn’t D. Won't
212) He doesn’t have a job. He would find one but he no time.
A. had 8. didn’t have
C. had had D. has
1) 1 a sandwich and eggs every moming.
A. am used to eat B. am used to eating
C. used to eating D. use to eat
149 I didn’t go to the banquet, but I do wish I there .
VA. were B. had been
C. was D. went
15 It is Jimperative that your signature on your identification card.
A. appear NB. appears
C. appeared D. will appear

2. Put in the right form of the word or phrase in the brackets.

1) I think it is high time that Mr. Black 7220  (make) up his mind.

2) The plane came to a halt, propellers died (die)

3) We met in 1990, and _}y g (be) good friends ever since.

4) If only I L%L v-¢/| (watch) the wonderful volleyball match yesterday afternoon.

5) The farmers hoped that all the crops have ;’):-g*i{,get) in by the end of the
month. o ;

6) Everybody must observe traffic regulations so that no accident _ -t/
(happen)

7) “Is this the last exam we have to take?”
“Yes, but there i (be) another test two weeks from now.”

8) All of us wish that you _pv s wp (reach) a conclusion at that meeting.

9) By the end of the first ﬁve—year p]an, the socialist transformation of capitalist

industry and_commerce N0\ " 7/ (complete) )
10) The reporter quoted him as 'saymg that the conference _(v, / 1 A put) off until
June 1st. ’

11) A ray of light passing through the center of a thin lens (&%) pee eep i
(keep) its original direction.

12) They desire that the tour leader 1P 6S (inform) them at once of any change
in plans. g p L

13) You should have put the milk in the refrigerator; I expect it / ¢/ - (be-
come) sour by now. '

14) I have done things I should not have done and (leave) undone things
I should have done.

15) The rice output in this district l! yﬂ Lo (rmse) by 50 per cent in the past
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three years.

VIII. Applied Writing
After you arrive at a new place, you will inform your family and friends of your new
address. Here are two letters for you to learn huw to give your address.
Dear,
A short note to inform you that our new address is:
Chemistry Department
Nanchang University
17 Nanjing Road
Nanchang
Jiangxi 330047
People’ s Republic of China

Sincerely yours,
 (signature)
Li Hua
Dear, _
This card is sent to let you know my new address.
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
California Institute of Technology
Pasadena, CA 91109
U.8. A,
IX. Topic Writing
Write a composition with no less than 120 words on your own family background.
The following points might help you order your ideas:
— where and when you were bom
— the story of your name
— your first house, your first town (compared with your present situation)
— your father’ s/mother’ s profession
— something to typify your mother
— where your par';r-l-ts originated from

X. Passage Exercise
Filling the missing words.
It must have been around nine o’ clock when I drove __ £o home from work be-
cause it was already dark. As I appmached the gates I switched off the headlamps of the

car so as to prevent the beam swinging in through the window and waking
Jack, who shared the [: :3 . But I needn’t have bothered. I noticed that



