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Foreword

The purpose of Grace Notes for a Year is to shed light on the fragile and perilous
process of inspiration, composition, and performance required to create classical mu-
sic, whether the final product is a masterpiece or a mess.

The more one delves into the stories behind classical music, the more the per-
sonalities emerge— the rumbling Beethoven crossing words with his publishers, the
headlong lovelorn Berlioz, the free spirited Mozart and his stern father— whom we
follow through their quarrelsome letters of 1778, the urbane New Orleans-born vir-
tuoso Louis Moreau Gottschalk, whose journal entries evoke vividly the cultural
maelstrom of Civil War America.

In a way, of course, their stories of trial, triumph, and failure are analogous
to our owrm,

For the sake of clarity I've condensed some of the letters and have favored a

contemporary American English. T hope that the errors are few and minor in these

evocations of fascinating subjects. A contemporary of Beethoven's recalled that the
composer could forgive the occasional wrong note in a performance of his music as
long as the spirit was right. In that spirit I hope youll enjoy these little stories and
find that they enhance your appreciation of classical music.

Because Grace Notes for a Year began as a series of daily radio vignettes, this
collection takes the form of a calendar, but it's not a musical almanac emphasizing
composers birthdays or the anniversaries of major musical events, On the other
hand, the sequence of the stories does follow the changing seasons and their some-
times amusing effect on music-making.

Along the way you will find, as promised, stories of hope, humor, and hubris
from the world of classical music and the lively voices of the men, women, and chil-

dren who dwell in it.

" Gilliland
Madizor, Wiscons:
September 28, 2001
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