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Abstract.

A. Research Topics and Significance

As a famous Chinese idiom says: “things are classified while people are
grouped”, it is a fundamental desire of human beings to be identified within a
group. Though people believe the question of “who we are” is essential for their
identity, the anthropologists remind us that the true question is not “who we are”,
but “why we claim who we are” and “how we claim who we are”.

According to the boundary-making theory in anthropology, an easy way to
understand human grouping is an analogy: we can make a circle by only drawing a
line on a white paper. It means that the construction of identity, especially ethnic
identity, depends on the boundary drawn between “our group” and “their group”. It
seems that this analogy has presupposed that the identity is only an outer marker to
distinguish “we” and “they”. However, to identify oneself with an ethnic group is
much more than just to make an outer marker. It is also a cultivation of inner
consciousness, or an agreement with a spiritual ideal, and finally an affinity with a
moral community. Therefore, the author believes that a better analogy is that to
make a circle on a white paper needs not only drawing a line but also painting
some beautiful colors.

To make the boundary between “we” and “they”, or to signify the ethnic
identity with a specific spiritual and moral meaning, one of the most efficient
methods is to narrate or write the historiography. The goal of narrating or writing

the historiography is to face the present and the future by remembering the past.
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