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Abstract

~ Due to the conflicts existing in the dualistic structure of the
city and the countryside in China, remarkably unbalanced devel-
opment has been going on between the urban and rural areas,
especially between the western part of the country and the
coastal :regio'ns. As far as social patterns are concerned, ‘the
metropolitan cities, coastal regions and the western part almost
cover the three different stages of development, i.e. the infor-
mation society, industrial soéiety and agricultural society, which
indicates that in such a structural disparity, the western rural
areas ate faced with both internal and external dilemmas. |
Theories on and practice in the development of sociology in
the 18th and 19th centuries and studies on mass communications
in the 20th century can, in part, account for the problems for
development in those impoverished and backward places, from
which we have come to the realization that the social devélop-
ment in underdeveloped countries and regions cannot follow the
western patterns. Therefore, it is of prime importance and ne-
cessity to utilize the technology of communications, especially
the Internet, to promote studies on the poverty-stricken com-
munities. For this purpose, the author of this dissertation has
selected the Huangyangchuan Township in Gulang County and

Jinta County, both in the Hexi Corridor of Gansu, as subjects of
Vi



study and has discussed the role that the Internet can play in the
advancement of the social life, so as to analyze the complicated
relations between the technology of communications and the po-
litical, economic and cultural factors thereof.

Gulang County, located in the east end of Hexi Corridor
which used to be a major part of the Silk Road in Gansu, is one
of the nationally designated poor counties in. China and
Huangyangchuan Township, being one of the poorest places in
this county, is still in the typical agricultural stage as shown by
its production level and social status quo. But the Internet has
already arrived in this pre-industrial community and it has been
established with investment in 2001 by Wen Shiren, vice chair-
man of the board of Inventec Group, Taiwan and Dr,- Lin
Guangxin, general manager of Inventec’s Tianjin branch, with
the idea of " developing the western part of China in ten years’
time” and, as the investors said, it took one hundred years to
develop the west of the United States. .In the process of devel-
oping western China, only by introducing the Internet technolo-
gy and by connecting through it the traditional agricultural soci-
ety of Huangyangchuan with the global information network,
can the pldce jump over the industrial society and enter directly
into the information age. This can be designated as, the
Huangyangchuan mode, which is based on using the digital ca-
pacity of the vocational schools in that place as the technological
force of its software industrial park. What has done by Inventec
is not only a charity act but also an altruistic strategic measure:
to develop Huangyangchuan into a software park for Inventec
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and to use the software of Inventec within the park, so as to
create a new space for software services. In this process every
part-would be a‘winner, as indicted by the W W+ W mode.
That is, the children will have the opportunity for digital appli-
cation and career development, the government will propel the
local economy and Inventec will, therefore, develop a huge new
market there. Besides investing in an urban-rural network, In-
ventec ‘has built in Huangyangchuan a five-star ‘International
Conference ‘and Exchange Center, for the purpose of holding
various dorhestic and international symposiums. The establish-
ment of such a center has shown a wholly new life style to the
local people, inspired and awoken their striving spirit and, at
the same time, make use of the extra local labor.

- Going further westwards along the ancient Silk Road for
about 500 kilometers to the northern end of the Hexi Corridor,
we come to Jinta County in Jiuquan Prefecture, which has been
dubbed as "a bright pearl in northwestern China”. Since 1999,
with support from the government and efforts. by a group of In-
ternet lovers, Jinta County has implemented a project-of rural
informatization, with the goal of ” connecting the network to ev-
ery village and sending information to each household”. The ac-
complishment of the work has been due to the strenuous efforts
of Sheng Juntao, then vice head of Jinta County who used to be
the director of the Information Bureau of Gansu provincial gov-
ernment, with active cooperation from the local government,
the Jinta Network Information Service Center was established,

which is using the server of Lanzhou Telecommunications Bu-
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reau at a rather low cost. Terminal setup has been a key prob-
lem in the development of network technology in an underdevel-
oped area. The center has made good use of the resources-in lo-
cal schools, so that the school in each village has become a tip
end of the network extending to-different households. It has al-
so equipped (free of charge) each school with a fast printer and
paper supply and the school will receive two issues of. Informa-
tion Guide in network edition every month, so as to provide the
farmers. with the information they need. The school receives,
downloads and prints the paper and then asks the pupils to take
it home to their parents or neighbors. The farmers read the pa-
per and feedback their suggestions and requirements in the two
ways: first, the center distributes questionnaires to them once
every two seasons, to investigate about whether they are satis-
fied with the transmission of network information; second,
those with needs for special information can write their require-
ments on a piece of paper and give it to the school through the
pupils. The school net-workers will search for answers on the
net and if they are not able to do so, they will e-mail them to
the center for answers. The marvelous combination of the Inter-
net and paper media has solved the problem that has hindered
the transmission of information to every household.

Through on-site investigation and household questionnaire,
this study has found that the dominarit role played by the gov-
ernment is of vital necessity for boosting, with network technol-
ogy, the social development of underdeveloped areas. The in-
formatization in western rural regions of China needs financial
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support.and favorable policy from the state and also the partici-
pation of local goverriment. The innovative spirit of local gov-
ernment provides the prima«ryvcondit'ion for quickening rural in-
formatization and, at the same time, the major means of com-
munications in the vast underdeveloped areas should be com-
posed of television and human transmission. But, at present,
the status:quo of conventional media of mass communications in
western rural regions is far from satisfactory in that there is still
a gap between the capacity of television media and the needs of
farmers for information and that the scope of communication
provided by newspaper media is much too narrow, which to-
gether have restricted the comprehensive, multi-dimensional and
multi-approach development of information in rural areas. Nei-
ther can they actively contribute to the dissemination of new
technology -and new ideas, including the use of the Internet.
What’s more, the low education level in those places adversely
affects the social development and, therefore, it has become
more urgent to improve the farmers’ educational environment,
enhance their ability in learning and digesting new knowledge
and skills and enlarge their share of the newest achievements of
the social progress of mankind. We should also be aware of the
fact that the Internet technology is not the sole decisive factor in
promoting rural social advancement. Rather, it forms a compli-
cated interactive relationship with the social, political, economic
and cultural factors of a certain area and only through a good co-
ordination between the two can network: technology presents a

driving force for local development. Therefore, the idea that
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presupposes the introduction of network technology to the tradi-
tional agricultural community will help a place transcend the in-
dustrial period and enter the information age is either illusorily
utopian or technologically deterministic. Finally, the question of
for whom is information to be transmitted is to be dealt with
properly and it is quite obvious that only the network informa-
tion needed by farmers in their production and life can be applied
to push forward the economic development.
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