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Foreword 3

All authors of this book shoulder other burdensome tasks in re-
search and teaching. Their time and energy able to be used in this book
must be limited. Although everybody has tried to do the best of them,
shortcomings and mistakes may not avoided. Moreover, geography is
being rapidly developed in China. So this kind of works should be con-
tinuously carried on,

On behalf of Geographical Society of China, I appreciate in heart all
people who contribute for the writing, compiling and publishing of this

book.

Lu Dadao

Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences
President of Geographical Society of China
June 26,2008



Foreword

For the development of a discipline, its future can be correctly pros-
pected only if its present is appropriately assessed, and its present can be
appropriately assessed only if its past is reasonably respected. Therefore
it is absolutely necessary to research the disciplinary progress. In inter-
national academic communication, the community of Chinese geogra-
phers has deeply recepted the efforts of abroad geographers. In the quad-
rennial International Geographical Congress, for instance, geographers
in many countries usually present splendid publications on the develop-
ment of geography in their country. Among them Rediscovering Geogra-
phy: New Relevance for Science and Society is an excellent example.
We can see from them the development and innovation of geography, the
succession to the tradition and its important roles in practice. Chinese
geographers always address to research systematically and continuously
on the history, present condition and future trend of their discipline and
exchange with international community of geography. Several books
were published by Science Press, Beijing, including Geography in China
(1984) , Recent Development of Geographical Science in China (1990)
and Progress in Geographical Research (1990). However, we have to
recognize that the effort is not enough because the support is not

enough,
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In recent years, the highest decision-makers of China strongly em-
phasize to promote the innovation of disciplines, academic views and re-
search methods. The central government established The National Plan-
ning Program of Science and Technology Development in the Middle and
Long Term (2006 ~2020). Accordingly, The Ministry of Science and
Technology of the People’s Republic of China starts-up The Innovation
Method Program, and The Chinese Association of Science and Technolo-
gy set-up Program of Research and Publishing on Discipline Develop-
ment. Geographical Society of China fortunately receives the support of
those Programs and catches the opportunity to fulfill the long-cherished
wish. A group of geographers standing at the research and teaching front
broadly and deeply investigate recent progress in various fields of geogra-
phy. They struggle to review and evaluate the new progresses, new
achievements, new insights, new points of view, new theories, new
methods and new technologies of geography in China; and analyze the
status quo, dynamic path and future trend of the discipline. At the same
time, they try to compare with international geographical community,
identify the national needs for geography, and prospect the future trends
of academy and direction of research. Then they put forward the objects,
perspectives, questions and suggestions of geography development, All
the research fruits are presented in this book. Geographers allover China
gave their comments and suggestions which have been sufficiently ac-
cepted.

This book includes one comprehensive perspective and many special
topics. The division of the special topics involves the understanding on
the sub-disciplines structure of geography, and therefore has opinions
differ from each other. The division of this book tries to focus on the im-
portant progresses and as well cover the whole developments of geogra-
phy in China, although inevitably reflects the attitudes of author them-

selves,
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