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Bpine Insﬁmm of Quezon City (PIQC) was founded in 1964, but to tell the story of how ltsmmd,m
feen years In 1949, Chmese busmessmen of Quezon City decided to come together for tlwcausc

|
of Mr. Tal;il\ \
Commer(.'é:%oo 1ts
ears that took t

KY
&‘ Mr, Chua Hao Ku, as the 6" and 7" Chamber president, saw to the purchasing of land for the establishment
of Chamb{!ﬁ office and school During the time of Mr. Ku's successor, Mr. Chua Tiek Yen, the office was built, which
served as venue for lmporfant events such as member registration, tax seminars, and conflict resolution. When Mr.
~ Leonardo Ty took over office, the Chamber had most of its business in order, hence the committee decided to focus
on building a school.

e ntary form. But it was through selfless contributions from individuals throughout the
no-Chinese Chamber of Commerce Quezon City (FCCCQC) to where it stands today. -

It was not until the next term, when Mr. Alfredo Matti, after countless persuasions and negotiations that the
Chamber was able to purchase a license from the Chinese Institute with ten thousand Pesos, and with the approval
of Department of Education, Philippine Chinese Institute of Quezon City was officially established in 1964 with the
goal of continuing Chinese culture through the education of Chinese descendants, thus fulfilling Mr. Matti’s desire of
nurturing the children of Filipino-Chinese businessmen to receive Chinese education.

Even though Philippine Chinese Institute of Quezon City started with only the elementary school, it had more
than a hundred students in its first year and had the honor to recruit Mr. Tan Chiu Zong as its first principal. Classes
were conducted in both English and Chinese, in a two-floor wooden building next to the Chamber office. The
building was simple and small, but it was a harbinger of something great to come.

In its fledgling years, it was through the leadership of principals Mr. Tan Hua Yen, Mr. Sia Bun Ming, Mr. Yu
Ching Yeng, and Mr. Fang Zhi Xu in 1968 that the school operations grew stable, the faculty expanded, and the
quality of English-Chinese education improved. All this was made possible by efforts from School Board of Trustees
chairman Mr. Dee Tian Kai and trustee Mr. Lee Ong Tian, and outside contributors. PE and extra-curricular activities
took place in a warehouse borrowed from chairman Dee and Mr. Chua Bun Kwan single-handedly provided the
funds to start the kindergarten department and later the high school department.

Just when the school was on the verge of great expansion, misfortune happened in June of 1971. On the eve of
the school opening day, a massive fire devoured and destroyed the school. Once again, chairman Dee Tian Kai and
the rest of the Board had to start from scratch. In 1974, the Philippine Chinese Institute of Quezon City was officially
renamed the Philippine Institute of Quezon City (PIQC). After few years of difficult yet successful rebuilding, just
when the school had once again started to expand, another fire struck in October of 1976. A nearby blaze spread
to the school and the Chamber office. Documents and files were lost, including chronicles of all the directors and
graduates, and all photographs of teachers and students. This was a time of unparalleled crisis for the school and
for the near a thousand of students. President Mariano Chua of Chamber took upon himself the responsxblllty of
ensuring uninterrupted education for the students while orchestrating a rebuilding of the school.

With the moral and financial support of Mr. Ong King, Mr. Carlos Cruz, and Mr. Tee Yeng Hok, the school was
able to set up a temporary campus on nearby Williams Building Christian Church and Our Lady of Loreto Church to
continue operations. In order to rebuild the campus quickly, the Board of Directors organized a building committee
headed by Mr. Alfredo Matti as chair, and Mr. Chua Se Kiong, Mr. Carlos Cruz, and Mr. Go So Dy as vice chairs. The
committee hired director Alfredo Young as contractor, who began construction even before funds were completely
raised, which were generous contributions from Board members and several philanthropists in the community.
Within a short span of six months, a four-story concrete building was erected, a testament to the Filipino-Chinese
virtue of perseverance through adversity.

After the school was rebuilt, three major champions of the rebuilding, Mr. Ong King, Mr. Carlos Cruz, and
Mr. Tee Yeng Hok were elected in succession as the 11%, 12, 13", 14" and 15" chairmen of the Board. During that
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. Ting Bun Kiat, Mr. Ong Hong Ting, Mr. Ang Yong Hua that the Quezori City“Chambef of




period, the number of students again increased to a thousand.
Unfortunately, principal Fang Zhi Xu left due to health reasons
and Chamber president Ong King took on the role as interim
principal. Later, Tee Ah Sim, Sy Tiok Bi, Sia Sun Dee, and
Jose Chua were hired to handle academic affairs while trustee
Agustin Lao became the acting principal who reported to the
Department of Education. Then finally, the school appointed
as principal Mrs. Rita Wang-Chua, who further fortified the
academic strength of the school.

The next stage in the growth of school was the result of
the vision of the 26" Chamber president Chua Se Kiong. He
believed that further expansion would be untenable without
buying our own land, and so president Chua, with the support
of School Founder Alfredo Matti and directors Carlos Cruz,
Mariano Chua, Tee Yeng Hiok, Agustin Lao, and Hao Se Pieng
started raising funds to purchase a neighboring lot. With
contributions from business tycoon Dr. Lucio Tan and many
others, director Alfredo Young again took over construction
and a majestic five-story building was erected.

By the time the 32" president, Mr. Agustin Lao and
the 19" chairman, Mr. O Pan Suy took office, the school
organization was well-established. Seamless cooperation
among different organizational levels within helped
established a great reputation for the school. In 1990, when
Mr. Agustin Lao was chairman of the Board, study tours for
school personnel led by trustees Alfredo Matti, Agustin Lao,
Tiu Guan, and Ting Tiok Din visited the cradle of Chinese
civilization. They toured schools in Beijing, Nanjing, Shanghai,
Ningbo, Hangzhou, Guilin, and Hong Kong to further their
knowledge on different aspects of the Chinese culture, a first
among all Chinese schools in the country.

During the school’s 30" anniversary, a welfare fund for
school personnel was established to provide better benefits.
When Chamber president Benjamin Chua took office, he
focused on advancing the school to the next level. With the
guidance of Ms. Ku Siu Bin and the leadership of a succession
of Chamber presidents, Sy Sun Chiong, Benjamin Chua, Francis
Chua, Jose Choa and Alfonso Siy, and Board chairmen Tiu
Guan, Tan Sio Yan, John K.C. Ng and Yukyin Garcia, the school
campus underwent a massive upgrade. Auditorium, audio-
visual room and library were renovated and new educational
equipment, a computer room, and a playground were added.

"When Mr. Francis Chua became president of Chamber, he
established funds for campus constructions, computer
teaching, and employee retirement. When Ms. Yukyin Garcia
became chairwoman and principal, the school celebrated
its 40" anniversary. Through the auspices of Chamber and
school Board members, the kindergarten, student restrooms,
principal’s office and faculty office were renovated. Their
contributions also enabled the establishment of several
scholarships with the aim of helping under-priviledged
students. After Chairwoman Garcia’s term, Ms. Lee Shu
Hwei became the new principal with Ms. Angelin Tan as the
assistant principal.

As the school advances towards its 50™ anniversary, it has
at its helm Chamber presidents Mr. Jose Balonan, Mr. William
Gosiaco, Mr. Angel Ngu, Mr. Franklin Soriano, Mr. Yap Cho Ty,
Mr. Alberto Aquilino; chairmen Guillermo Chutick, Mr. Johny
Ng Chua, Mr. David Chua, Mr. Leonardo Matti, Mr. Hao Ping
Hong and Ms. Liza Lim. Under their supervision, the school has
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seen the establishment of more scholarships and an overhaul
of teaching methods with additional resources allocated
for English instruction. Additional funds were raised for
construction of a new elevator, a new building with chemistry
laboratories, office spaces for the kindergarten department, a
playground, and renovation of sanitary facilities.

Our school is extremely fortunate to continue to have
the guidance and support of visionary Dr. Lucio Tan and the
many Board members who constantly work for betterment
of the school. This continuous support is most appreciated
when one sees the next generation of Board members, Mr.
Leonardo Matti, Mr. Johny Chua, Ms. Liza Lim, Mr. David Chua
and Mr. William Gosiaco, continuing the work of their parents
Mr. Alfredo Matti, Mr. Chua Tiong Pieng, Mr. Agustin Lao, a
Mr. Benjamin Chua and Mr. Sy Sun Chiong, all past Chamber
presidents. They understand the hardships endured by people
before them, and yet they fling themselves selflessly and
tirelessly into the hard work that is education.

The passion for education has always been the heritable
source of inspiration and strength for the school; it is the
momentum that carries the school towards its goals of
preserving the Chinese tradition while keeping up with the
times and educating students to be responsible members of
the Filipino society. This same passion has also inspired a
great showing of support from the growing alumni base. For
the 50" anniversary, alumni celebrated their Alma Mater's
birthday with a massive homecoming to strengthen the alumni
core. From this core will come the next generation of leaders
who will carry on the task of growing PIQC.

It has been fifty years since the founding of PIQC. Under
the leadership of current principal Ms. Lee Shu Hwei and her
emphasis on revolutionizing education, our school is able
to keep up with the times through participation in local and
international professional training for our teachers, and the
promotion of e-learning for our students. Teachers and office
staff fulfill their responsibilities, labouring tirelessly day and
night. The school expects our teachers to adapt a modern
philosophy of teaching, emphasizing respects for students’
individuality (personality, attitude, background, temperament,
and academic achievement), as well as specialized and
professional training. More concretely speaking, the school
expects teachers to have a sincere attitude and meaningful
teaching strategies, as well as to treat the students as subjects
themselves. These are accomplished through proper classroom
management, creative methods, and flexible teaching styles,
in keeping with the school’s policy of discipline and self-
improvement. With the perseverance and 'dedication of all
involved, may our school achieve the-goal of being the center
of advancement in Chinese culture and arts, as well as in
science and technology.

The Philippine Institute of Quezon City marches on in
history. Twice it was burned down, with the loss of twenty
years’ worth of documents related to the federation and the
school. With much research attempts at recollecting facts, still
a lot of information gaps exist in our school’s history. With
regards to the latter thirty years, too many important people
are involved so that it is impossible to enumerate them all. It
is inevitable that people or facts be overlooked in this account,
and so we cordially seek your help in correcting us.
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