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Biblical Studies in the Chinese Academia:

Retrospect and Prospect
Choong Chee Pang

Abstract: This paper is a review of “biblical studies” in
the Chinese academia in the last twenty—five years. However, in
this particular case, “biblical studies” are subsumed under
general “Christian studies” and in close connection with the
humanities. From around 1950 to 1980 the socio-political
environment in China made it virtually impossible for any

serious Christian studies to exist, let alone develop, in the



hEPRBGELRE . BHSRE

Chinese academia. It was the reform and open policy
inaugurated in 1978 that had given Christian studies a new
lease of life and unprecedented opportunity to develop. Today,
the place of Christian, including biblical studies, are generally
recognized in the Chinese academia, and the legitimacy of the
non—Christian’ s involvement in it is no longer being questioned.
The lack of significant publication in biblical works is noted in
the paper, while the value of the study of the Bible as literature
and the importance of biblical languages are affirmed.
Encouraging examples of biblical conferences in recent years
are given, and the availability of the printed Bibles and its
Chinese translation are mentioned. Special attention is drawn to
the importance of Chinese biblical studies in close connection
and dialogue with classical “national learning” (H % ). It is
pointed out that the issues and c()‘ncems of Chinese biblical
studies are not just “academic” , but also profoundly “existential”.
The latter is perhaps even more important and significant in the
context of China’s continuing development.The future of biblical
studies in the Chinese academic is hard to predict, and given
China’ s relative socio—political stability, the paper concludes
with guarded optimism.

Key words: Christian studies; biblica.l.studies; academic ;

existential ; prospect.
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YntitSAE R EMAXEENRE, MEBNRREEEREHT
WA EAEH# S ERBT X, ORIE(1925—1926 FEHT K
ZXHERIRBEE), Y FBRTREME B T3R5

O ARFEFRFGEZTREFNEEHIR, TSRAMERT 20084 IR
XAESIF RZE— 2 X E TR LW HE : Choong Chee Pang, “Studying
Christianity and doing theology extra ecclesiam in China” (“ZE# & Z M
HEBHMEHE"),in Christian Theology in Asia, edited by Sebastian C.H.
Kim (Cambridge: CUP,2008),
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“Problems in Reading the Bible as Social Text, with Special Reference to
The Gospel According to John” 58T
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