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ZEYME
A STUDY ON THE MENCIUS ANNOTATED

BY ZHAOQI AND BY ZHUXi FROM
A COMMUNICATIVE PERSPECTIVE

Abstract

This dissertation compares the annotated texts on The Mencius re-
spectively by ZHAOQi in the Han dynasty and by ZHUXi in the Song dy-
nasty from a Communicative perspective. The paper aims to explore the
influential factors in their annotating act, the objectivity and subjectivity
in general annotating act, and the essence of ancient annotating aim, the
message cumulation and its judgment in the annotated text.

TL  annotation of the ancient books has produced many annotated
texts in the past 2000 years. Most scholars tend to neglect research on the
annotating act and the process. The annotating act is a kind of special
linguistic act that involves the author, the annotator, the readers of the
annotated text. And it is influenced by 7 factors, namely, the author of
the ancient books, ancient text, annotator, annotated text,readers of an-
notated text, language, language environment. The annotating act is a
kind of active and conversion process that can pass the information of the

ancient books from one generation to another, can initiate communication
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between the author of the ancient books and the reader of the annotated
texts, and can transfer more information than the ancient books.

A comparison between those three kinds of information of the anno-
tated texts of ZHAOQi in the Han dynasty and ZHUXi in the Song dynasty
on The Mencius reveals the first kind of information is linguistic. ZHUXi
passed sounds of Chinese characters and his doubt about the Chinese
characters of The Mencius, but ZHAOQi did not. ZHUXi explained more
words than ZHAOQi did. The explanation of explicature of ZHAOQi al-
most is identical with ZHUXi ,but the implicature is dissimilar. The sec-
ond kind of information is about background of the author, of the ancient
books and of the content of The Mencius. Most of the information that
ZHUXi offered focuses on the scholars viewpoint that emphasized the de-
velopment of Confucianism in The Mencius in his times. Most of the infor-
mation that ZHAOQi offered is historical which proves the thought in The
Mencius agrees with The Analects of Confucius . The third kind of infor-
mation that ZHAOQi and ZHUXi shared concerns the thought of the
books. The thought information that ZHAOQi passed is identical with the
thought of The Mencius, whereas that ZHUXi passed differs from the
thought of The Mencius .

It is the intention of annotation, the ways and means of annotation,
the philosophical thought, the xnowledge of the annotator, the conjecture
to the reader of the annotated text, the linguistic capability that affected
the information of The Mencius ZHAOQi and ZHUXi passed when they
were annotating the ancient books.

Annotating act is a united act that is objective and subjective, but
the degrees differ for three different kinds of annotating aim in ancient

times. Different annotators set different aims for their annotating acts in
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different society and different culture — environment that influenced the
commentary of annotation to others. We should grasp the basic ways to
judge the information in the annotated text, and judge which belonged to

the ancient books ,which belonged to the annotator.
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