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The case of the pronoun who depends on its
function in its clause.
9% Hiwho I & whom, To choose between who and whom, whoever and whomever,

whoever i whomever
smmsmmasmg  Use who where you would use he or she—all ending in vowels. Use
MmemEARE, & hom where you would use him or her—all ending in consonants.
::lh:;:; 18 ”W':mﬂhsofwmwmv«.mm.m
R, AN him whom for an object. s
e Wiowletdepli?  Whomdowitafic? ®
ltlnuu.'. To help find the correct case of who in a question, ry the test in
who fEE%, A following box:
whom (R W,

A test for who versus whom in questions 0
1. Pose the question.
Whom] makes that decision?
does one ask?
2 th“nn—dwm—hw
m-mm-dm

mmn-md-dunmqm
%ﬁ{i_n, ;o-n-uh?lm 1

mm“wml
Whom does one ask? [Objective.]

R RER
37 5858 who, FE 5
EREEBERRE,
EELBHXUHEE
2.

infinitve
temperatures not to rise.
natural and preferable, AN RFEREF
MAR MEF,

v— R’lﬂhﬂruﬂdm

Here the split infinitive is more than the alt BEA

-nbuwvsmwmw&drmo{mbmby FEREH.

more than three times.

A verb phrase consists of a helping verb plus a main verb, asin  Umish M HWNE

will call, was going, had been writing (see p. 286). A single-word ad-  mwamMR, RTHE
LR Lt
BHALE (RFEN
—ABBALE. R
A BHMNE)E
RmREMAR—-TRE
NN, SREDEE
WL RENET .

e st e
"Afier_traveling near the sun, the spacecraft Ubsses
mmmhmﬁmﬂdﬂ;

S SYENE ™ In an English question, place a one-word adverb  JRWSERNRE MFet,

-ﬁa—thnﬂmhblqv-b-uddzmbjec. RS T

B EBZE,

but subject adverts
‘Wil spacecraft ever

mhnhwhnﬂnuhrmm’
EXERCISE 4 534
Revising: F
npmedp-m(-b,m RFFALT AT
SMARBRR (U,
Example: #R, AWM EPTR
Mostchidren have by te ime they ars teven ot oot A

By the time they are seven, most children have lost a tooth:
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CHAPTER 1

Assessing the
Writing Situation

“Writing is easy,” snarled the late sportswriter Red Smith. “All
you do is sit down at the typewriter and open a vein.” Most writers
would smile in agreement, and so might you. Like anything worth-
while, writing well takes hard work. This chapter and the next two
will show you some techniques that successful writers use to ease
the discomfort of writing and produce effective compositions.

ﬁUnderstanding how writing happens

Every time you sit down to write, you embark on a writing
process—the term for all the activities, mental and physical, that go
into creating what eventually becomes a finished piece of work.
Even for experienced writers the process is usually messy, which is
one reason that it is sometimes difficult. Though we may get a sense
of ease and orderliness from a well-crafted magazine article, we can
safely assume that the writer had to work hard to achieve those
qualities, struggling to express half-formed thoughts, shaping and
reshaping paragraphs to make a point convincingly.

There is no one writing process: no two writers proceed in the
same way, and even an individual writer adapts his or her process
to the task at hand. Still, most experienced writers pass through cer-
tain stages that overlap and circle back on each other:

» Analyzing the writing situation: considering subject, purpose,
audience, and other elements of the project (pp. 4-18).

» Developing or planning: gathering information, focusing on a
central theme, and organizing material (pp. 19-46).

http://www.ablongman.com/littlebrown
For added help with the writing process, click on
» The writing process
» Video tutorials
» Exercises
» Downloads
» Web links



» Drafting: expressing and connecting ideas (pp. 47-51).
s Revising and editing: rethinking and improving structure, con-
tent, style, and presentation (pp. 51-65).

With experience, as you complete varied assignments and try the
varied techniques described in this book, you will develop your own
basic writing process.

Note Like many others, you may believe that writing is only, or
even mainly, a matter of correctness. True, any written message
will find a more receptive audience if it is correct in grammar,
spelling, and similar matters. But these concerns should come late
in the writing process, after you've allowed yourself to discover
what you want to say, freeing yourself to make mistakes along the
way. As one writer put it, you need to get the clay on the potter’s
wheel before you can shape it into a bowl, and you need to shape
the bowl before you can perfect it. So get your clay on the wheel,
and work with it until it looks like a bowl. Then worry about cor-
rectness.

EXERCISE 1

Starting a writing journal

Recall several writing experiences that you have had—a letter you

had difficulty composing, an essay you enjoyed writing, an all-
- nighter spent happily or miserably on a term paper, a posting to

an online newsgroup that received a surprising response. What do
© these experiences reveal to you about writing, particularly your

successes and problems with it? For instance:

Do you like to experiment with language?
Are some kinds of writing easier than others?
. Do you have trouble getting ideas or expressing them?
Do you worry about grammar and spelling?
Do your readers usually understand what you mean?

Record these thoughts as part of continuing journal entries that
track your experiences as a writer. (See pp. 20-22 on keeping a
journal, and see the exercises titled “Considering your past work”
in Chapters 1-4.) As you complete writing assignments for your
composition course and other courses, keep adding to the journal,
noting especially which procedures seem most helpful to you. Your
- aim is to discover your feelings about writing so that you can de-
velop a dependable writing process of your own.

Tﬁ.Analyzing the writing situation

Any writing you do for others occurs in a context that both lim-
its and clarifies your choices. You are communicating something
about a particular subject to a particular audience of readers for a
specific reason. You may need to conduct research. You'll be up
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