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Unit One

Greek and Roman Mythology

Pre-reading Questions
1. The Greek and Roman mythologies have fascinated human beings for centuries. Name
some of your favorite myths and tell your classmates why you like them. |
2. Are there any similarities or differences between Greek and Roman myths? If so, what
are they?

1. Greek Creation Myth
Daphne Elliott

In the beginning, Chaos, an amorphous®, gaping® void® encompassing the entire
universe, and surrounded by an unending stream of water ruled by the god Oceanus, was the
domain of a goddess named Eurynome, which means “far-ruling” or “wide-wandering”. She
was the Goddess of A/l Things, and desired to make order out of the Chaos. By coupling with a
huge and powerful snake, Ophion, or as some legends say, coupling with the North Wind, she
gave birth to Eros, god of Love, also known as Protagonus, the “firstborn”.

’FEurynome separated the sky from the sea by dancing on the waves of Oceanus. In this
manner, she created great lands upon which she might wander, a veritable® universe,

@ amorphous [a'mo:fas]: shapeless
@ gaping: deep and wide open

@ void: an empty space

@ veritable ['veritabl]: real or genuine
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populating it with exotic creatures such as Nymphs, Furies, and Charities as well as with

countless beasts and monsters.

3Also born out of Chaos were Gaia, called Earth, or Mother Earth, and Uranus, the
embodiment of the Sky and the Heavens, as well as Tartarus, god of the sunless and terrible
region beneath Gaia, the Earth.

*Gaia and Uranus married and gave birth to the Titans, a race of formidable® giants,
which included a particularly wily® giant named Cronus.

’Gaia and Uranus warned Cronus that a son of his would one day overpower him. Cronus
therefore swallowed his numerous children by his wife Rhea, to keep that forecast from taking
place.

SThis angered Gaia greatly, so when the youngest son, Zeus, was born, Gaia took a stone,
wrapped it in swaddling clothes® and offered it to Cronus to swallow. This satisfied Cronus, and
Gaia was able to spirit the baby Zeus away to be raised in Crete, far from his grasping father.

In due course, Zeus grew up, came homeward, and into immediate conflict with the
tyrant Cronus. Zeus needed his brothers and sisters’ help in slaying the tyrant. Metis, Zeus’s
first wife, found a way of administering an emetic® to Cronus, who then threw up his five
previous children, who were Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, and Poseidon. Together they went
to battle against their father. The results were that all of his children, led by Zeus, vanquished
Cronus forever into Tartarus’ domain, the Dark World under the Earth.

8Thus, Zeus triumphed over not only his father, and his father’s family of Giants, he
triumphed over his brothers and sisters as well, bringing order out of Chaos. Zeus made
himself Supreme God over all, creating a great and beautiful place for his favored gods to live,
on Mount Olympus, in Thessaly. All the others were left to fend for themselves in lands below
Mount Olympus.

®Zeus did bring order out of Chaos, but one of his failings was that he did not look kindly
upon the people, those creatures that populated the lands over which he reigned. They
complained about the lack of good food and the everlasting cold nights. Zeus ignored their

@ formidable ['fo:midabl]: inspiring fear or respect through being impressively large, powerful, intense, or capable AJ4fiff]; 4
AR RATH

@ wily ['waili]: cunning  ¥it B BRBK

® swaddling clothes: strips of cloth wrapped around a newborn infant to hold its legs and arms still ¥}

@ emetic [Tmetik): a medicine or other substance that causes vomiting A7)
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complaints, while he and the other gods feasted endlessly on steaming hot game from the

surrounding forests, and had great crackling fires in every room of their palaces where they
lived in the cold winter.

191t is said in many myths, that Prometheus, one of the Titans not vanquished in the war
between Zeus and the giants, had molded a race of people from clay, or that he had combined
specks of every living creature, molded them together, and produced a new race, The Common
Man. At the very least he was their champion before Zeus.

"'Fire for cooking and heating was reserved only for the gods to enjoy. Prometheus stole
some of the sparks of a glowing fire from the Olympians, so that the people below Olympus
could have fire for cooking and warmth in the winter, thus greatly improving their lot in life.

127eus was furious at this insult to his absolute power. He had Prometheus bound and
chained to a rock on Mount Caucasus, and subjected to the attack of an eagle which, for ages,
preyed upon his liver, yet succeeded not in consuming it.

3Adding insult to injury, Zeus had his son, Hephaestus, fashion a wicked but beautiful
creature to torment Prometheus. It was a woman, whom they named Pandora, which means
“all gifts”. When Prometheus stole fire from heaven, Zeus took vengeance® by presenting
Pandora to Epimetheus, Prometheus’ brother. Pandora was given a precious and beautiful box,
which she was told not to open under any circumstance. Impelled by her natural curiosity,
Pandora opened the jar, and all the evils that plague men flew out and spread over the earth.
She hastened to close the lid, but the whole contents of the jar had escaped, except for one
thing which lay at the bottom, Hope.

S0, from “far-ruling” Furynome to the creation of the Common Man, Greek creation
myths are inextricably® filled with difficulties, though often ameliorated® by the gift of
Hope.

(Hotes

1. The text is retrieved from http://www.pantheon.org.
2. Chaos (para.l)—meaning “gaping void”. There are many explanations as to who or what

(@ vengeance ['vendzens): punishment in return for a wrong & fh.
@ inextricably [in'ekstrikebli]: inescapably; unavoidably A~ A7 ## % (¥
@ ameliorate [9'mi:ljoreit]: make or become better; improve
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Chaos is, but most theories state that it was the void from which all things developed into

a distinctive entity, or in which they existed in a confused and amorphous shape before
they were separated into genera. In other words, Chaos is or was “nothingness.” The
Roman writer Ovid gave Chaos its modern meaning: that of an unordered and formiess
primordial mass.

3. Eros (para.1)—the Greek god of love and sexual desire. In later mythology Eros is the
offspring of Aphrodite and Ares.

4. Nymphs (para.2)—referring to spirits of nature. They are minor female deities and the
protectors of springs, mountains, and rivers. Nymphs are represented as young, pretty
girls. The male counterpart of a nymph is the satyr.

5. Furies (para.2)—referring to the three goddesses of vengeance: Tisiphone (avenger of
murder), Megaera (the jealous) and Alecto (constant anger). Without mercy, the Furies
would punish all crime including the breaking of rules considering all aspects of society.

6. Charities (para.2)—Charities or Graces are the personifications of charm and beauty in
nature and in human life. They love all things beautiful and bestow talent upon mortals.
Together with the Muses they serve as sources of inspiration in poetry and the arts. They
ordinarily numbered three, from youngest to oldest: Aglaca (Beauty), Euphrosyne
(Mirth), and Thalia (God Cheer).

7. Titans (para.4)—referring to a race of godlike giants who were considered to be the
personifications of the forces of nature. They are the twelve children (six sons and six
daughters) of Gaia and Uranus. Each son married, or had children of, one of his sisters.
They are: Cronus and Rhea, lapetus and Themis, Oceanus and Tethys, Hyperion and
Theia, Crius and Mnemosyne, and Coeus and Phoebe.

8. Rhea (para.5)—the mother of the gods, daughter of Uranus and Gaia. She is married to
her brother Cronus and is the mother of Demeter, Hades, Hera, Hestia, Poseidon and
Zeus.

9. Metis (para.7)—Metis was born of Oceanus and Tethys, of an earlier age than Zeus and
his siblings.

10. Pandora (para.13)—the first woman on earth. The gods endowed her with many talents:

Aphrodite gave her beauty, Apollo music, Hermes persuasion, and so forth. Hence her
name Pandora means “all-gifted”.



Unit One  Greek and Roman Mythology %

CSaxercises

I. Judge whether the following statements are true or false.
1. In the beginning, there was no land but the sea and the sky.
2. Gaia and Uranus’ marriage stands for the union between the sky and the earth.
3. All gods lived on Mount Olympus.
4. Prometheus was the guardian of human beings.
5. Pandora was sent to the world as a gift from Zeus.

II. Choose the best explanation for the italicized part.

1. In the beginning, Chaos, an amorphous, gaping void encompassing the entire universe ...
(para.l)
a. controlling b. surrounding ¢. causing

2. Also born out of Chaos were Gaia, called Earth, or Mother Earth, and Uranus, the
embodiment of the Sky and the Heavens ...(para.3)
a. abstract concept b. personification c.concrete  representation

3. This satisfied Cronus, and Gaia was able to spirit the baby Zeus away to be raised in
Crete, far from his grasping father. (para.6)
a. take away secretly b. inspirit c. blow

4. Zeus needed his brothers and sisters’ help in slaying the tyrant ... (para.7)
a. murdering b. defeating ¢. killing

5. Metis, Zeus’s first wife, found a way of administering an emetic to Cronus ... (para.7)
a. managing b. giving c. tendering

6. The results were that all of his children, led by Zeus, vanquished Cronus forever into
Tartarus’ domain ... (para.7)
a. won b. defeated c. disappeared

7. All the others were left to fend for themselves in lands below Mount Olympus. (para.8)
a. raise b. fight c. look after

8. ... feasted endlessly on steaming hot game from the surrounding forests ... (para.9)
a. wild animals b. pastime ¢. meat of hunted animals

9. ... thus greatly improving their /ot in life. (para.11)
a. luck b. fate c. living

10. Impelled by her natural curiosity, Pandora opened the jar, and all the evils that plague

5
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men flew out and spread over the earth. (para.13)
a. Driven b. Stirred c. Moved

I11. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. In this manner, she created great lands upon which she might wander, a veritable
universe, populating it with exotic creatures such as Nymphs, Furies, and Charities as
well as with countless beasts and monsters. (para.2)

2. Zeus ignored their complaints, while he and the other gods feasted endlessly on
steaming hot game from the surrounding forests, and had great crackling fires in every
room of their palaces where they lived in the cold winter. (para.9)

3. Zeus was furious at this insult to his absolute power, and had Prometheus bound and
chained to a rock on Mount Caucasus, and subjected to the attack of an eagle which, for
ages, preyed upon his liver, yet succeeded not in consuming it. (para.12)

IV. Questions for consideration and discussion.

1. ‘So, from “far-ruling” Eurynome to the creation of the Common Man, Greek creation
myths are inextricably filled with difficulties, though often ameliorated by the gift of
Hope.” What are the “difficulties” and what does “Hope™ refer to?

2. Comment on the fight between Zeus and his father and the conflict between Zeus and
Prometheus.

3. Surf the Internet, and get the implied meaning of Pandora’s Box.

2. The Olympians

'The Twelve Olympians were the principal gods of the Greek pantheon®, residing atop
Mount Olympus. The classical scheme of the Twelve Olympians (the Canonical Twelve of art
and poetry) compris’cs the following gods: Zeus, Poseidon, Hera, Hestia, Demeter, Ares,
Hephaestus, Athena, Apollo, Artemis, Aphrodite, and Hermes. For their Roman counterparts®,
they are named as (in corresponding order): Jupiter, Neptune, Juno, Vesta, Ceres, Mars, Vulcan,

(© pantheon: all the gods of a nation or people
@ counterpart: somebody or something corresponding to another Hf7 (ERFERD) MIMMA: X VAIEHY
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Minerva, Apollo, Diana, Venus and Mercury.

’After overthrowing his Father Cronus, Zeus drew lots with his brothers Poseidon and
Hades. Zeus won the draw and became the supreme ruler of the gods. He was the god of the
sky and rain. Being the supreme ruler he upheld law, justice and morals, and this made him the
spiritual leader of both gods and men. His main attribute® was the thunderbolt. In Homer’s
epic poem The Iliad Zeus sent thunderstorms against his enemies. The name Zeus is related to
the Greek word dios, meaning “bright”. His other attributes as well as lightning were the
scepter®, the eagle and his aegis. He was famous for his many affairs®. He was also known to
punish those that lied or broke oaths. In art, Zeus was usually portrayed as bearded, middle
aged but with a youthful figure. He would look very regal® and imposing.

Poseidon was a god of many names. He was most famous as the god of the sea. After the
division of the universe involved him and his brothers, Poseidon became ruler of the sea while
Zeus ruled the sky, and Hades got the underworld. The other divinities attributed to Poseidon
involved the god of earthquakes and the god of horses. The symbols associated with Poseidon
included: dolphins, tridents®, and three-pronged fish spears. Poseidon was relied upon by
sailors for a safe voyage on the sea. Many men drowned horses in sacrifice of his honor.
However, Poseidon was a very moody divinity, and his temperament® could sometimes result
in violence. Poseidon often used his powers of earthquakes, water, and horses to inflict fear
and punishment on people as revenge. Though he could be difficult and assert his powers over
the gods and mortals, Poseidon could be cooperative and it was he who helped the Greeks
during the Trojan War. Poseidon is an essential character in the study of Greek mythology.

4Hera, the queen of the Olympian deities, was wife and sister of Zeus. She was the
protector of marriage and took special care of married women. Hera’s marriage was founded in
strife® with Zeus and continued in strife. Zeus courted her unsuccessfully. He then turned to
trickery, changing himself into a disheveled® cuckoo. Feeling sorry for the bird, Hera held it

@ attribute ['setribju:t): an object associated with and serving to identify a character B1E, &

@ scepter: a ceremonial staff, rod, or wand used as an emblem of a monarch’s authority FiAL

® affair: a romantic and sexual relationship between two who are not married to each other

@ regal ['rizgsl] : typical of a king or queen, and therefore impressive % T £

® trident ['traident]: the three-pronged spear = X3

® temperament: the manner of thinking, behaving, or reacting characteristic of a specific person 1%
@ strife [straif]: bitter conflict P5E

disheveled [di'[ eveld]: (of a person’s hair, clothes, or appearance) untidy
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to her breast and warmed it. Zeus then resumed his normal form and raped her. She then

married him to cover her shame. Most stories concerning Hera have to do with her jealous
revenge for Zeus’s infidelities®. Her sacred animals were the cow and the peacock.

SHestia, the eldest sister of Zeus, was the goddess of the hearth® fire, hence presiding
over domestic life. She was a virgin goddess, and when wooed by Poseidon and Apollo, swore
by the head of Zeus to remain a virgin. She had no throne, but tended the sacred fire in the hall
on the Olympus and every hearth on Earth was her altar. Every home had a hearth that was
dedicated to her, and each day began and ended with a ritual requesting that she protect and
nurture the family within. She was the gentlest of all the Olympians.

Demeter was the earth goddess, who brought forth the fruits of the earth, particularly the
various grains. She taught mankind the art of sowing and ploughing so they could end their
nomadic® existence. As such, Demeter was also the goddess of planned society. As a fertility®
goddess she is sometimes identified with Rhea and Gaia. Demeter was a sister of Zeus, by
whom she became the mother of Persephone. When Persephone was abducted by Hades,
Demeter wandered the earth in search of her lost child. During this time the earth brought forth
no grain. Finally Zeus sent Hermes to the underworld, ordering Hades to restore Persephone to
her mother. Only when her daughter was with her, Demeter let things grow (summer). The
dying and blossoming of nature was thus connected with Demeter. Her usual symbolic
attributes were the fruits of the earth and the torch, the latter presumably referring to her search
for Persephone. Her sacred animals were the snake and the pig.

"Ares, a son of Zeus and Hera, was the god of war and battle and the instigator of
violence. Because of his cruel and war-like nature he was despised by all the gods, even his
own father disliked him. Ares could be bloody, merciless, fearful and cowardly and possessed
no moral attributes. He was, however, unable to withstand the loveliness of Aphrodite, who
subsequently became his consort. His bird was the vulture and his animal was the dog.

$Hephaestus, the only god to be physically ugly, was the son of Zeus and Hera. He was
the god of fire, especially the blacksmith’s fire. Being a great craftsman he manufactured
wonderful articles from various materials, primarily from metal. He was the god of volcanoes.

@ infidelity [infi'deliti]: unfaithfulness to a sexual partner R 31

@ hearth: fireplace 1R

® nomadic [neu'meedik]: wandering #FH( 19

@ fertility [fa:'tiliti]: the state of being fertile, productiveness %8, %>

8



