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For centuries people have looked skyward,
casting an envious eye at the birds and
dreaming of a day when they too could fly.




THE FIRST BALLOONISTS?

tween 500 8C_and ap 900, the people of the Nazca culture drew huge
figures on the desert plains, near the coast of Peru in South America. Many of
these gigantic pictures of animals are only visible from the air. Some scientists
believe that this ancient culture knew how to fly in balloons to view the

; images. Nazca potters often decorated their pots with pictures of balloons

| and kites, and Nazca textiles show pictures of flying men. In the 1970s Nazca
fabrics were tested by a modern balloon-making company. The comparty
found that the traditional fabrics had a tighter weave than the material the
company made themselves, making them ideal for hot-air ballooning. In 1975
the international Explorers Society of Miami made their own balloon, Condor

the giant artworks might have been created by similar fires centuries ago.
Condor I rose 380 ft (116 m) into the air and descended safely after several
minutes. This does not prove that the ancient Peruvians knew how to fly but

| shows that it was a possibility.

/, based on Peruvian designs and materials. The balloon was filled with hot
smoke produced by burning dry wood. Scorched circles of rock found near

A two-man crew tested Condor |, sitting on a cradle made
from bundles of reeds.

The Montgolfier brothers

BALLOONS IN EAST ASIA

More than 2,000 years ago, Chinese children played a game
that created tiny hot-air balloons. Historical records explain
that children placed a few dry twigs inside empty eggshells
and then set the twigs alight to send the eggshells flying.
Centuries later, in the 1200s, the Mongol people from the
wide open plains of Central Asia would launch a dragon-
shaped hot-air balloon to mark rallying points. The first
ascent of a hot-air balloon in the Western world, however,
did not occur until about 500 years later.
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THE FIRST HUMAN FLIGHT

The Montgolfiers’ 1783 demonstration in Versailles sent

a sheep, a duck, and a chicken into the air. (The animals
returned safely but failed to make it beyond Christmas
dinner) It was watched by Marquis d'Arlandes (1742-1809)
and his good friend Fran cois Pilatre de Rozier (1757-1785)
who then set about becoming the first people tc take to
the skies in a free-floating hot-air balloon. On a crisp, clear
November day in 1783, the two men ascended into the
skies over Paris in a Montgolfier balloon. Their 5.5 mile (9
km) journey above the city caused an uproar at the time.
When the balloon eventually landed in a field on the
outskirts of Paris, a group of peasant workers dropped to
their knees in prayer, believing the two adventurers to be

angels sent by God.




PUTTING BALLOONS TO WORK

r became the emperor of France, formed the world 's first
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ever military airborne division. Known as the

intrepid group of tethered balloonists

following hundred years tethered balloons were used
ity by many armies, including both sides
during the American Civil War (1861-1865).

A hydrogen balloon, known as Intrepid, is inflated by a surveillance unit
during the American Civil War. A spotter aboard the balloon gave reports on
the movements of the enemy force.
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