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THESIS :Evolution of the Hui Communities in Cities of China:A

Case Study on Nanjing Qijiawan Community

Abstract:

The Hui Nationality is one of the special minorities in China,
which formed the Hui communities in most cities of China in the past
centuries. These traditional communities are facing the same destiny
and theme under the lash of urban modernization.

Nanjing is one of the most important cultural metropolises at the
edge of Anhui and Jiangsu,with the cream of north—and-south cul-
tures and the vein of ten—dinasty cultures. It has been the capital of
China in the period of Minguo(1912~1949) and gathered plural cul-
tures of the world. These superiorities have made the practical base of
pluralistic culture. Qijiawan Community of the Hui,our study case, is
just one of the important parts of the pluralistic culture.

Qijiawan is situated on the south of inner Qinhuai River. The
Caotian Palace is just beyond the river and along the river lies
Fuzimiao,an old CBD for centuries.The Nanjing Huis have been
living here from generation to generation. The traditional Islamic
culture of the Hui had well been preserved here and it had held an
important position of the Chinese Hui history.

Urban modernization and old district dissettlements have had the
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citizens left their homeland. The region of Qijiawan Community has
greatly been changed. The traditional community has been Vreshaped,
national and religious culture is hardly kept upon by new generations,
citizens’lives and belongings come into difficulties, social psychology
is facing with new challenges, some citizens are forced into poverty by
dissettlements, and all these problems have made the old community
residers complain everywhere. Urban modernization and the preserva—
tion of the traditional community of the Hui contradict each other
strongly.

The theme of this paper:  Social evolution and development are
forcing cultural plurality disappearing, on the other hand, the people’s
humane spirits and plural cultures need to last long. How can we
arrange that?

This paper is divided into 9 parts, besides the preface and the
concluding remarks, it has 7 chapters.

 Inthe preface, it simply introduces the cause of this research.
The main reason that the author took Qijiawan Community as a study
case is Qijiawan Community has many typical characteristics of the
Hui communities. The period and field of this research are mentioned
here.

Chapter 1 describes the contradictories: dissettlement of the
urban traditional communities of the Hui and the maintenance of the
national cultural characteristics, which the Hui’s urban communities
are experiencing. We did our research work with synthetic community
method, it includes the methods of comprehensive sociology, cultural
anthropology, positivist questionnaires. At last the chapter introduces
the main persons that the author visited in the past two years.

Chapter 2 goes through the scientific research achievements of
the Hui communities and of the urban communities in the last century.

The author notes that the research on the contemporary exchanging of



the Hui communities is still lacked though the research of the Hui
communities has lasted for about a century. The research achieve—
ments on the urban minority communities are also in short. So this
research has some initiatives.

Chapter 3 discusses the course of development of the traditional
Qijiawan Community, and points out that the traditional Qijiawan
Community had great importance in the Hui history. Though great
changes had taken place after liberation, Qijiawan Community still
remained traditional pattern before 1990. Social memories are the
important condition for the Community to keep on its own history and
culture.

Chapter 4 discusses the classical social structure in urban tradi-
tional Hui communities in the period of late Minguo. It points out that
urban traditional Hui community owned the economic structure
depending on “Qinzhen” food, the organic structure with “Pangeng—
cao” characteristic, and the cultural structure with Islamic religion.

Chapter 5 shows how the “governmental leading” modernization
lashes the human ecology of urban traditional Hui communities. The
author introduces the main experiences of dissettlements in Qijiawan
in the last decade, analyses the social adaptability and cultural
acceptance of the Qijiawan citizens, and draws out some reasonable
explanations. The author finally points out that the traditional Qijiawan
Community had disappeared as the removing of the symbol buildings.

Chapter 6 discusses how the west treats the minority traditional
cultures with the case of Chinese communities, and points out that the
west pays great attention to protecting the minority traditional
cultures. This paper emphasizes, the Chinese urban modemnization
should learn from the west, and the community residers ought to share
the achievements of the urban modernization mainly through the best

way of “remoulding while utilizing”.
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Chapter 7 puts out some analytical principles based on the
discussion of the sociological structural functionalism. It demonstrates
the social and cultural functions of the urban Hui communities with
two visual angles: remarkable function and disremarkable function.
The exchanging reasons of the urban Hui communities are discussed
at the end.

Concluding remarks:With the new Caoqiao Mosque built up,
Qijiawan Community would recover its social functions in the coming
future. Qijiawan will become a new typical modern Hui community to

suit the urban medernization.

Appendix: Questionnaires



