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William Shakespeare
EEE - P TF{1564—1616)

Two outward influences were powerful in developing the genius of Shake
speare, the little village of Stratford, center of the most beautiful and romantic
district in rural England, and the great city London, the center of the world’s
political activity. In one he learned 1o know the natural man in his natural envi-
ronment; in the other, the social, the artificial man in the most unnatural of
surroundings. Shakespeare was baptized in the little parish church at Stratford-
on-Aveon on the 26th of April, 1564, three days after his birth. His {ather, John
Shakespearcs was a farmer’s son from the neighboring village, who came to
Stratford about 1511, and began to prosper as a trader in corn, meat, leather,
and other agricultural products. Shakespeare probably attended for a few years
the endowed grammar school al Stratford, where he picked up the *small Latin
and less Greek” to which his learned friend Ben Jonson refers. When Shake-
speare was aboul fourteen years old his father lost his little property and fell in-
to debt, and the boy probably left school to help support the family of younger
children. In 1582, Shakespeare was married to Anne Hathaway, the daughter of
a peasant family, who was eight vears older than her boy husband. From nu-

merous sarcastic references to marriage made by the characters in his plays, and
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from the {act that he soon left his wife and family and went to London, 1t is
generally alleged that the marriage was a hasiy and unhappy one.

O his life in London from 1387 101611, the period of his greatest literary
activity, many of his plays were popular and quite a number of them were pub-
lished in his life time. Afier his death a collection of his plays, 37 in all, were
published in folic form by two of his friends in 1623. After his enormous success
in London, he retired to his native town to live quietly with his wifc and daugh-
ters. He died on the probable anniversary of his birth, April 23, 1616.

It is generally asserted that, if Shakespeare had written no plays, his pocm
alone would have given him a commanding place in thc Elizabethan Age. His
sonnets, 154 in number, are the only direct expression of the poet’s own feel-

ings, they were published together in 1609,

Sonnet 29

When. in disgrace’ with Fortune and men’s eyes,

| all alone beweep’ my outcast state’,

And trouble deaf heav’n with my bootless* cries
And look upon myself , and curse my fate,

Wishing me like to" one more rich in hope,
Featured like hin' , like him with friends possessed',
Desiring this man’s art® and that man’s scope''»
With what | most enjoy contented least’ .

Yett?, in these thoughts™® myself almost despising »
Heply'® | think on thee, and then my state’®,

Like to the lark at break of day arising.,

From sullen earth’’ , sings hymns at heaven’s gate,
For thy sweet love remembered'such wealth brings

That then | scorn to change'® my state with kings™ .



Pt SR

in disgrace: disfavor, out of favour %, W

. beweep: weep over, lament BH7

. outcast state; condition of being outcast, rejected PR AGIE A
. bootless; hopeless, useless, without remedy #E55

—

. leok upon myself. engage in sclf-contemplation 8144

. like to; like

. leatured like him: beautilul like his {R33-f A —#E XK

- with friends possessed: possessed with {riends (with a set of {riends) )" 3FAA

K

9. art: skill of any kind (involving skill, craft, learning, literary achievement)
A1

10. scope: range of accomplishment, plentiful opportunities, intellectual range
BN,

11. contented least: (least satisfied)with the things of which I have maost Xifeerees
N

12. yet; still, even than

13, thoughts: considerations

14. myself almost despising: JL-EF{ERRE O

15. heply: by chance; with a suggestion also of “happily” ZE&f

Lo B = < s B - s

16, state; mental or emotional mood

17. sullen earth; dark, shadowy earth, with some connotations of melancholy Ff
NN i)

18. thy sweet love remembered: the recollection of your sweet love {or me; or the
recollection of your sweet self, whom I love 8RR AT RE,; RO
IR

19. secorn to change: waouldn’t consider changing g---- 3 AF Wt AN B — iR
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20. kings: plural; or plural posscssive, “kings’” or singular possessive, “king’

s”= that of a king

- WUTTEF AR TREERE” (sonnct), EA—FFRER, KAREFT=
LM EXH. B rHite, EXRR ARSRE (Petrarch) 2% H#E
W, Soh—R AR RRR R, —HEEES, HEFRARDSE - 5
(Thomas Wyatt 1503—1542) JERXH -+ ATRe i BI%EE, HERT =1L
Bl B QB AT, R AT AR E Y R, 5k, EKH
R RITRR — R ERFAE T — 8 XE, FHETLHEREFT A+ M
TEr)n, HEEA T FEAREEUHE, FU ‘WL R iR
(Shakespearian Sonnet) {EG#EE TR REE T “EREF +H
78" (Petrachan Sennet),

BR MR TIAT I YRR MG A ES (lambic pentameter), {EHRF
FRIX PR EA. RS RE T TR R — AR abbaabba cdecde, T
75 1 EL AR | I0AT ER R #I 2 ababededefelgeg, MBI VT LIE H s+
AR R R > LA R IR . FASH A &R - AT R4 ABIAAT (octave) ,
MSAAT (sestet) FERAY. RIAGT—RBRA— R, 84— F ek,
R AR AT I #R AR R O, BRI A R ER R AT H
B, BT+ A4S R E Sy, B = AT (quatrain) I — & 4]
(couplet), H—MMTHRIER—HEHARBE M, BiG— " E)—BR X
BI=AIAT IR B 6 R URE, ARG LT — 1 EAXNER.

B T ERRAE KB ORERIER, T 1609 5ERRT 154 &+ AT,
HEEFENRT ~EEEAEES . KSEMR&ART LT+ N1y
A L AR EEER Y, B, S —(E R TR 126 HFHE SRk
LRI 26 B, BILLE S, PEHERTETFRANEEEES TAGE.,
XA T RIS R R AR AR R AR R R R T R B EHMFE R
VoK.
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XEFICR THNFERFEFAL AP, 2 A D50 %
Rgml, fERERNANAERNELE, KW —ERMBEFER A, K1
HERT, BRABR=E -HREREZHE.

BB — TR AR T HRE S K008, B “XE Tz EZ %
ABIEIR”. HEE “when” (H-BHR) RETEEFR, HFFARTIH
ARAEAEASRESE R . R0, BT RILATRREMERIVER, WA
M7 RS MY, EAREFARNACEEAMFROLTMH
BN, X—ITH “state” —RBARE F L, H—FritoHe{i(an estate or a
person’s status), H T Hik IiFAKBERN (2 state of mind) . 74, “out-
cast” (BEMFR) HHEHEFLFMEE (outcast from Eden) RFZHEE. &%
=, WESF, FARMEKERBITHERNER, ERRHEED, R
BESR TR B A BHRFTR T . {7 “BRI” (wouble) BX, “HNHENS
" (cursed my fate),

HFATES /4 M1F (the second quatrain) B FEK T B [T L ARM MR
i A E A ORI s AFSEERTARLLIE (like 1o one more rich in hope);
ER, BFAT, FRALRLESIR R ATEREMA, RIETER LA D &, TG
Bl 4k” (Featured like him, like him with friends possessed), “HAPABIKEFI
F#” (Desiring this man’s art and that man’s scope) . X8, FFASREHEN—
BB B B TSR, W “featured” BEA S FHEE (handsomed MEF L BH
Hify BE (having a prominent position) MEE; “art” LB, EHER
HfE: “scope” BUFEIEULEMIIZ (plentiful opportunities), IEF & AME
A %% (range of accomplishment) tUATEE BB E AN HHEE (mental stam-
na), ERZOCENHZBIIUEFEACHBANBERBLEIIARET
(With what T most enjoy contented least), S5 W, ¥ A XTI
Wi (paradox), TR TEEIEHRE, SEEE EMNAEM A FASHAER
ST EEER, T RAVRIETH O,

THHALTFREBEEWAZLEE, “JLTFHEBDESE"  (Yet in these
thoughts myself almost despising) BLOZESM, FAHEDRHUE, — S AER
REWWSHI T, FARZAESIREHBE, OFER &4 T ERAEN,

5
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PR AR AR R T M 2 IR AR, B R, fREOEN R -HadEr
HeBgnt s [ 7225” (Like to the lark at break of day arising), JIMiEHK. =%
M RX TR, ERETHN—RXMFHR, FFARMRRER,
RIS NES. &SNS TIREMRES, NELTFIRE R,
HIPHEEEA TR S £ 6, EBEENE, FAERKBHM2W “ARFN”
(sullen), BT B R DB (2 — g p AR, TEERREN KM
- R R B LA B R, A8 L AAB MR A, BT XA (K
HEEEEAN) MOERAS—F, mEmEXE, BERM XK sings hymns
at heaven’s gate), B AR HCOEALBBTHE.

EEEHEAE, SANBSEERLET, FHERLANEINCE2H
REBLELE, KZMaEnRE—MBEMAR. WERIREANEM: “8
FRMERE, RTRES, BERF LM TR, RUEABEZRZHR” (For thy
sweet love remembercd such wealth brings/ That I scorn to change my state
with kings. )., iF AFFH Y wealth —iAgAEE SR T EHME., MEESE A
Wi (5584 EFFEANAERSHUNE. A%, VA%, FARERN
frd PR A N FERG R 2R, AT BB R R ARICILE
BAREMIEMRERMNE T, HAROE (state) WREHSE—T THER
WETH— RN MEE. X2 ARILHRERERE L, A
ESRNERORERK, T2, BAEEXBRNEARZRERERTT .

1. What sort of sentiments does the poet want to convey? How does he convey
such sentiments?

2. Why does the poet compare himself to the lark afier he remembers his beloved?

3. State the ceniral idea of the sonnet,

4, Analyze the relation between the form division and the thought division of the

sonnet.,
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