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Teachers’ Introduction

The Aims of the Books

The New Charm English series has been written by an international group of
professional foreign writers living in China, with the help and support of a team of
experienced Chinese writers and teachers. It is the only set of textbooks that incorporates
“motivation” as its central theme,

The New Charm English series has been designed to provide teachers and students
with a wide variety of interesting level-appropriate reading passages, and an excellent
variety of well-constructed exercises based on each passage and the vocabulary and
structures contained within it.

The texts have largely been selected from books published in the United States and
the UK that have been written by top motivational speakers and business leaders from
that country. Native speakers of English were the original target audience for the books,

&

so the excerpts are in “real” English—not specially written for foreign students. The
main advantage of this is that the texts are not contrived in any way and the students read
English as it is naturally written for educated readers.

The levels that the books are loosely designed for are as {ollows:

Book 1—National College Entrance Examination / University Freshmen

Book 2-—CET Band 4 / University Sophomores

Book 3—CET Band 6 and NETEM / University Juniors

Book 4—I1ELTS and TOEFL iBT / University Seniors

The books can be utilized in a wide variety of formats and programs. It offers a
variety of language, grammar, exercises, and activities that are designed to teach reading
and writing, with discussion points also included in each lesson. Books 1 and 2 each
contain 50 lessons, whilst Books 3 and 4 each have 30 lessons. Class time can be allotted
according to the specific situation of the students.

The material is presented in an interesting and engaging manner, with ample opportunities
for mixed skill and communicative activities. Games and small group activities have been
included. These allow teachers to manage large classes, give each student a chance to
speak and contribute, and allow for many kinds of discussion, analysis and comparison.
When a group of discussion questions is presented, the teacher can form groups and have
each group discuss until they reach a consensus. Then each group can present their
conclusions to the class. Students can compare and contrast their ideas, which allows real

communication, the development of verbal logic and argumentation skills, the integration



of language skills and a cementing of the material presented in the passages.

Most topics throughout the series are personalized, allowing students to discuss
their own experiences and ideas. The reading texts encourage the students to consider the
wider aspects of life. A lot of factual information is presented in the texts, which
students will probably not be aware of. This helps in that each lesson becomes generally
educational, not only linguistically so.

The vocabulary exercises encourage students to develop a wider lexical resource
through the use of synonyms and precision through the use of different word forms
(adjectives, adverbs, nouns and verbs) derived from a single base word.

Finally, it is worth reminding teachers that it is not necessary to do all of the

activities in each lesson.

Book Format

Pre-reading

This consists of an introduction related to the text with a few questions for
discussion prior to reading the text. The aim is to get the students thinking about the
subject matter of the text. The pre-reading section frequently contains information of a
cultural nature, so that students become familiar with the cultural context of the text.
Pre-reading exercises can be handled in pairs, small groups, or at class level. They are
ideal for “warming up” a class prior to the task of reading.

Text )

The theme running through the four books in the series is “motivation”, though
there are several texts that are indirectly related to this topic and have been included for
their general interest value and to add some variety. One of the key ideas behind choosing
these particular texts was that they offer plenty for students to think about and discuss.
We hope that the motivational theme will offer inspiration to students in both their quest
to learn English and in their everyday lives.

Texts were placed in the scries according to their vocabulary content and length.
The vocabulary content of Books 1 through 4 matches that required at NCEE, CET-4,
CET-6, NETEM, IELTS and TOEFL iBT levels. The length of the texts almost always
falls into the following ranges.

Book 1-—100 to 250 words

Book 2-—200 to 350 words

Book 3—400 to 600 words

Book 4—450 to 800 words
Reading for gist

Books 3 and 4 ask students to note the time that they start and finish reading texts.



This is to develop faster reading skills -to enable students to deal with extended texts
within given time limits. The students are required to answer simple questions about the
text and note down their comprehension score. One of the advantages of this exercise is that
it places some responsibility with the student for their own learning.
New words, phrases and expressions, proper nouns

Any vocabulary that students at this level are not expected to know is listed after the
text. The words are translated into Chinese. Book 4 has the vocabulary defined in
English, using the meaning of the word as used in the text. Students should be
encouraged to use these definitions rather than the translations. The new words and
phrases and expressions form the basis of vocabulary exercises and language points.
Lexical resource will be a key indicator of the students’ level. If students do not know
words that are not listed, this will be an indicator that the students are not at the level of
that particular book.
Grammar notes/Sentence structure

One or two grammar points are listed for each lesson in Books 1 and 2. Sometinics,
these grammar points relate more closely to structuring than grammar. Grammar points
may be repeated to embed them in the minds of students. Grammar is presented
communicatively to link grammatical forms and their functions.
Language points

These include phrasal verbs, collocations, idioms, literary terms, etc. At least one
is presented in each lesson. Sometimes, the Language Points include an exercise. This
allows the students to practice and become familiar with the new language.
Reading comprehension

There are generally one or two comprehension exercises for each lesson. These
exercises should be attempted while referring back to the text. Each exercise contains
both easy and difficult questions. This allows less able students to feel confident that
they have achieved something and pushes better students’ abilities. The most common
exercise types are

(i) “true/false” with correction of the “false” sentences

(ii) creating answers in response to questions on the text

(ii1) multiple choice

When doing true-false and multiple choice exercises, teachers should elicit reasons
for the answers from students, or have them point out words or sentences that indicate an
answer. Teachers should encourage students to give answers in full sentences in order that they
get used to using appropriate grammar structures and become more communicative. Multiple
choice exercises also offer students the chance to explain why certain choices cannot be
true. Exercises that require students to produce full, original answers are naturally more
difficult, but offer an excellent opportunity for teachers to see whether students can

produce the language required at particular levels.



Grammar/Structures

There are one or two grammar exercises for each lesson, which involve work with
the subjects of the grammar points. The most common exercise types are

(i) gap-filling (cloze exercises)

(ii) matching sentence halves/clauses

(iii) sentence completion, using prompts

(iv) sentence completion, using students’ own ideas

Teachers should try to extend this section by allowing students to create sentences of
their own to practice the new forms wherever possible. The trend nowadays is towards

using grammar in a communicative setting, rather than simply memorizing grammatical

rules.
Vocabulary

Two or three vocabulary exercises are usually included in each lesson. The
vocabulary exercises involve using the New Words and Phrases and Expressions. The
most common vocabulary exercise types are

(i)  gap-filling (cloze exercises)

(ii) matching (synonyms and antonyms)

(iii) word forms (presented as tables)

(iv) sentence completion

(v) sentence creation

(vi) multiple choice

(vii) substitution

(viii) odd one out

One way of completing these exercises is to allow the students some time to complete
each exercise alone or in pairs, then elicit answers from the whole class. Teachers can
use the word forms tables to elicit sample sentences from students, allowing students to
become familiar with how each word form is used. Sentence completion exercises clearly
give the students opportunities to express their own ideas and opinions. Teachers can
demonstrate to a class that numerous answers are possible by asking a few students to
complete each sentence aloud in class.
Writing tips

One or two short tips are included in each lesson to help students with their writing
techniques. These tips range from ones that are very short and simple (in Books 1 and 2)
to more complex and lengthy ones (in Books 3 and 4), depending upon the level of
writing required by students taking examinations at those levels.
Writing

There is typically one writing exercise per lesson in Books 1 and 2. This rises to two
exercises in Book 3 and two or three in Book 4. The students are usually advised to write

a minimum number of words or are given a range which they should try to stick to.
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Book 1—80 to 120 words

Book 2—120 to 150 words

Book 3—150 to 250 words

Book 4—over 250 words

The creative writing topics are connected closely to the main text. Apart from
essays, there are précis writing, summary writing, and paraphrasing. In Book 1, the
writing topics are designed to engage the student in letter writing and the production of
short essays. In Book 2, students are usually asked to write short essays about personal
experiences or plans. In Book 3 and in Book 4, students write essays in a format similar
to that used in CET Band 6, NETEM, IELTS, TOEFL iBT and more formal academic
situations.
Discussion

These activities can be dealt with by dividing the students into small groups, then
bringing the groups together to report back to the class. The interactive nature of these
exercises allows students to use the vocabulary and structures they have learned. It truly
gives the students an opportunity to use English in a directed fashion, without the
restrictions of exercises.
The fun bit/The last word

These “exercises” include quizzes, word searches, interesting facts, etc. They often
serve 10 increase students’ vocabulary. Also, both students and teachers appreciate fun
activities, games, puzzles and songs. Especially on Fridays, or at the end of a long class, it
is relaxing and enjoyable to use language in a non-academic way. The fun bit exercises
often include references to websites which students can go to. These websites are in
English, subtly encouraging the students to use English outside class.
Answer key

These are provided for all exercises, including writing samples for the writing
exercises. Most exercises have clear answers (e. g. “true” or “false”), but other
exercises (such as sentences completion) may have numerous possible answers. Student
creativity should be encouraged wherever possible, because this illustrates clearly that
learning a foreign language is not about memorizing formulaic language, but is about

communicating a person’s thoughts to others.



An Introduction brthe dents

.

Would you like to improve your English? Are you planning on taking an English
exam soon? Do you find most English textbooks to be boring, uninspiring, or
unpractical? Do you feel that you are wasting your time studying topics that are irrelevant
or unhelpful to your life and/or studies?

If you’ve answered yes to any of the questions above, then this series of books by
New Charm English are for you! The writers have worked hard to make these books
stand apart from the rest by using motivational texts, innovative pedagogical designs and
teaching methods that work.

The goals of this series of books are:

To heighten the students’ awareness of the cultural differences that exist between
the East and the West;

To improve the students’ English reading comprehension skills;

To improve the students’ understanding of grammar/sentence structure;

To improve the students’ vocabulary;

To provide real English texts, which are informative, motivational and interesting;

To provide both creative and practical writing tips and tasks for the students;

To provide the students with interesting discussion topics;

To help prepare the students for the following exams: National College Entrance
Examination (Book 1), CET Band 4 (Book 2), CET Band 6, NETEM (Book 3), IELTS
and TOEFL iBT (Book 4).

Now, take a look at the following explanations of how to use the variety of exercises

found in the books.
Pre-reading

All of the books begin with a few pre-reading exercises which include: cultural/
textual notes and warm-up questions. These exercises should be done before you read the

text to help you get acquainted with the theme of the lesson.

Text

The texts in these books were chosen for their motivational, humorous or generally
interesting themes, sentence structure ( with a progression of reasonably simple
structures in Book 1 to more complex structures in Book 4), and length (100—250 words
for Book 1, 200—350 words for Book 2, 400—600 words for Book 3, and 450—800
words for Book 4). Because the texts were chosen from books/magazines/newspapers
that were written not for EFL learners, but for native English speakers, you may find
that you are unfamiliar with some of the vocabulary words or grammar/sentence

structures. It is not necessary to understand everything. Though this is a hefty obstacle
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for many students, living with ambiguity will actually help you to become a better lan-
guage student. When two people converse with each other, there are always differences
in their understanding of the world and language abilities—with native and non-native
speakers alike. The reason we have chosen such texts is to give you REAL English to
learn from in order to ease the transition from a student of English in a classroom to a
user of English in the real world.
Reading for gist

In Book 3 and Book 4, you will be asked to “read for gist”. You should write down
the time you begin reading, read with the goal of understanding the general idea of the
text, and then write down the time you finish. If there are questions for you to answer
about the text here, you should try to answer them from memory. Throughout the
course of the book, you should try to read faster and to understand more. This is a good

way to improve your speed and reading comprehension for exams like IELTS.

New words, phrases and expressions, proper nouns

All new words, phrases, expressions and proper nouns were chosen carefully. Book
1, Book 2 and Book 3 provide Chinese definitions. Book 4 provides English definitions.
There are some words in the texts that are above the level of the book, but are still
needed in order for you to understand the text; they are marked with a star ( x ). We will

not test you on these words.

Grammar notes

You will be provided with grammar notes for Books 1 and 2. Each grammar point in-
cludes a few sample sentences, and a usage explanation. It is not as important for you to
remember the title of the grammar point as it is to be able to accurately use the grammar
points in your oral and written English.
Language points

Here, you will find in-depth explanations and examples of language points from the
texts. For example, you might find idioms, differences between British and American
English, common Chinglish problems, punctuation tips, literary terms, etc.
Reading comprehension

Some of the questions here are easy enough that you shouldn’t have to go back and
re-read the text in order to find the answers. Most of them, however, were designed for
you to go back and find the answers in the text. Read the instructions carefully—there

are a variety of different tasks for you to complete.

Grammar/Structure exercises
Many Chinese students are able to complete grammar/structure exercises correctly
and easily on paper, but are unable to use them when they speak English. Therefore,

practical situations are used whenever possible. In order to incorporate these into your
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everyday speech, it is up to you to practice using them when you speak and write.
Vocabulary

The vocabulary exercises in these books will quiz you on the words found in the lists
after the text. You will be asked to do a variety of things, like defining the words,
matching words with their definitions, and completiﬁg a word chart. Again, it is up to
you to continue practicing using the words in your daily conversations. If you don’t use
it, you’'ll lose it!
Writing

The goal of the writing section is to familiarize you with personal letter writing and
basic writing skills, like writing a topic sentence, supporting sentences, description
essays, and narrative essays (Books 1 and 2). In Book 3, you will work on polishing
these skills and in Book 4, you will work on writing academic and test essays. Writing
tips and sample essays are provided for most of these tasks. In order to improve your
writing skills, it is important for you to use the samples and tips merely as a guide. This
is a good place for you to use the new vocabulary words and grammar/sentence struc-
tures, as well!l
Discussion questions

These questions were designed to get you talking about the topics in the lesson.
Again, this is another good place to practice the vocabulary and grammar/sentence

structures that you learn in each lesson.

The fun bit

Fun? In a textbook? Yes, it is possible! We’'ve added this section to help you
remember that learning English doesn’t have to be boring. It’s not all about memorizing
words and struggling through grammar points. You should use this section to develop
your vocabulary as well as to gain more insight about the text from each lesson—and to

have fun!

Internet resources
Some of the books provide you with Internet resources., You may go to your favorite

search engine (like www. google. com) and search for the same topic there.

Answer key with sample answers

The answer key includes the answers for each of the lessons as well as writing
samples for the writing tasks. It is important to remember that sometimes, there is no
one correct answer. In these situations, sample answers have been given to you for
reference. Furthermore, if you want to improve your English, resist the temptation to
copy all the answers from the back of the book. It is not having the right answer that is

important; it is finding the answer on your own and understanding it.
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