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Brief Introductions to Tongliang
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Tongliang county is located in the northwest of
Chongging and southeast of Sichuan Basin. It is 81
kilometers away from the downtown of Chonggqing. It
covers an area of 1,334 square kilometers and has
a total population of 810 thousand.

Tongliang is a remarkable place with a long history, bril-
liant civilization, outstanding people and abundant resources.
Tongliang county was first established in A.D.704 (the 4"
year of Changan Period in Tang Dynasty). The fossils of Pa-
leolithic stoneware and propagation unearthed in Tongliang
reflect the history of human activities along the upper reaches
of Yangtze River Valley. And it was named as “Tongliang
Civilization” by the Chinese Academy of Sciences. In the
meanwhile, Tongliang was also named as “The hometown
of Chinese folk dragon lantern art” by the Cultural Ministry of
China for its exquisite handicrafts of paper dragons and mag-
nificent dragon dance. Tongliang Dragon Troupes were suc-
cessively invited to Beijing to do dragon dance on the 35"
and 50" Anniversary Celebration of National Day . Therefore,
the centuries-old “Tongliang Civilization”, world-famous
“Tongliang dragon dance”, and heroic “Qiu Shaoyun” are
reputed as “Three Wonders of Tongliang”. Chongqging West
Hot spring, which is the highest above sea level among the
four well-known hot springs of Chonggqing ,is located in the

county. Mount Bayue in the county is one of the “10 small
scenic spots” of Chongging.

Tongliang has abundant reserves of mineral, hydro power
and construction material resources. With a reserve of
5,000,000 tons of strontium, it has the largest open-pit mine
throughout the country.

Led by the county Party Committee and county govern-
ment, Tongliang has worked out the guiding principles of
“Emancipating the mind, seizing the opportunity, accelerat-
ing the development and vitalizing the economy” since the
opening and reforms. It persistently sticks to the strategic
policy of “Stabilizing by agriculture, strengthening by industry
, flourishing by the tertiary industry , vitalizing by opening and
promoting by science and technology” and steadfastly car-
ries out the work line of “Adhering to one guiding principle ,
focusing on three points and implementing five key projects”.
Tongliiang people firmly comply with these guiding principles
and have achieved a steady, rapid and healthy development
of Tongliang’s economy.

In 1999 , The GDP of the whole county rose up to 3.6 billion
yuan as well as the total output value of industry to 2.2 billion
yuan, finance income to 182 million yuan and total amount of
retail comsumption goods to 960 million yuan.
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Tongliang Dragon Dance
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Tongliang Dragon Dance performed on the 35" Anniversary Celebration of National Day
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With a long history, Tongling Dragon dance became fa-
mous in Ming Dynasty. There used to be an old folk saying of
“ Watching dragon lanterns in Tongliang while worshiping
Buddha in Dazu” .And nowadays,people usually say, “Stand-
ing on the top of Mount Tai, you'll feel the world small; being
out of Tongliang, you won't feel like watching Dagon lan-
terns any more”.

With a special mission to reflect a theme of “ Dragons
rooted in China”, Tongliang Dragon Dance Delegation went
to Beijing and contributed its wonderful performance to the
35" Anniversary Celebration of National Day in 1984. With
great momentum, nine 50-meter-long Tongliang Dragons
which symbolize Chinese Nation roared past Tiananmen
Square. An announcer from the Central Broadcasting Sta-
tion of China said with a high praise that it was a masterwork
of Tongliang people with peculiar imagination and superior
technique. Therefore, Tongliangg Dragons are appraised as
“ Chinese Dragons” or “China Tongliang Dragons” and be-

gan to enjoy high reputations at home and abroad.
Supported by all social circles, Tongliang dragon handi-
crafts have been imnroved a lot in the followina ten vears. An

lion head, two deer horns, two prawn eyes, a tortoise
neck, a snake body, some fish scales, eagle paws and a
goldfish tail have already been shaped into a pattern of
Tongliang dragon. Combining the traditional folk perfor-
mance series with modern stage performance skills,
the performance skills of Tongliang dragon dance are
becoming better and approaching perfection day by day.
Furthermore, doing dragon dance has become a sports
competition item newly expanded in China. And the Com-
petition regulations were also worked out according to
Tongliang dragon dance.

Tongliang dragon dance not only enjoys high reputa-
tion at home but also does honor to our country at abroad
in cultural exchange and friendship dissemination.

In 1999, Tongliang Dragon Troupes were invited again
to do dragon dance on the 50" Anniversary Celebration
of National Day. Watching nine wriggling giant dragons
rising and flying in Tiananmen Square, leaders of our
Party and State gave a high appraisal to Tongliang dragon
dance .
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Tongliang Dragon Dance
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Tongliang dragons are striding forward towards 21st century. A magnificent performance in Beijing Cultural Palace of Working People
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Tongliang Dragon Dance performed on the 50
Anniversary Celebration of National Day
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| Performance at the entrance to The Great Wall in Badaling Roaming over The Great Wall
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Tongliang Dragon Dance
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The maiden performance of Tongliang Phoenix called “Huaxia’s First Phoenix” on the 50" Anniversary Celebration of National Day
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Abrave and fierce firing dragon
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An old bamboo dragon A mellow lotus dragon
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Tongliang Dragon Dance
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Cups and certificates awarded in Dragon Dance Competitions

In the past ten years, Tongliang dragon dance
troupes have participated in 3 international competitions
as well as 4 All-China competitions and achieved great
fame at home and abroad. They’ve had the honor to get:
Gold cup in Beijing International Tour Year Dragon Dance
Competition,1988; Superior award in National Folk Dances
Competition organized by Shenyang International Yangko
Festival,1991; Champion in Fuzhou National Dragon Dance
Invitational Tournament,1994; Champion in Beijing National
Dragon Dance Competition,1995;Champion in International
Dragon Lion Dance Competition organized by
Zengcheng,Guangdong,1995; Champion in National
Dragon Dance Competition, organized by
Changnan,Wenzhou,1999; Champion in Jinan National
Dragon Dance Championship,October,1999 as well as the
authorization to be named as “ National Dagon Dance
Troupe”.
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Jean Pierre Guilhem , a member of National Executive Bureau
of France-China Friendship Association as well as the chairman of
the artistic committee came to Tongliang with his wife to leam the
dragon-making craft and took home some handicrafts of Tongliang

dragons for the World Folk Arts Exhibition e
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The Washington State
China Relations Council
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Su Tao

Duared this day Sunday, Seprembwer22, 1996

PCYALLVP IS S HATER S MBS E
MIZLE T iHF R RIS EHIES

A certificate of honor to Su Tao awarded by Eden y.Woon ,
the executive chairman of PCYZLLVP Exposition
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In 1996,the PCYALLVP fair was annually held in Washing-
ton. China Tongliang Dragon Dance and the serial handi-
crafts of dragon lanterns greatly attracted American People.
Luo Jiahui, governor of Washington State,made a collection

of the artistic works by two young artists, Shu Tao and Yang .
Jianguo. FRRARASERMNBEFERGEHESNRRTER

A group photo of Tongliang delegates with officials of Washington state govern-
ment in Tongliang Exhibition Hall of the PCYALLVP Exposition
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A group photo of Tongliang delegates in front of the Capitol
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Tongliang Civilization
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In 1976 ,about 12 thousand pieces of Paleolithic stone-
ware and propagation fossils were unearthed in Tongliang
when Xiguo Reservoir ,the first drinking waterhead was be-
ing built. Determined by the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
they represent a new kind of regional civilization and play an
important part in the research of the human activities along
the Yangtze River Valley. In December,1981, the Chinese
Academy of Sciences named this kind of Paleolithic civiliza-
tion as “Tongliang Civilization”.
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Choppers, scrapers, awl-shaped sharpeners and stone nucleus

BA. B FHhH

Fossils of sword teeth ivory, buckhorn, giant tapir and rhinoceros bones
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An unearthing spot of “ Tongliangg Civilization
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Tongliang Civilization

copper kettle
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A lightening Buddha with lights burning in the

acupunctural points through the whole body
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Lively and exquisite-carved Terra figures from Ming Dynasty, also called * Small
Terra Cotta Warriors “
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Fine Song-Dynasty sculpture
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