Wgﬁ
%
2
EE

Tho ko
Litt)

€EED

p] Saint Exupery
parknotes

Kt i A
QFRMEMEHRARLA




013068122

VN
H319.4: | »

1561

d 7.

J&#% (%) Saint Exupery
%1k Sparknotes

iF KRRIT
LT AR
C1675745 ‘
éi%ﬂ:ﬁn;‘:ti:ﬁ;mA”] ,f 6




(w8 ]

ZMEAE R BiE S B 5. 02-2010-205

E B RS B (CIP) ¥ #E

INE T U BB /(2 R FEIMAE (Exupery, S)3 ; TRERVLAFIE.
K, K ERH B A PR ] ,2013.7

(R4 22 ST 0 R DUE A )

4544 J 3C ;. The Little Prince

ISBN 978-7-5433-3210-2

1. @/ . Q- Q- M. OFE-DE-FT B Y
@#EF-E-ER V. DH319.4.1

rh [ iR A & 548 CIP %4 4% 7 (2013) 26 061648 =

The Little Prince By Exupery, S.

Copyright (©) 2002 by SparkNotes LLC

All rights reserved.

Chinese edition (©) 2008 by Tianjin Science & Technology Translation
& Publishing Co.

This Chinese edition was published by arrangement with Sterling
Publishing. , Inc., 387 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016.

H PP RE VR E i e YA

H R AR

M HE KEATEIFX AR 244 5

BB B 4% 75 : 300192

B i5:022-87894896

& H .022-87895650

] HE . www.tsttpc.com

Ep Rl R LR B ED R A BRITAEA 7

% 1T 2EFEHE

KR A2 .880x1230 32 FFA& SEIZK 100 T
20134E7 A% 1R 2013 4E 7 HEE 1 IRENK
EHr:15.00 7T

(d R I E P, Th gL iA#R)



& X E

EZNEE, EXNSZ T NHRE, BBAIR HHEX
F AREENRRESEILAEEANBE LRHER?

EERGHLANHLPR RES AERT, EHRBELSR
EENHRAEENBEFIES, BHRIGELEZSHABERR
TEENBERZESFEL, THEBFETEBZRNESX
FEIMERB, REMANEZFER, TE " BFEF 'S &
RIBIA T kB A SENRHERZIE, NEAMRTH
HENBZARM, R " S35 " FFE, AR 6 RS FHiES
BE, MRBEBENRENR M EHABE, §—2HEE
BEENEETR AT TERT FEHR. EESIXE
X MERER, FERAEXEBEARBERNEREB.

X RHER NS BENBERNR LN TR, o
HEE RN E RS 7 B EF AR, B e X 2E5E
SHAEH—F N T BAOHR. AABER BHNRS XK
i " FREFE—EREZE " HATK, BREFRARRNEAZ
RXH, REXF2EFH, AREDENESHEPRRESEE
K¥EERIEBES RN



CONTEXT
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orn in Lyons, France, in 1900, Antoine de Saint-

Exupéry considered himself a pilot above all

else. For twenty years, he flew everything from
cartography missions to commercial airlines, and flying
occupied a signifgicant place in his philosophical essays
and fantasy writings. The theme of aviation was often
Saint;Exupérys launching point for more abstract discus-
sions on issues like the search for wisdom and the mean-
ing of life.

Saint-Exupéry began writing The Little Prince during
World War II, after Germany’s invasion of France had
forced him to give up aviation and flee to New York. In
addition to his torturous thoughts of the war in Europe,
having to leave his homeland and no longer being able to
fly planes affected Saint-Exupéry deeply. The novels nos-
talgia for childhood indicates both Saint-Exupérys home-
sick desire to return to France and his hope of returning to a

time of peace. This war- time stress undoubtedly contributed
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004 /\FEF | The Little Prince

to the sense of urgency in Saint-Exupéry’s message of love and com-
passion.

In its glorification of childlike innocence, The Little Prince is
also an indictment of the spiritual decay Saint-Exupéry perceived in
humanity. In 1943, he wrote, “For centuries, humanity has been
descending an immense staircase whose top is hidden in the clouds
and whose lowest steps are lost in a dark abyss. We could have ascended
the staircase; instead we chose to descend it. Spiritual decay is terrible...
There is one problem and only one in the world:to revive in people
some sense of spiritual meaning.” By celebrating a world-view unsul-
lied by the drab restrictions of adulthood, the novel attempts to revive
a sense of spirituality in the world.

Some of the story of The Little Prince uses events taken from
Saint- Exupéry’s own life. If the novel’s surreal fairy tale feels strangely
real and personal, this effect is achieved, at least in part, by the fact
that Saint- Exupéry was drawing from his own experiences. In Wind,
Sand and Stars , his 1939 account of his aviation adventures, he recol-
lects a crash landing he was forced to make in the Sahara desert. In
his wanderings across the desert, Saint-Exupéry had a number of hal-
lucinations, including an encounter with a fennec, a type of desert
sand fox that bears a striking resemblance to the fox depicted in The
Little Prince.

Saint- Exupéry may have seen himself in his characters of both the
narrator and the little prince. Like his narrator, Saint-Exupéry was a
pilot, crashed in the Sahara, and experienced there a kind of mystical
revelation. The prince, however, represents aspects of Saintv-Exupéry

as well, and he very definitely embodies Saint -Exupérys philosophy

*spirituality n. #h#pt, R W, & &
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006 /NFEF | The Little Prince

and aspirations. The prince’s relationship with the rose could be a re-
flection of Saint-Exupéry’s relationship with his wife, and the prince
is also an explorer and traveler of the skies—it is one of the first
things that the prince and the narrator share in common. Seen in this
light, The Little Prince can be read as a metaphor of the process of
introspection itself, wherein two halves of the same person meet and
learn from each other.

Although The Little Prince was undoubtedly influenced by the
tenor of World War II, Saint-Exupéry aims for a general, apolitical
analysis of human nature. The prevalence of symbols of death and evil in
The Little Prince are often interpreted as references to Nazi Germany,
but the book’s universally applicable fairy - tale symbols and the em
blems of World War II make an awkward match. The Little Prince
builds on a long tradition of French parables and fantasy literature,
most notably expressed in Voltaire’s Candide. Like Voltaire, Saint- Ex-
upéry urges his readers to participate actively in the reading process,
using their imaginations to assign deeper meaning to deceptively simple
prose and poetry. Saint-Exupéry and his novel were certainly affected
by the historical events of the time, but The Little Prince aspires to be
a universal and timeless allegory about the importance of innocence
and love. Indeed, since it was first published, The Little Prince has
become one of the most widely translated books in the history of

French literature.

*introspection n. A4, &% ;[#4k]introspect v. &4
*allegory n. %
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PLOT OVERVIEW

he narrator, an airplane pilot, crashes in the Sahara desert.
The crash badly damages his airplane and leaves the narrator
with very little food or water. As he is worrying over his
predicament, he is approached by the little prince, a very serious little
blond boy who asks the narrator to draw him a sheep. The narrator
obliges, and the two become friends. The pilot learns that the little
prince comes from a small planet that the little prince calls Asteroid
325 but that people on Earth call Asteroid B—612. The little prince
took great care of this planet, preventing any bad seeds from growing
and making sure it was never overrun by baobab trees. One day, a
mysterious rose sprouted on the planet and the little prince fell in love
with it. But when he caught the rose in a lie one day, he decided that
he could not trust her anymore. He grew lonely and decided to leave.
Despite a last-minute reconciliation with the rose, the prince set out
to explore other planets and cure his loneliness.
While journeying, the narrator tells us, the little prince passes

by neighboring asteroids and encounters for the first time the strange,

* reconciliation n. =& ,f=i% A
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narrow - minded world of grown- ups. On the first six planets the little
prince visits, he meets a king, a vain man, a drunkard, a businessman,
a lamplighter, and a geographer, all of whom live alone and are
overly consumed by their chosen occupations. Such strange behavior
both amuses and perturbs the little prince. He does not understand
their need to order people around, to be admired, and to own everything.
With the exception of the lamplighter, whose dogged faithfulness he
admires, the little prince does not think much of the adults he visits,
and he does not learn anything useful. However, he learns from the
geographer that flowers do not last forever, and he begins to miss the
rose he has left behind.

At the geographer’s suggestion, the little prince visits Earth, but
he lands in the middle of the desert and cannot find any humans. Instead ,
he meets a snake who speaks in riddles and hints darkly that its
lethal poison can send the little prince back to the heavens if he so
wishes. The little prince ignores the offer and continues his explo-
rations, stopping to talk to a three-petaled flower and to climb the tallest
mountain he can find, where he confuses the echo of his voice for conver-
sation. Eventually, the little prince finds a rose garden, which sur-
prises and depresses him—his rose had told him that she was the only
one of her kind.

The prince befriends a fox, who teaches him that the important
things in life are visible only to the heart, that his time away from the

rose makes the rose more special to him, and that love makes a person

responsible for the beings that one loves. The little prince realizes
that, even though there are many roses, his love for his rose makes her
unique and that he is therefore responsible for her. Despite this revela-

tion, he still feels very lonely because he is so far away from his rose.



