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1. Sewace and Industrial Wastes

As a result of pollution, LLake Erie, on the
borders of the U, S. A  and Canada, is now with-
out any form of aquatic life_

Pollution in water is not simply a matter of
highlyconcentrated “poisons” killing large numbers of
fish overnight, Very often the effects of pollution
are not noticed for many months or years because
the {irst organisms to be affected are either plants or
plankton, But these organisms are the food of fish
and birds and other aquatic creatures, When this
food disappears, the fish and birds die too, In this
way a whole food chain can be wiped out, and it is
not until dead fish and water birds are seen at the
river’s edge or on the sea shore that people realize
what is happening,

Where do the pollutants come from? There are
two main sources-- sewage and industrial waste As
more detergent is used in the home, so more of it is
finally discharged with the sewage into our rivers,
lakes and seas, Detergents harm water birds by dis-
solving the natural fatty substances which keep their

feathers waterproof  Sewage itself, if it is not pro-

- 1 .



perly treated, contaminatesthe water and prevents all
forms of life in rivers and the sea from receiving the
oxygen they need. Industrial waste is even more
harmful since it contains compounds of copper, lead,
zinc and nickel, all of which are highly toxic to
many forms of aquatic life_

So, if we want to stop this pollution, the
answer is simple: sewage and industrial waste must
be purified, It may already be too late to save some
rivers and lakes, but others can still be saved if

‘the correct action is taken at once,

Glossary

‘sewage/'sju(1)id3/n, ¥EXK, =
waste/weist/n, ¥y, bR, JER
pollution/pa’ljuifon/n, 5
as a result of WHT-PHER
Lake Erie/'iori/n, fFF|#
border/boida/n, HiE, BR
Canada/'keenodo/n. sk
aquatic/a'kwaetik/a, JKAERY

aquatic life skA2H
highly-concentrated/’haili 'konsentreitid/a, 5 ¥REER]
poison/'poizan/n, FH, FHY), FY
overnight/'ouva’nait/ad, —% (&) ; —TF7F
effect/i'fekt/n, #5R, BEW, ¥HE
organism/’9:ganizem/n, HiY, HHhik
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affect/o'fekt/vt, B {5, =
plankton/’pl&gktan/n_ TR Ay
creature/'kriitfo/n. A, Zh#y
in this way X%, FEM, BixEyE, (Fpt) =TI
chain/tfein/n. B, B4

food chain -mrips, EYTE
wipe/waip/v. # (), %

wipe out {K, K, B
it is not until-.thate. B Eo ..
edge/edz/n. i, #,
realize/’ rialaiz /vt AR, T, sty
pollutant/pa'lju:tant/n_ G YLy
detergent/di’ to:dzont/n, EEH], B

a, ¥WILm, ey

discharge/dis't]’a:dg/vt_ Hedt,  Hew
harm/haim/n., vt 8%, fE, &5
dissolve/di’zalv/v., n,  (f#) B, () R
fatty/'feeti/a. 15 (B5) (F) w4, 2w
feather/'fedo/n, PE
waterproof /' wattopruif/a, ki, RBk
treat/trizt/v, 4bPR, V(v
contaminate/kon'teemi neit/vt, 5%, Wi
prevent-.from (v-ing) A} o () . & LB ()
harmful/’haimful/a, ;2
copper/'kopa/n. 4
lead/led/n, 4%
zinc/zink/n, 4%
nickel/'nikl/n, 48
toxic/'toksik/a,  (ff, ) #HM, B#Eay



purlfy/'pjuorifai/vt, {fEshde, il B4
save/seiv/v, (38, B) $ ¥4
take action REfTH), HRIFED

Notes

1, Pollution in water is not simply a matter of highly-
concentrated “poisons” killing large numbers of fish
overnight,

FAKFUABHAR AR~ THEREN Y —K AR T kEf
Aty HAE,

highly-concentrated “poisons” killing large numbers
of fish overnight RSB\ EIBOHLMEM, ENH of 1
RiE.

2, ...it is not until dead fish and water birds are seen at
the river’s edge or on the sea shore that people realize
what is happening,

 AMEEERBIERE LB REAMIEKS I ARREIE
ERENLBE.
what is happening -RIZiENA),

8. Detergents harm water birds by dissolving the natural

fatty substances which keep their feathers waterproof,
KB AR KE S R RBETER K 1 RARBR
FKf5EKE,

1) dissolving the natural fatty substances which keep

their feathers waterpoof Bzh#&iR4EiE, fEMEbywE

i,
2) which keep their feathers waterproof REFiEMNA],
EHisubstances,
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Sewage itself, if it is not properly treated, contamina-
tes the water and prevents all forms of life in rivers
and the sea from receiving the oXygen they need,
ERKNRAREZDESAE, Bhaimiokd, H B mRM
Wb A M R B RECE N T R BN ES,
1) if it is not properly treated R&EIRIEMNA,
2) they need B EiE N &, H BT % & 170 which, &
oXygen,
Industrial waste is even more harm{ul since it contains
compounds of copper, lead, zinc and nickel, all of
which are highly toXic to many forms of uquatic life.
TYWEHBEEEARE, BAVEEEHE. 8. M E2%s
¥, A XY S KELEDETRIF,
all of which are highly toxic to many forms of
aquatic life RffRiE (REH) +of+which FIH # JERH
BeREEM, B4 compounds,



2. Atmospheric Pollution

In 1952 London had a very bad four-day smog
in which 4 000 bronchitis sufferers died In 1962 a
second major smog occurred and 700 people died.

People who live in heavily industrialized areas
do not get as much sunshine as they should  Dust
particles floating over a city at altitudes of betwe-
en 4 000 and 8 000 feet cut out between 20 and 50
per cent sunlight and up to 90 per cent of the ultra-
violet light But dust is mnot the only thing to
worry about, When fuels are burned, whether in a
factory, or in a home, or in the engine of a car,
carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide are given off
Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere acts as a sort of
insulator around the earth, keeping warmth in and
so slowly raising the temperature of the earth This
could actually change the climate all over the world,
Carbon monoxide is extremely poisonous and quite
small amounts can kill,

Everybody wants to have a motor car, and
sometimes when we are stuck in a traffic jam it se-
ems as though everybody has already got one,

Unfortunately, while giving us so much pleasure,
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