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The Huis Society of the Northwest China

——Study of the Developmental Mechanism

PREFACE

The Huis society of the Northwest China Study of the develop-

mental mechanism is a subsidized project of National Social Sciences
Funds in 1988.

At that time, as a thirty — year — old deputy research fellow of the
Social Science Academy in Ningxia, I put forward this application and
it won sanction. This main profited by the gentlemen Yu Zhengui,
Yang Huaizhong, Zhang Tongji and Li Fanwen gave many advices in
Mr. Li Song-

mao given me a warm encouragement and busy working for this task

the field of task design, and profited by my teacher

this is still profited by Mr. Ma Ruheng, Hu Zhenhua recommended on

my behalf. Moreover, the former president of the social science acad-

emy of Ningxia Mr. Majun took crucial effect in the course of this
task discussion and approval. This spirit of these teachers given guid-
ance and help to the younger generations that I never forget to the end
of my day.

The Huis society of the Northwest China is an ethno social group

in which I was born and brought up. My spontaneous cognition to it



begin the parents and brothers had a bearing on teaching from child-
hood. From now on, I accepted under the lecture of its custom every-
day life, and I hazily smelled a port of its spiritual culture from reli-
gious rites of own family in that special years. From sixties to seven-
ties years within my juvenile, I get into the middle school of the coun-
tryside with adobe built classroom from the rural primary of school
used the earth built desk, and I graduated form the middle school of
the county town with brick house and laboratory equipment. Starting
from the middle school, when I was learned and played with Han’s

students together, I was seized more about common and varying social

phenomenon and destiny among the nation such as politic, eco-
nomic, and folkloric and so on. These are still some oddment scraps
of the incomplete, intuitive and no rational self — observation within
such narrow range at my hometown that it has hundreds of thousands
of square kilometer land at the east bank of the Yellow River in Ling-
wu county of Ningxia.

In my returned to own hometown and subjected oneself to reedu-
cation by the poor and lower — middle peasant" after graduated at sen-
ior middle school more than two years times, I often stranded close to
the Yellow River at my hometown village in the intervals of my labor,
and looked far into the distance with my back to rolling hills at the
back of body, and get the curious self — examination of its again and
again; What does at terribly crashing waves and winding of the Yellow

River over there? What did it have and how did it?

within my
ripe ideas the later, I gradually intensify consciences of the Yellow
River that also has poured into the milk of historical culture for the
Hui Nationality as the cradle ofChinese Nation. At the same time, as

“the Yellow River" of the historical culture significantly leaped over
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among the space, ethnic, nation and area, “The Yellow River"
marched to national equality, unity, mutual aid and common flourish-
ing each other, and marched to the world, this is a sedulous explora-
tion from terms of theory and extreme effort in practice problem.

After China resumed college entrance examination system in
1977, T luckily got into the department of history of the Central Col-
lege for Nationalities ( the Present Central University for Nationalities )
studied history of Chinese northern minorities. This also become the
new starting in the various aspects of the thought, consciousness, ac-
tion, learning knowledge and leap over ‘the Yellow River though this
course of my personal it is not yet accomplished to this day. Starting
from that time I turning point of life, on the basis of all nationalities
teachers passed on my cultural knowledge in primary school and mid-
dle school, and under the direction of all nationalities teachers in col-
lege, I understood the basic knowledge of the relevant national theory,
ethnology and history of Chinese minorities from classroom and books.
This knowledge broadened my rational field of vision to make a thor-
oughly comprehensive recognizing the Hui’s society of the Northwest
China.

I left for the society with this knowledge. After I wandered from
place to place in the Southern mountain area where the Hui Nationality
live in compact communities in the Hui Autonomous Region of Ningxia
for the needs of the work, and after I had an interview with some
towns and rural areas where the Hui Nationality live in compact com-
munities in Northwest China. On business, I made further more per-
ceptual understood and rational thinking on the nation and its history,
culture and condition of the people in the Huanghe river shore and its

extensive area in Northwest, and I had strong identification and deep
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consciousness, produced strong studying interest along with historical
responsibility and mission of a Hui$ research worker on the Huis soci-
ety of the Northwest China.

From coming into contact with historical material and social real-
ity of the Hui society in Northwest, we should noticed one aspect that
time brings great changes to the world in thousands of hundreds years,
especially in recent decades, and we should noticed one aspect of the
rather stabilization so much as miscalled obstacle" in certain field.
This variety of social phenomenon gathered social change and certain
stability together, this is undoubtedly cause to some basic factors of
the Huis society in Northwest. Exactly these basic factors exist, self
- motion and its mutual motion formed the internal mechanism of the
Huis social development in Northwest. While we researched certain
basic factors existing in the Hui$ society of the Northwest, only made
regularly historical explanation and summary for it, and sleeked the
law of the basic development of the Hui% society in Northwest, serve
the fact and future development of the Hui% society in Northwest.

These are the reasons and ends for my declaring and making
these researches.

This researches mainly made purport in the order of the reality of
my observation, understanding, and thinking to the Hui% society de-
velopment in Northwest. This touched upon the problem, on the one
hand, it is the domestic and foreign unfold features of the Hui% society
of the Northwest before my eyes, on the other hand, it is such certain
men such as “my" use one$ way, sight to observe and understand the
Hui’s society of the Northwest. No matter the Hui’s society of the
Northwest unfolded, restrained or our observed, understood is its fig-

ure or its whole or local frontage, at least all showed the Hui$ society
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of the Northwest such as our unfolded features so, and showed our
such certain men saw the Huis society of the Northwest so.

Therefore this task formed some conclusions and views. Welcome
the fellow expert, scholar, travel together and the Hui$ society of the
Northwest to grant criticism and teaches for us, and it is in need of the
domestic and foreign the Huis society of the Northwest made corre-

sponding grim thinking.

Wrg Yongtoony

1998.
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