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How to Use This Book

Each chapter in this book consists of the fo]lowing:

Prereading Preparation b e
Reading the Passage LGt
Fact-Finding Exercise

- Reading Analysis y ; ,
Information Organization 1 et ool 1997 ;
Information Recall and Summary b i o
Word Forms ) 1 o b bluod: 1odo
Vocabulary in Context i Y19y ) I 951054l
Topics for Discussion and Writing | e 0 511945
Follow-Up Activities e v [ 1o
Cloze Quiz : OTY 3 1sd wilsul

Chapters 7-12 also include a Dictionary Skill exercise. The discussion section at
the end of each unit ties in the related topics of the th%?-,__ Fer%,:‘fhere are
CNN® video and Internet activities at the end of each unit. The Word List is at the
end of the book. 5 b %9 2irl 11

This prereé_éling_ activity is designed to sf.gmu'late student interest and provide
preliminary vocabulary for the passage itself. The importance of I]’j‘ré:reading
preparation should not be underestimated. Studies have shown the positive effect
of prereading preparation in motivating student interest, activating background
knowledge, and enhancing reading comprehension. Time should be spent
describing and discussing the photographs and illustrations as well as discussing
the chapter title and the prereading questions. ﬁyrth%qrc‘.ﬁ!:}}dggts should try
to relate the topic to their own experiences and try to predict what they are going

to read about! , ‘




Reading the Passage

The students will read the passage for the first time. They should be instructed to
time themselves and to try to aim for a higher reading speed the second time they
read the passage. They should also be encouraged to read ideas, not just words.

Fact-Finding Exercise

After reading the passage again, the students will read the True/False statements
and check whether they are true or false. If the statement is false, the students
will rewrite the statement so that it is true. They will then go back to the passage
and find the line(s) that contain the correct answer. This activity can be done
individually or in groups.

Reading Analysis

The students will read each question and answer it. The first question in this
section always refers to the main idea. There are three possible answers. Two
answers are incorrect because they are too general or too narrow, they are not
mentioned in the passage, or they are false. When going over the exercise, the
teacher should discuss with the students why the other two answers are
incorrect. The rest of this exercise requires the students to think about the
structure of the sentences and paragraphs, and the relationships of ideas to one
another. This exercise is very effective when done in groups. It may also be done
individually, but if done in groups it gives the students an excellent opportunity
to discuss possible answers.

Information Organization

In this exercise, the students are asked to read the passage again, take notes, and
organize the information they have just read. They may be asked to complete an
outline, a table, or a flowchart. The teacher may want to review the concept of
notetaking before beginning the exercise. The outline, table, or flowchart can be
sketched on the blackboard by the teacher or a student and completed by
individual students in front of the class. Variations can be discussed by the class
as a group. It should be pointed out to students that in American colleges,
teachers often base their exams on the notes that the students are expected to
take during class lectures, and that they, too, will be tested on their notes.

Information Recall and Summary

The questions in this exercise are based on the notes the students took in the
Information Organization exercise. Students should be instructed to read the
questions and then to refer to their notes to answer them. They arc also asked to

. +Introduction




write a summary of the article. The teacher may want to review how to summarize
at the beginning of the class. This section can be prepared in class and discussed.
Alternately, it can be assigned for homework.

Word Forms

As an introduction to the word form exercises in this book, it is recommended that
the teacher first review parts of speech, especially verbs, nouns, adjectives, and
adverbs. Teachers should point out each word form’s position in a sentence.
Students will develop a sense for which part of speech is missing in a given
sentence. Teachers should also point out clues to tense and number, and whether
an idea is affirmative or negative. Each section has its own instructions, depending
on the particular pattern that is being introduced. For example, in the section
containing words which take -tion in the noun form, the teacher cdn explain that
in this exercise the student will look at the verb and noun forms of two types of
words that use the suffix -tion in their noun form. (1) Some words simply add -tion
to the verb: convict/conviction; if the word ends in e, the e is dropped first:
execute/execution; (2) other words can drop the final ¢ and add -afion: combine/
combination. This exercise is very effective when done in pairs. After students have a
working knowledge of this type of exercise, it can be assigned for homework.

Dictionary Skills

This exercise, in Chapters 7-12, provides students with muéhfne'ede_d practice in
selecting the appropriate dictionary entry for an unknown word, depending on
the context.

The sentence containing the dictionary word is provided above the entry. After
selecting the appropriate entry, the student rewrites the sentence tsing the chosen
definition. The students should write the answer in a grammati'édllﬁr correct form,
as they may not always be able to copy verbatim from the dictionary. The students
can work in pairs on this exercise and report back to the class. They should be
prepared to justify their choices.

Vocabulary in Context

This is a {ill-in exercise designed as a review of the items in the previous exercises.
This vocabulary has been covered either in the questions or the Reading Analysis
section. It can be done for homework as a review or in class as group work.

Topics for Discussion and Writing

In this section, students are encouraged to use the information and vocabulary
from the passage both orally and in writing, The writing assignment may be done




in class or at home. There is a Write in your journal suggestion for every chapter.
Students should be encouraged to keep a journal and respond to these questions.
The teacher may want to read and respond to the students’ journal entries, but not
correct them.

Follow-Up Activities

This section contains various activities appropriate to the information in the
‘passages. Some activities are designed for pair and small-group work. Students are
encouraged to use the information and vocabulary from the passages both orally
and in writing. The teacher may also use these questions and activities as home or
in-class assignments.

Cloze Quiz

The Cloze quiz tests not only vocabulary, but also sentence structure and
comprehension in general. The quiz is a modified version of the reading passage
itself, with 20 items to be completed. At the top of the answer page, students are
given the 20 words to be filled in the blank spaces. The quiz is placed at the end of
each chapter The quizzes can be done either as a test or as a group assignment.

CNN¢® Video and Intemet Activities

At the end of each unit are optional activities designed to accompany one of
the topiés presented in each unit. The authentic CNN videos were chosen to
expand on concepts presented in the readings, to reinforce vocabulary

~ learned, and to encourage individual interest as well as group discussion. The
optional Internet activities provide encouragement to students to explore
information learned in Issues for Today'through the technology available to
them at school, in the library and computer labs, and at home.

Word List

This section contains new words, phrases and expressions, proper names from all
the chapters. It is located after the last chapter.
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Chapter 1 A Cultural Difference: Being on Time
In some cultures, it is important to be on time. But “on time” can
have different meanings in different cultures.
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change their lifestyles, they change their eating habits, too.
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Do you have bad dreams? Nightmares? You can learn to change
bad dreams into good dreams, and feel better, too.
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Babies learn to communicate in different ways. For babies who are
hearing-impaired, there are other ways to “speak.”
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Chapter 8 The Reliability of Eyewitnesses
An eyewitness to a crime can be very important in solving that
crime. But sometimes even an eyewitness can make a mistake.
Chapter 9 Solving Crime with Modern Technology
Today, there are many improvements in crime technology. This
modern technology helps solve crimes faster and better.

UNIT 4: Science and History 169 . .

Chapter 10 Ancient Artifacts and Ancient A|r
Archeologists make important discoveries about people who lived
a long time ago. This knowledge of the past can help us in the
future.

Chapter 11 How Lunar Eclipses Have Changed

History

People did not always understand how lunar eclipses happen.
Because of this, superstitions about lunar eclipses had some
important effects on history.

Chapter 12 Mars: Our Neighbor in Space
There are some surprising similarities between the Earth and Mars.
Future missions to Mars may help us answer some interesting
questions about our own planet, too.
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B L APTER

Prereading Preparation
1. What does on time mean?

2. Isitalways important- to be on time? Look at the table on page 3. How
important is it to be on time for each appointment? Put a check mark in the
box to show your answer. Discuss your answers with the class.

UNIT 1  Trendsin Living




dentist 9 AM.

university class 11 AM.
lunch with a
friend at school 12 pPM.

job interview in

a bank 2 PM.
dinner with
your spouse 7 PM.

a friend’s party ¥ 9pm.

3. Are you usually on time, or are you usually late? Why?

4. Read the title of the article. What do you think this article is about?

A Cultural Difference: Being on Time

In the United States, it is important to be on time, or punctual, for an
appointment, a class, a meeting, etc. However, this may not be true in all
countries. An American professor discovered this difference while teaching a
class in a Brazilian university. The two-hour class was scheduled to begin at 10
AM. and end at 12 pM. On the first day, when the professor arrived on time, no
one was in the classroom. Many students came after 10 A.m. Several arrived after
10:30 A.M. Two students came after 11 A.m. Although all the students greeted the
professor as they arrived, few apologized for their lateness. Were these students
being rude? He decided to study the students’ behavior.

The professor talked to American and Brazilian students about lateness in
both an informal and a formal situation: lunch with a friend and in a university
class, respectively. He gave them an example and asked them how they would
13| react. If they had a lunch appointment with a friend, the average American
14| student defined lateness as 19 minutes after the agreed time. On the other hand,
15 | the average Brazilian student felt the friend was late after 33 minutes.
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