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Preface

This book consists of five articles written in the past five years, beginning
with the first one, “Textual criticism of Liang Chi-chao’s Records of the coup
de’tat of 1898”7 published in 1959. The last one, “Distribution of armies in the
neighbourhood of Peking during the coup de'tat of 1898” was finished just before
the day of putting the book into print.

In the first article, I compare the original edition with two revised editions
and list out what have been omitted and corrected. In the -long introduction I
discuss who omitted them and for what kind of purpese I have found the answer
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on the ground of sufficient eirdence. Besides, I also discuss Yuan Shih-Kai’s
connection with the coup de’tat. On first-hand materials of Yuan Shih-Kai and
Kang Yu-Wei, I prove that it was Yuan who broke the news to Yu Lu on
September 20, 1898 that caused the coup detat breaking out.

In response to professor Wu Shang-shang’s argument that Yuan Shih-Kai
possessed a large army which would protect him from being put to death by any
plot on the part of the conservatives, I wrote the article, “Distribution of the
armies in the neighbourhood of Peking during the coup detat”, in which I analyse
the armies residing around Peking and the ratio of Yuan’s army to the rest of
them. At that time, Yuan’s army was only one to twenty. It was impossible for
Yuan’s army to march 300 li to Peking to make a coup detat, this was full
understood by Yuan himself. When Tang Tzetung asked him to do so, he told
Tang of the in competend of his army. If Yuan had have tried to do so, I think
he could not have escaped the possibility of being destroged.

“The coup de’tat published in the China Discussion” is a supplemental article



to the first one, in this article I explair the publication of the coup detat in the
China Discussion, and discuss the date of Liang’s book finished.

The article “Textual citicism of Yuan Shih-Kai’s Diary of 1898” is the
essential part of the book, Yuan's relation with the coup de’tat  has been recorded
in it. But Yuan and his agent for writing the diary published false story. From
the external examination of the diary I find the author of it, and from the
internal examination of it, I analyse every false record in details, I think I have
done the best. Besides, I also find one of the “Secret Decress” was a forgery by
Kang Yu-wei.

“An open letter to Mr. Shan I-shan Discussing the Truth of the coup de’tat”
is a critical article one Shaw’s lecture on this topic. In this article Deside from
my own opinion about the truth of the coup de’tat, the relations between Kang
Yu-wei and Wang Tung-Ho and the reliability of Su Nieh Hai Hua are
discussed.

The coup de’tat is a very important event in the Modern History of China and
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Yuan Shih-Kai had a very close relation mith it. Up to now, not much of

scholastic work has appeared. The above five article, are my contribution to this

subject.

Liu Feng-han
INSTITUTE OF MODERN HISTORY
ACADEMIA SINICA
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