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Bow-wow, says the dog,
Mew, mew, says the cat,
Grunt, grunt, goes the hog,
And squeak, goes the rat.
Tu-whu, says the owl,

Caw, caw, says the crow,
Quack, quack, says the duck,

And what cuckoos say you know.

(Yaguello 1998:

80)
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Just as birds have wings, man has language. The wings give the bird its
peculiar aptitude for aerial locomotion. Language enables man’s intelligence
and passions to acquire their peculiar characters of intellect and sentiment.
(Lewes 1879, as quoted in Fromkin & Rodman 1983: 1)

When we study human language, we are approaching what some might
call the “human essence,” the distinctive qualities of mind that are, so far as
we know, unique to man. (Chomsky 1972, as quoted in Fromkin & Rodman
1983: 3)
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