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ABSTRACT

Mr. Sun Yat-Sen was not only a great forerunner of the Chinese revolution
but also a designer and constructor of the modern China. His thought of
constitutionalism was a specific political embodiment of the construction of a
modern country.

Sun Yat-Sen’ s thought of constitutionalism was born in the exigent moment
of saving the nation from subjugation. The Universalism of traditional Chinese
culture was facing a serious crisis when the western heterogeneous civilization
deluged into China. Under such a condition, Chinese nationalism in the modern
society came into being and became the mainstream ideology by a tendency
which cannot be contained. What the nationalism required of politics was to
establish a modern nationalist nation. Mr. Sun’ s constitutional thought was
developed in such situation: only after the absolute monarchy of Qing Dynasty
was overthrown, can a modern constitutional monarchy in China be established.
Both the reformists represented by Kang You-wei and Liang Qi-chao and the
revolutionaries represented by Sun Yat-Sen and ihang Tai-yan wanted to found
a modern constitutional country in China. However, the reformists wanted to
make China a constitutional monarchy modeled after Britain, Germany and Japan
while the revolutionaries wanted to make China a democratic republic after the
United States. Their dissidence lied in the approaches of realizing their goals: the
reformists adopted a method of innovation advanced gradually in peace while the

revolutionaries preferred a way of radical revolution.
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restoration of the monarchy and the tangled warfare between warlords later urged
Mr. Sun to change his views of party politics. He reset the Chinese Revolﬂtion
Party on which he laid the foundation of the Kuomintang; afterwards, he claimed
to “found the nation by the party” and “administer the nation by the party”
(these two propositions merged into one in his later years). This transformation
in thoughts was caused by his new understanding in the approaches to found the
nation rather than the influence of the Soviet Communist Party led by Lenin.

The chaos and disorder of the Republic administration made Mr. Sun
realize that China had to go through a thorough reconstruction. The fundamental
resolution of this problem was to place the party above the nation, namely, to

“found the nation by the party” . We can analyze this transformation of Mr.
Sun’ s thought with respect to the primary mission of national construction of the
modern China. The development and implement of Sun’ s thought of ‘founding
the nation by the party’ seemed to be a setback in the advancement of realizing
constitutionalism in China. However, there was no real modern nationalistic
government to ensure a sovereign foundation for the democratic constitutionalism
at that time. Therefore, Sun’ s thought of ‘administering the country by the
party’ was still a rational choice. These two thoughts constituted the main part
of Sun’ s theory of constitutionalism and cast a profound influence on both the
Kuomintang and the Communist Party in realizing constitutionalism in China in
the 20th century.

“The political tutelage” was the main activity of Kuomintang in practicing
Mr. Sun’ s constitutional theory. The period of Kuomintang’ s military
administration in which Sun” s thought of “founding the nation by the party”
was put into practice, was very short. Actually, during this time, Kuomintang
didn’ t complete thoroughly the task of founding of the nation: externally,
they did not got rid of the control on sovereignty by foreign forces and obtain
independence; internally, the possibility of establishing separate regimes by
local warlords was still in existence, the communist party's agrarian reform was
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government of the Soviet Union. CCP’ s practice of constitutionalism in the
Anti-Japanese War was republic constitutional, though it had a strong democratic
feature, which was also different from the government the democratic dictatorship
of workers and peasants in the agrarian revolution war. The constitutional
practice of CCP in the Liberation war was the same kind with the socialism
constitutionalism of the Soviet Union. No matter in the Agrarian Revolution War,
Anti-Japanese War or the Liberation War, there was only one purpose of Chinese
Communist Party in implementing constitutionalism, namely, for the victory of the
New Democratic Revolution. Generally, all CCP’ s practice of constitutionalism
at these times all had features of the new democratic constitutionalism. The new
democratic constitutionalism was bound to transform into the people's democratic
dictatorial constitutionalism, which is different from Mr. Sun’ s republican
democratic constitutionalism. CCP truly implemented Mr. Sun’ s thought of
people's democratic constitutionalism so she obtained the support of the vast
mass and consequently, defeated the Kuomintang and establishing of the people's
democratic dictatorship became inevitable.

Reviewing the production, content, improvement and practice of Mr. Sun Yat-
Sen’ s thought of constitutionalism is not merely a historical problem revealing
the truth of history, but also a way to summarize the experience and lessons of the
constitutional construction in the modern China which can be used as a reference
for the contemporary government to carry on this construction successfully.
We all know that our country is still not a complete constitutional country, and
constitutionalism is the foundation on which the socialistic political civilization
construction depends. Therefore, carrying on the constitutional construction in
China becomes the most important task among all the tasks of Chinese political
civilization. So, how can we go on with the building of constitutionalism in
contemporary China?

Based on the summarization of the production, content and the improvement

of Mr. Sun Yat-Sen’ s thought of constitutionalism, the contributions and
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lessons of both KMT and CCP, and combined with the Chinese situations, this
paper suggests that we should carry on the constitutionalism construction from
the following three aspects: Firstly, what we are achieving should be a sheer
constitutionalism. It was justifiable not to emphasize the power control function
of the constitutionalism before the founding of new China because there was no
powerful central government at that time. But now, we have a strong government
and have to put a restriction on its power so as to ensure human rights, otherwise
its public rights would infringe the human rights. Secondly, we should strive to
reconcile the relations between the leadership of the party and the constitutional
government. All the political activities must be carried out within the restriction of
constitution and the constitutional government. Thirdly, more attention should be

paid to the education on civil rights of the citizen.

Key words: Sun Yat-Sen Constitutionalism Kuomintang (KMT) Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) Practice Modern Nation-state
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increasingly intense, and the Japanese invaders entered china in a large scale after
1937. All these unfavorable conditions oppressed the implement of “the political
tutelage”

The main activities of “political tutelage” comprised implement of

“administering the nation by the party” , fivefold division of the powers and
responsibilities and local self-government with the thought of “administering
the nation by the party” as the guiding principle all along. The Kuomintang’ s
political tutelage was mainly influenced by Sun’ s theory of three-stage in
founding a nation and met the reasonable requirement of establishing a powerful
political authority in China in the 1930s. Unfortunately, Kuomintang failed to
establish a constitutional government through the political tutelage. An objective
appraisement of the various reasons that led to this failure is the profound
rethink towards the history and can also provide a good reference for the present
administrator in constructing the country. The foundation of Mr. Sun’ s three-state
theory was establishing constitutionalism and returning the power to the people.
However, Kuomintang didn’ t sincerely mean to implement the constitutionalism.
Thought they held a national conference to promulgate “Constitution of the
Republic of China” and also modeled after a constitutional government in
administration, their “constitutional government” was nothing but a fraud for
Kuomintang was still an autocratic party in essence.

The Chinese Communist Party is Mr. Sun’ s faithful heir to fulfill his
constitutionalism thought. New Three People's Principles of Sun Yat-Sen consisted
with the lowest revolutionary guiding principle of CCP; therefore, it also became
one of the practice rationales of CCP in realizing constitutionalism. During the
period of the Second Revolutionary Civil War, the Anti-Japanese War as well as
the Liberation War, the CCP all practiced faithfully Mr. Sun’ s thought of people's
derhocratic constitutionalism. Surely, the constitutional practice by the CCP in the
Second Revolutionary Civil War characterized a democratic dictatorship of the

workers and peasants in nature, the same model with the socialist constitutional
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The failure of the Hundred Days of Reform (1989) and the New Deals
Movement at the end of the Qing Dynasty had proved that: in modern China, it
is impossible to construct a constitutional nation through reformation from the
upper to lower hierarchy in the society. Knowing that, Sun Yat-Sen had to seek
a way of revolution to accomplish constitutionalism in China. Sun’ s thought
of constitutionalism was also advanced and perfected with the birth of his Three
Principles of the People, which is also the theoretical foundation of this thought.

To actually realize democracy, we must establish a true democratic republic
first. Therefore, a constitutional system that could manifest the democratic republic
must be designed. Under the guidance of democracy, Sun Yat-Sen developed
this systematic and comprehensive thought. the main content including: political
principle of division of powers and responsibilities, fivefold constitutionalism
combining the Chinese situation with the western theories, preliminary implement
of the civil rights, local self-government, party politics, three-stage theory in
establishing the nation and some other thoughts.

The fivefold constitution and principle of division of powers and
responsibilities were his fundamental allegations of constitutionalism, with the
others being considered as means or approaches of realizing the former two
allegations. Mr. Sun’ s constitutionalism thought was very systematic and had a
strong feasibility, because his thought consisted of both macroscopic plans, such
as three-stage theory in establishing the nation, and microscopic plans, such as
the preliminary implement theory of civil rights, local self-government, and party
politics, direct civil rights and so on.

There was a modification in Mr. Sun s though of constitutionalism, especially
in his view about party politics. From the establishment of the Republic of Chinese
to the dismiss of the congress by Yuan Shi-kai, he believed in political liberalism,
and advocated to transform the Kuomintang into an ordinary party operated under
the regulations of a democratic constitutionalism, such as parliament-cabinet
system, competition between various political parties. After 1919, Yuan Shi-kai’ s
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