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% ABOUT THE TEXT ¢ . N

TG

lee the Sun” is a very interesting story about a small soc1al expenment of practicing
truth. It reveals the way that human beings handle the truth wherc human relationships are
concerned. Truth,as is proved convincingly through the story,is like the sun. As we cannot

look the sun straight in the face, we can hardly give or accept the absolute truth on most
occasions. :

The story is more hke a fantasy than a real happemng The daydream nature of the
experiment leads to all kmds of comic situations full of dramatic tension—the hero’s apparently
mindless comments on his w1fe s “culinary masterpxece on a man who has Just passed away,

and finally on his headmaster’s ‘musical ambition. We follow and watch the hero going around
__carrying out his experiment and laugh all the way from begmnmg to end. It shocks people in
most cases to tell them the absolute truth, but to do so for just one day and in an acute self-
conscious way is an intéresting experience. Anyway, the result is not s0 bad: The hero thinks ;
that the pumshment he is glven is just “a small pnce to pay for the luxury of practlcmg truth”, |
and we, as readers have had some mmghts into human nature through h1s experience.
The author is not only a good storyteller but also a master of words. Overstatements like :
“Two casualties for today”, “No judge delivering a sentence felt more pained and |
helpless”, “He croaks like a dozen frogs”, “He is bellowmg hke a buffalo” and others add to
! the comic effect of the story.

e J

R. K. Narayan (1906-2001): one of the well-known and most widely read Indian o—,__—
novelists writing in English. He portrayed 20th-century Indian life, and his works were
grounded in a compassionate humanism and celebrated the humour and energy of
ordinary life. He lived to the age of 95, writing for more than 50 years, and publishing
till he was 87. He wrote 14 novels, five volumes of short stories, a number of
travelogues and collections of non-fiction, an English translation of Indian epics, and
the memoir My Days. His works were translated into every European language as well
as Hebrew.

the essence of human relationships consisted in tempering truth so that it might not ¢————
shock: basically, to handle human relationships was to make the truth less severe or
cruel so that it would not hurt

The beauty of air travel consists in its speed and ease.

For her, happiness consists in watching television and reading magazines.

This day he set apart as a unique day: He made this day a special day L R
The separation of words into sense groupings is one of the things that sets this
dictionary apart. .

What set her apart from the other candidates for the job was that she had a lot of
original ideas.
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P ARE B || Reading for Information

Pre-Reading Questions
1. Do you agree that truth requires as much strength to give as to receive?
2. Can you describe the sun in your own words?

Like the S

_ un

b

~ @ Truth, Sekhar reflected, is like the sun. I suppose no 1
human being can ever look it straight in the face without
blinking or being dazed. He realized that, moming till night, | biink /bligk! . &8

daze /de1z/ v. kBRI |

s essence /'esans/ n. TR

W-— at least one day in the year we must give and consist in & F

take absolute truth whatever may happen. Otherwise life is not temper /'tempa/ v. F#
worth living. The day ahead seemed to him full of possibilities. | absolute /'bsaluzt/ adj. #3tey
He told no one of his experiment. It was a quiet resolve, " <+ | resolve /rr'zolv/ n. %

€@ The very first/test came while his wife served him his %
morning meal. He showed hesitation over‘an apple pie, which ; |
she had- thought ‘was ‘her culinary ‘masterpiece. She asked, | culinary/kalmory adj. Z 48
“Why, isn’t it good?” At other times he would have 'said, masterpiece /' mazstopizs/ n. A4

considering her feelings in the matter, “I feel full up, that’s
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swallow /'swolou/ v. 58 ¥ all.” But today he said, “It isn’t good. 'm unable to swallow

wince /wins/ v. (B ¥ ) 3L it.” He saw her wince and said to himself, “Can’t be helped.”
A Truth is like the sun. |

common room A4k & E © His next trial was in the common room when one of his

colleagues came up and said, “Did you hear of the death of so

# and so? Don’t you think it a pity?” “No,” Sekhar answered.

“He was such a fine man ...” the other began. But FSekhar

cut sb. short 37 B cut him short with: “Far from it. He always struck me as
mean /mi:n/ adj. % %89 mean and selfish.”

O During the last period when he was teaching geography
Third Form A Z 5% A% % for Third Form A, Sekhar received a note from the headmaster:

“Please see me before you go home.” Sekhar said to himself:

It must be about these hornble test papers A hundred papers
} ﬂ Bl 23

scrawl /skrotl/ n. #EM LiE

shirk /f3:k/ v. #i& - feeling all the time as if a sword were hanging over his head.
% @ Thebell rang and the boys burst out of the class.

O sckhar paused for a moment outside the headmaster’s
room to button up his coat; that was another subject the
sermonize /'s3:monaiz/ v. #4k headmaster always sermonized about.

@ He stepped in with a very polite “Good evening, sir.”

¥ @ The headmaster looked up at him in a very friendly
manner and asked, “Are you free this evening?”

© Sekhar replied, “Just some outing which I have promised
the children at home ...” -

@® “wel, you can take them out another day. Come home
®  with me now.”

timidly /'timidl/ adv. R2H:3 m “Oh ... yes, sir, certainly ...” And then he added timidly,
“Anything special, sir?”

@ “Yes,” replied the headmaster, smiling to himself, “You
didn’t know my weakness for music?”

a5 @ “Oh, yes, sir ...”
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But Sekhar cut him short with: “Far from it. He always struck me as mean and
selfish.” : But Sekhar interrupted him by saying that the man was not at all a fine man
and that he had always ﬁnpressed him as being mean and selfish.

To cut a long story short, I got the job.

The President had to cut short his visit because of the crisis back home..

Almost everything he said struck me as absurd.

His jokes didn’t strike Jack as being very funny.

he had shirked this work for weeks: he had been avoiding this work for weeks

If you shirk your responsibilities now, the situation will just be much harder to deal
with next month.

I shall not shirk from my obligations.




