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1.1 David M. Buss (kX1 - Bf)

The Emergence of Evolutionary Psychology: Contributing to a
Scientific Revolution

David M. Buss & i3 4k .0 B8 4% i) 5E 1R
—  MREEOCHFABRELWHTZ—,
L AR 47 0 5 ¥ & E R (2005—
2007) s BRREEEHLEHESHARE, N
2003 &4, Buss #(# —H & ISI (Institute
for Scientific Information) P¥ ik H 14t 4 F)
FEBCT AT ARBIR A" (“Highly Ci-
ted Researcher” ) , t1 -2 &l .0 B2 B B $5
B R OEERZ — (2003 FHE
B 27) . MMCHALLHEE) —BE R
KR L HROEENEB . Buss H T
ML O B E IR AR, B ERWEZ ¥ E WK
MW, EMANR, MG REMREHE
MARBEWREE BREEHLOHEY S
ALK 1) 2003 SEZN A FHUT R B E

Buss F 1976 sEEB R EM K ¥ B T 48 ( University of Texas at Austin)
HBARHEA7,1981 FEAEIMM KFEETEFI R (University of California at Berke-
ley) SRBIE %0, ZIFEMBRFLT 4 EHBHE, NAEFTERRZEMHT
11 R, AAETHEREHRERGT SBEH.

Buss MIRF 5T MR L2, Lk I A KB 5 BE (human mating strategies) , P
Hwige (conflict between the sexes) , BLE {37 Fl1%t £ 75 % ( prestige, status, and
social reputation) , B 4 ( the emotion of jealousy) , 5 F XX K2 (the psychol-
ogy of homicide) L f& XF F X 2% A9 .0 FRBF I ML il ( psychological defenses against
homicide) , %% , Buss B—fUE=MEXR, B TREZMWH. (Lo mE)
( Evolutionary Psychology) { JE. W #1& ) ( The Dangerous Passion; Why Jealousy is as
Necessary as Love and Sex) %%, bl — A H BEAL AN A TEMR) (Why
Women Have Sex) , i KRR X E LR ERE , 245 E M 200 55,
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X B R RMEG R R, 1989—1990 SE4E 8 “#t b O Fp A" BUE 9 £
£ A, Buss 15| T Hr3E 48 K2 5 % 75 .0 (the Center for Advanced Study) )
YR Bf, 1475 Buss Ml Leda Cosmides, John Tooby, Martin Daly, Margo Wilson & A
FE—a MR, i OB R AR T — B IR L

7E Buss )72 BT, AR BEBIRIF WA R L 2 —, BEXNTHY M
FR-AEFTETHRE, XRZBMGEAOEMAMERNER. EHANEBERER
M CARBIHAE T - ERNFARE KA, REAHEFAEZmE A
KRR Ye? ASTE S B OB A it A8 b A & R A B RS R KR
AR () RSN R R (“IBSMET) 5F (Buss,2007) o fEAEAY
BERBIEE T, XTEE AR B @RI, HRESIEMREREE T B M
B fAe] b AR A AR R TSt o 4 7 e 30 A o AR v TR W A () # 3 Tie)
R, B8 AT R O SR B A7 FE AR R R U 25 5o TR 2 AS TR) S8 30 4 5 7 ) B
R [R B R P 4 i R R W 45 B R M s o P 22 S R B .

B NEFH T ESH TR

Key Publications in the Domain of Human Mating Strategies

Buss, D. M. (1989). Sex differences in human mate preferences: Evolutionary hypothe-
ses tested in 37 cultures. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 12, 1—49.

Buss, D. M. (1989). Conflict between the sexes : Strategic interference and the evocation
of anger and upset. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 56, 735—747.

Buss, D. M. & Schmitt, D. P. (1993). Sexual Strategies Theory: An evolutionary per-
spective on human mating. Psychological Review, 100, 204—232.

Greiling, H. & Buss, D. M. (2000). Women’s sexual strategies: The hidden dimension
of extra-pair mating. Personality and Individual Differences, 28, 929—963.

Meston, C. & Buss, D. M. (2007). Why humans have sex. Archives of Sexual Behavior,

36, 477—507.

Buss, D. M. (2007). The evolution of human mating. Acta Psychologica Sinica, 39,
502—512.

Buss, D. M. & Duntley, I. D. (2008). Adaptations for exploitation. Group Dynamics,
12, 53—62.

Key Books on Evolutionary Psychology
Meston, €. & Buss, D. M. (2009). Why women have sex. New York: Henry Holt.
Buss, D. M. (2011). Ewvolutionary psychology: The new science of the mind (4th ed. ).

Boston: Allyn & Bacon. [ translated into Chinese, Korean, Polish, German, and Arabic ]
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Larsen, R. & Buss, D. M. (2011). Personality: Domains of knowledge about human na-
ture (4th Edition). Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill.

Buss, D. M. (2005). The murderer next door. Why the mind is designed to kill. New
York: The Penguin Press. [ translated into German, Japanese, Korean, Polish]

Buss, D. M. (2003). The evolution of desire: Strategies of human mating ( Revised Edi-
tion). New York: Basic Books. [translated into Chinese and 9 other languages]

Buss, D. M. (2000). The dangerous passion . Why jealousy is as necessary as love and sex.
New York: The Free Press. [ translated into Chinese and 12 other languages ]

Edited Volumes
Buss, D. M. & Hawley, P. (Eds. ) (2011). The evolution of personality and individual
differences. New York: Oxford University Press.
Buss, D. M. (Ed. )(2005). The handbook of evolutionary psychology. New York: Wiley.
Buss, D. M. & Malamuth, N. (Eds. ) (1996). Sex, power. conflict: Evolutionary and

feminist perspectives. New York: Oxford University Press.

Interview on how te teach evolutionary psychology:
hitp ;//homepage. psy. utexas. edu/homepage/Group/BussLAB/pdffiles/teaching _ evolu-
tionary_psychology-2006. pdf
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The Emergence of Evolutionary Psychology .
Contributing to a Scientific Revolution

David M. Buss®

From an early age, I was interested in human nature—what motivates people,
what makes them tick, how their minds work. This led me to the field of psychology,
and within psychology, to the field of personality psychology. Personality psychology
seemed attractive because it is the branch of psychology that deals with grand theories
of human nature. As I learned more about these grand theories—those of Freud,
Skinner, Maslow, and many others—I felt a profound sense that these theories failed
in some critical ways. Each one made a certain amount of sense; it seemed that each
had a piece of the truth. Yet they all seemed somewhat arbitrary. What I sought was
a deeper foundation for a grand theory of human nature—a non-arbitrary foundation
anchored in “first principles. ”

When I first came across evolutionary theory in the context of non-human ani-
mals, I became fascinated. Here was a theory that explained the origins of species,
as well as the origins of the component parts of species—their adaptations. So as an
undergraduate , I began to think about applying evolutionary theory to human psychol-
ogy. Thus, I wrote my first paper, entitled “Dominance and Access to Women,” in
which I argued that the central reason that men had a powerful motivation to get ahead
in the status hierarchy was that it gave them greater access to women. I brought in
sexual selection theory, evidence from primate groups such as chimpanzees, and evi-
dence from the Tiwi tribe, an aboriginal group living off the coast of northern Austral-
ia.

Although I continued to read in the field of evolutionary biology in my spare

time, most of my years in graduate school at the University of California at Berkeley

@ David M. Buss, Department of Psychology, University of Texas, Austin, Texas 78712, USA.
E-Mail; dbuss@ psy. utexas. edu, Webpage: www. davidbuss. com
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were spent studying and conducting research on personality psychology. I did conduct
one empirical study on my own to test the “dominance/access to women” hypothesis ,
but did not publish it. It was not until after my PhD, during my first year as an Assis-
tant Professor at Harvard University in 1981, that I felt the freedom to actively pursue
research from an evolutionary perspective. At the time, there did not exist a field of
evolutionary psychology, and there existed virtually no empirical research within psy-
chology from an evolutionary perspective.

Reading Donald Symons’s book The Evolution of Human Sexuality (1979) and
‘Robert Trivers’s theory of parental investment and sexual selection proved pivotal
(1972, 1974). I designed a study to test predictions about evolved sex differences in
human mate preferences. I reasoned that because mating is so close to the “ engine”
of the evolutionary process—differential reproductive success—if selection had not
fashioned psychological adaptations to deal with mating, it was unlikely to have fash-
ioned adaptations to deal with things father removed from mating. To my great sur-
prise, the predictions about sex differences in mate preferences were confirmed. For
the first time in my scientific career, I felt as though I was operating from a powerful
theory that was predictive, fundamental, and non-arbitrary.

I did not publish these results. Instead, I reasoned that a really rigorous test of
the evolutionary hypotheses would be cross-cultural. If the sex differences in mating
psychology occurred only in the United States, or only in western cultures, then it
would disconfirm the evolutionary hypotheses. So I set out to test the predictions
across cultures. At the time, there existed very little cross-cultural research. Being at
Harvard was a big help, since it gave an aura of prestige that I believe helped me to
attract cross-cultural collaborators. Over the next five years, along with 50 research
collaborators from around the world ( including from mainland China and Taiwan) ,
we gathered data from 37 different cultures, with a total sample of 10,047. To my as-
tonishment, the sex differences proved to be universal across cultures. Had these ini-
tial empirical tests not been supported, I probably would have turned away from evo-
lutionary theory and pursued my mainstream personality research.

As this work was being conducted, I read about research on animal mating and
became more deeply steeped in evolutionary biology. I experienced an explosion of
new ideas that I could test: Tactics of mate attraction, derogation of mating competi-
tors, tactics of mate retention, tactics of mate poaching, conflict between the sexes,

and many others. Evolutionary thinking guides scientists to important domains of in-



