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“Surface Engineering is treatment of the surface and near-surface regions of a

material to allow the surface to perform functions that are distinct from those
functions demanded from the bulk of the material”

-—--from ASM Metal Handbook
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“Solids are composed of a bulk material covered by a surface. The surface
which bounds the bulk material is called the Surface phase. Surface engineering
involves altering the properties of the Surface Phase in order to reduce the degradation
over time. ”

-—-from Wikipedia
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