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British and American families are small. In fact, the popula—
tions of both Britain and the USA have stopped growing. The
typical family has a father, mother and two children. Grandpar—
ents come to visit, but do not usually live with their children.

Most people get married between the ages of 20 and 25, but
many marriages end in divorce. This means that in both countries
there are a large number of “single parent families”, one father
or mother looking after their children alone.

The typical British family has a car, a colour TV set, a wash—
ing machine, and a cat or dog as well. They start the day at about
7 o’ clock, have breakfast at 8, and are off to work by 8:30.
Most women now go out to work as well as men. The children
have lunch at school at about 12:30, and come home at 4 in the
afternoon. Their parents are usually home by 6 o clock, and the
family eats together. After the dinner the father may go to the
pub for a drink, or stay at home and watch TV with the others.
Children go to bed early, at about 8 o’ clock, two or three hours
before their parents.

The typical American family has more money than a British
family. Many have two or three cars, large modern kitchens and
more electrical goods. They eat more meat and spend more on
clothes, but their daily program is nearly the same. Like British
children, American children eat lunch at school, come home mid—
afternoon, and go to bed earlier than their parents.
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© American Homes

Many young Americans do not live with their families, but in apart—
ment blocks or residential areas where everyone is more or less of the
same age.

Young people often move away from home when they leave school
into shared apartments or smaller apartments. They do their own cook—
ing and cleaning, and go to the family home perhaps for the weekend.

Young married couples may move to new suburbs where most
people have young families. In the country, some even build their
houses themselves.

If a family’ s income goes up, they often move to another suburb,
where the houses are bigger, with two or even three garages, a swim—
ming pool, a games room for the children, and everything a family
could want.

Old people often do not live with their grown up children. Many
live in old people’s homes. Some live in special towns, built for old
people, where there are no young children and the atmosphere is quiet.

Americans are always on the move, and some families change their
homes every few years. Every year, 20% of Americans move house.
Mr. and Mrs. Schultz could start life in an apartment in New York, go
on to a white painted wooden home in New England, with small win—
dows to keep out the cold in winter, and end their life in a sunny
house in California, where oranges grow in the garden, and big win—
dows give a wonderful view of the swimming pool and the sea.
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© British Homes
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British homes are usually smaller than American homes,
but, like Americans, old people, young families and un—
married people do not usually live together.

Many Brits love old houses, and these are often more
expensive than modern ones. They also love gardening, and
you will see gardens everywhere you go, in towns, vil—
lages and out in the country. Some are very small, with
just one tree and a few flowers. Others are enormous, with
plenty of flowers and enough vegetables and fruit trees to
feed a family.

There are 19 million homes in Britain big homes
and small homes, old cottages and few high—rise buildings,
houses and flats.

Half of the families in Britain own their own homes.
Millions of these “owner—occupied” houses are the same,

with two or three bedrooms and a bathroom upstairs, a sit—

ting room, dining room and kitchen downstairs, and a small
garden at the back and front of the house. To pay for their
house, home owners borrow money from a “building
society” and pay back a little every month.

One third of the British population live in rented state—
owned homes, called “council houses” .Many of these are
flats, but some are houses, each with a small piece of
garden. Other people rent their homes or apartments from
private owners.

) 8809006000 eE00eEEE0000000000000000EsN0ENRRRIIRRRRNTS S 900200 0000000000000 000000s00eNse0RR0eRERERRRERRLLS




