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Abstract

It is well known that Spinoza is one of the greatest philosophers in
the history of philosophy. Like Descartes and Leibniz, Spinoza is often
regarded as an eminent philosopher of early modern rationalism. His
philosophy is not so much revolutionary as Cartesian philosophy, but
undoubtedly it exerts no less influence on many philosophers and think-
ers in later ages than the latter. By contrast, Spinoza’s political philoso-
phy is somewhat neglected. For a long time his political philosophy is
merely interpreted by most students as a kind of application of his meta-
physical principle to the area of human society. Accordingly his Theo-
logical-Political Treatise, though published when he was alive, is often
seen as an appendix to his major metaphysical book, i. e. , The Ethics.

In this book I will argue that Spinoza’s political philosophy is not a
simple deduction of his philosophical premises, but rather constitutes
the basic context or even the core of his metaphysics. Without this con-
text, his metaphysics would look like an abstract, static and rigid sys-
tem, just as Hegel has criticized it. As a matter of fact, Spinoza's two
books, i. e. , Theological-Political Treatise and The Ethics, represent
two respects of his philosophy as a whole. In Theological-Political
Treatise he tries to point out that all doctrines of traditional or orthodox
revealed religions are nothing but ignorance, prejudice and superstition

that bound our minds, whereas in The Ethics his intention is to guide us
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to know god by means of natural reason, and then to attain true free-
dom, blessedness and salvation. Synthetically, Spinoza's ascending
from political philosophy to metaphysics means a road of modern ration-
al enlightenment. By means of rational enlightenment, modern man not
only frees himself from “the kingdom of darkness” of traditional re-
vealed religions, but also attains truth, freedom and true blessedness.

But Spinoza does not succeed in demonstrating that human reason
is able to take the place of religious revelation and know God in the end.
In his philosophy, this statement is only taken as a self-evident maxim
or premise which is used to criticize traditional religions. Like them,
Spinoza’s reason or rational enlightenment is no more than a kind of hu-
man opinion, belief or presumption. In Gadamer's words, Spinoza's
modern rational enlightenment merely replaces the old superstations of
traditional religions by the new ones of its own. Accordingly, his liberal
and democratic republic is not a true kingdom of reason and freedom,
but an abstract state of social contract, or a kind of theocracy in secular
sense. As far as this is concerned, Spinoza’s rational enlightenment and
his critiques of traditional religion are unsuccessful.

This book contains five chapters and a conclusion. In chapter I, T try to
makes clear the context and intention of Spinoza’s political philosophy.
Chapter Il discusses the fundamental principle and points of Spinoza’s
philosophy. Chapter Il makes an analysis of his interpretation of tradi-
tional revealed religions. Based on this, Chapter IV further explains
Spinoza’s biblical critiques, including his principle and methods of bibli-
cal interpretations. Chapter V puts the emphasis on Spinoza’s thoughts
of natural right and social contract. In the conclusion of this book, 1
first discuss the intention of Spinoza’s philosophy as a whole, and then
examine the inner dilemma of modern rational enlightenment and the

fundamental crisis of modern liberal politics and political philosophy.
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