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INTRODUCTION TO
[ISLAMIC ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY |

The study of lalamic economic ideology is still quite weak in modem Chinese sphere of leam-
ing, and as compared with that in other felda such as in philosophy and culture, the study of Is-
lamic economic ideology is not only of late start but also of few publicationa. The introductions and
transiatione en the classical Islamic economic idedlogy were quite early since in the translation cli-
max of ldamic works in Ming end Qing Dynasties, same literatures, mare ar less, concemed the
Talamic classical economic ideology. 1n our modem times, although there are still some such intro-
ductions, but the academic sludy oo such ideclogy hes been slmost none. The reasons for such
phenomena coubd be the general wenkness in the academic studies of Islamic culiure on one hand
and on the other hand might be that, for the integral demand of our nation’ s modemization, Chi-
nese academia pays more attentian ko the stndy of westem ceonomic ideology, a3 a result, neglect-
ing the study of traditions] economis ideology it the Third — world countries. Even in the lsdtamic
aulee research field exiats the phenomens of prefemring history, theology, religions law, phileso-
phy and ignosing the rich snd varied economic ideological field, And this situation had been hardly
changed from the founding of The People’ s Republic of China to the early period of cur Open - up
and Economic Reform.

But in the late 705", there was a great change in the international lsiamic word and the Is-
lamic renaissance prevailed the whole fslamic world, bring about great impacts to the politics, e-
conory and culture of many Islamic countries. And the modern Islamic econcmic theary has be-
come & sparkling point in modem Idamic culture and the Telamic culture research field hes attached
8 grent importance to it. As a tesult, some intemational conference concemed has been held in
Sandy Arabia, Pakistan, the United States, Britzin, Germany and some other comtries. Eapecial-
iy, the enhanced development of the Islamic bnks has effectively promoted interests of the intemas
tional [slamic cutture researching eircle and international economy field 1o the study of Istamic eco-
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nomic theary.

The Chinese acadermia was quite tardy and only in late 808, some introductions an alamic e-
conomic ideology sppeered in some publictions. There have also some aticles, but, o far, not &
systematic research works has been issued.

This beok tmight be the first Chinese academnic work o systematic studics of Illamic economic
ideology . Camposed of five chapters and sixieen sections, the work oullines gemeral contents, basic
characterigtica and main representatives of the Jassical lslamic economic ideclogy, the Islamic eco-
nomic ideology in medieval times, the mederm Ialamic economic ideclogy and conterporary Islamic

Generally, the intemational research publications on the matter can be classified into two
trends: One is that the lalamic scholars, o the point of Islam, perform the smotating, encidating
and theoretic — smicteral studies. And the other is the cniticizng and doctrinat siady of the western
acholars, from their viewpoint of westemn culture value. Their researches might heve the limitationa
due to the influence of Histarical hackground snd their values. While in this book, with the grand
beckground of Chinese cultire, the suthor presents to you his systematic studies on [alamic eco-
nomic ideology by applying the advanced Chinese tradivionn] ideas, various contemporary social eci-
ence Yiewpoints and methods. T, the idess offered in this book vary bacically from that in west-
em publications and the ldamic achalars. In addition, in the elucidation of the cormotation, deno-
tation:, developing course, basic contents, characters and systematic structure, ete. this book alwo
differs from that of the foreign jesves and han its won specific festures. So far, no foreign scholars
have ever invalved in the etndy of Chinese Talarmic coonomic ideology yet.

The [ Introduction ] of thia book gives the definition and clasdfication on the basic cantents,
basic scape and besic developing phase of the Ialsmic economic ideology. It aleo gives a bref ac-
count on the theoretical and practical significance of the studics on Ialamic economic ideology,
helpful 1o the understanding and studies of integral Istamic culture, and to the firther cognition to
the spevific characters of the Islmmic culture . ialamic econamic ideology has profoend impact on the
Istamic world, so that the stidy might enhance oir understanding and vecognition of the so many
specific phenomena during the developing process of the Islamic scciety.

Chapter 1, [ ielamic Ciassical Eeanomic Idedogy ] anmenrizes and analyzes the economic ide-
ology and the besic features revealed in [ Koran] and [ Hadith]. 1. Islamic sconomic ideology sym-
bolized by their sirong consciexmneas and concept of equity, cooperation, honesty, faithfulness and
the canception in protecting the limitary private property, as well as many of their spocific contents
such s their values in worshiping the commerce and valuing the commeree are all closely related
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with the historical cultural background. The concept of relative equilitwation in the [slamic classical
economic ideology shares the feattires held by the binary socicty and binary valucs existed in Arabsi-
an Society hefore the birth of Islam. 2. The care of the Jslamic cooomic ideology is the property
right. Thus, this book fully elaborabes Moslem ownership, possessing right, right of use, right of
distribution, heirdom, creditor’ s right and business management, etc. , pointing out that the Lalam
holds the concept of relative equalization in property possession. 3. Islam has the values of regard-
ing the business and respecting the merchants a5 well as the principles of industrious business prac-
tice, Teciprocal trade, rational competitions, protecting production, strict probibition of beavy in-
ferests, sirict prohibition of epeculation and the contractual business activities. It also has the de-
mands of honest business, fair rade, faithfulness snd other commercial moralities. The book ana-
lyzes the moral snd ideological features in Islamic business practice and discusses the aocial func-
tion and historical restriction of the Islamic. cormmerviel ideas. 4. The lslamic social welfare idea
contents two levels of discourse: ane s theoretical principle thet is the core of the Islamic social
welfire idess., and the other s from this theoretical principle, to discuse and put forvard the ap-
proach end methoda to realize this basic theoretical principle, It aleo analyzes the active signifi-
cance and epoch resirictions of the lelamic social welfare ides and the methids to realize this idea.
5. The consumption value of the klamic dassical economic ideclogy mainly inchades the following
four pepects; 1), Islam is the religion for people’ 5 lives both in today’ s world and in the other
wordd. Thua, it opposes not only the lumury, extravagant and wasteful way of life, but also the as-
eeticist way of life, purming moderate consumptive principle.2). From its points of view in reli-
gious morality, spiritual culture standard md principle of buman health, Ialsm divides the oon-
sumplive behaviors into different categories such as proper and improper 28 well as legal and ille-
gal, initiating for the proper consamption. 3) . lalam requires the: Muslims to offer & poition of their
income for moral charity or as donations to the religious cause. In many respects, Islam closely in-
tegrates the religious consumption with the monl consmption reganding them: as & whole, 4} . ls-
larm proposss the consamption that ean benefit both the physical and mental health, clean and Gdy,
opposes the foods or other things that might make people intoxicated, dejectod and apathetic,
hartnful to people®s health. 1t also opposes the gambling pames, idolatry, the sexy dances, and
other sexy games and recreations. 6. Islam believes that the sgricultural production is privilege en-
dowed to tuenan heings by Allah, pecple should meke a full uee of this privilege endowed 1o cffec-
tively promote the agriculture. take care of the farm gnimals, pay attention to the sustsinable devel-
opment of the agricultural and animal husbandry production and 1o integrate the development of a-
griculural production with the social welfare. It proposes the farmland management by self manage-
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ment , lending the Jand 1o the follow Muslim, sharing the profit, and other fonms of management. 1t
buas the dim conception of ecological agricultre and their agricultiral management idess bears the
profound maality featmres. The profit — sharing system in lending the farmland symbolizes the mu-
tual risk end mutnal benefit characters, which is closely related with the Islemic doctrine that all
Muslime are hiothera.

The book summarizes the seven characters revealed in 1damic elassical economic ideclogy: 1.
From the viewpoint of theanetical analysis, lalamic clasgsical economic ideology expatiates on the ii-
logical discursion and quotation — style and order — style characters. 2. The basic Tslamic belief
contents the belief to the Islamic classical economic ideclogy, ensbling it to have the sacred and
abeolute authoritative position. In tom, it fully enhances the basic veligious belief of Islam. 3. It
has a plenty of systematic economic motal conceptions, intending to bring the Jelamic economic
practice into economic moal criterions. The integration of economic ideclogy with religiovs morality
alao embodies the dence welfare spirits. 4. The " faithfulneas’ in the morality and belief always
holds a very inportant position, but, meanwhile, it emphasizes the realistic material gaing and or-
ganically integrate the pursuits of religious belief and morality with that of the realistic material
gains. 5. It protects the private ownership on one hand, allowing the difference between the rich
and the poor. But one the other hand, it oppases the accurmulation of the wealth just in the hands
of the minority, claiming that everyone should shere the property endowed by the Allah, and take
various method to redistribute the property so as to naow the gaps between the rich and the poor.
The besis of this kind of property redistribation is to embody the cancept of relative equality. 6. In
ita whole contents, the elaboration on comnercial econotny and commercial marality were consider-
sbly accounted, encouraging its people 1o actively engege in commercial practice and giving high
honor to the mercharts. 7. It has the festures of jurisprudence, systematization and standardization
of life stvle, ete.

Chapter 11. In the [ Islamic Economic Ideology In Medieval Times], it was believed that the
ecomomic policy and the innovation of its system as well as the enrichment of the economic ideology
in medieval times developed the [slamic classical economic ideology. The Sufism thoughts prevail-
ing in the late medievsl times and the econmic vales of the denaminations represented another e-
oonomic value that differed from the Islamic classical economic ideology. The lslamic economic ide-
ology in the late medieval times basically focused on the elaboration of ldlamic classical economic
ideology.

Chapter LT, [ Modem [slamic Econamic Ideology] firstty summarizos the historical back-
greund of modem Tstamic world, believing that comedown and vigorous development, the cultural
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conflicts andt blend are the time symbol of the modern and contemporary Mustim World. 1t is also
believed that the modem time could be classified inlo two periods: In the first period, Islamic eco-
nomic ideology was mainly embodied in the basic propoesl for Islamic taditional renaissance in the
same historical period, thus, it sl belonged to the traditions] scope. In the second period, the ks-
lamie economic ideology was mainly revealed in the ideas of lslamic modernistic movements, which
clearty irdicated the western culiral irmpact and the obvious character of the certain blend of the
Islamic colture with the western culture, 2, Cenerally speaking, the economic ideas of modern ls-
lamie rensissance mainly focused on the property and the conmmption, which implied that the low
Muslim class was stitl in the traditional and backward econamic atatus and could not form mny mod-
em econoic ideas on one hand, and on the other hand, it showed its criginal relations with classi-
cal Ialamic economic ideas. The integrative conumme mode in military, palitics, religion end econ-
omy in esrly lalamic "Wuma™ period become the model in the modem lslamic movements. This
collective commme economic ideology reflected the simple and naive relationship and the con-
sciousness of relative oquality of the poor. 3. Hecenily, some enlightened modem Muslim intetlec-
tuals proposed the science and rationalism. Although their economic ideas are il quite a few, but
it presents a new trerd and the first signs in the new era. 4. At the critical moment of the nation,
the Muslim world already kad the upper cless and inteliucrualsﬁth the modem: conceptions and
modemization aenses. They demanded the reform 80 a3 to seck suvvival, As a result, there had
been the modemist reform from the upper class to the Iow. The Islamic law inclides the reform of
the Islamic economic law which has become an important part of the Islamic law, and the promotion
of the western modemized economic pattern, under the traditional Istamic cultural hackground , is
an setive innovation and has the break — through sipnificance. In wm, these innovation also has
the active significence in the promotion and development p of Ialamic economic ideology .

In this chapter, it has been put forward that: 1. In modem Islamic economic ideology, there

exist three inter — conflict aspects: The first is the conservative lstamic econamie idess that stub-
bomly maintains the present traditione] Islamic economie system, playing the mle of blocking the
social economic devefopment. The second ia for the refotm of the present fraditionsl Islamic eco-
nowmic system, proposing to use the pure classical lalamic econamic ideology to standardize and di-
rect the realistic social economic practice. [t is the active element in pramoting the economic sys-
tem veform in the Musli world. The third is, influenced by the western ideology and cuthure, eco-
nomic system and economic theory, to sponsor the inmovation of lalamic economic system and be-
came the active motive in promoting the modemization of the Muslim werld. These three different e-
conomic ideologies all believe themselves helonging to the real Islamic spirits and their corflicts
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mainly focus on the two issues: How 1o regard the present lslamic econartic system and the eco-
nomic practice? And how 1o irest the westem civilization, oconamic system and eoonomic ideology?
The judgement of the positive and nogative factors in the comormic ideas of oe group ar individual
mainly depends on the evahstion of their attitde toward this tow basic issues in their economic
outlok. '

Chapter IV: [ Contemporary Islamie Econormic idedogy ] divides the development history of
the contemparary Islamic economic ideology into three phases: 1. 20s — 508 in the 20th century
was initial period for the gestaion and the development of contemporary lelamic sconomic ideology,
which might be referrsd 1o a3 the first sign of contemporary Islamic economic ideclogy. Economic
problesns weze move and 1wore cphasized in the laamic rawmissance trend of thought and there ap-
peared some epecial ticles and works. Due o the influence of the westem science, the judgement
sense of the Muslim became more rational and some of their economic ideclogy involved the eco-
normic idess in the modem westemn cultures. As g remilt, the Talamic socialist econamic idealogy
has got into the shape. 2. 50a ~ 70s of the 20th century was the time for the theorimation, scientific
realization snd practice of contemporary Islamic economic ideclogy and it was alao the period for the
wmassive practice of contemnporary Ialamic socialist econamic ideciogy. 3. In T0s ~ 908 appeared the
upauge in studying Islamic economics and, with the contemporzry lslamic renaiseance movement,
there was the climax in practicing the Islamic economy, especially the lslamic finance. The con-
terporary lslamic econormic theory had initially formed its own speesfic system,

The book gives separate introduction of the main idess of contemporary lshunic economists in
the eight sspects, The sectian { The Development Course of conterporary Immic Economic Ideolo-
7] gives the vertical description to the develaping circuit snd venation of contemporary Istamie e
conomic idedlogy. While the section { The Basic Contents of contemporary Islamie: Economic Ideot-
ogy] gives the transverse surmmnary of the aress, the besic contents and main views of the contempo-

rary Islamic econommic idealogy .

1t is believed that the contemponry Ialamic economdc ideology has ten big characters: 1. Con-
temporary Jslamic economic ideology uses lalamic clesical economic ideclogy as its basis and core,
and it is the enrichment and development of the Islamic classical econormic ideclogy. 2. Comerpo-
rary Islamic econcmic theory ia compased by the strong consciousncss in presaving the original
principles on one hand and the modemn flexible adeptability an the other hand . 3. Contemporary Is-
lamic economic theory i the motive reflection of the conflict and contradictions between westetn e-
conomic pattern and traditional econoaic values in the Muslim world, 4. Campared with lalamic
clasgical economic ideology, the contemporary Islamic econcenic theoretical concept p o be
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mare clear, logical and mational, more complets and more systematic. 5, Contemporary Islamic eco-
nomic theory is the integration of Islamic classical e ic ideology and modem economic theary.
6. Campared with the western economic theery, contemporary Islamic econcmic theory contents
mare ethnic factors. 7. The study of contemporary Islamic economic theory focuses on the issues of
distribution and finance. §. It has the chvious value in the transverse study of the entirely world-
wide econormic system. 9. Contempoary Islamic economic ideology differs from the classical eco-
nomic ideas in that the contemporry one itself docm”t have the special position of roligious creden-
dum, religious law and religious morality. Tt has mere researchful and academic colors. 10. Con-
temporary Jslamic economic theary has hoth the doctrinal features and strong practical and operable
characters.

Chapter Y. [ Chinese Islamic Ecanomic ldedogy] indicates the six major characters in Chi-
nese Ialamic economic idecdogy: 1. In Chinese Islamic economic idealogical system, there has been
few discussion on the pire econcmic isses such as the production, business management ste. For
instance, very few works on commercial issues could be found, Z.Themln_lndm:micimin-
volved in Chinese Idamic ic ideological system mainly belong to the economic ethnics. 3.
In the blend of the classical Islamic economic ideclogy with the traditional Chinese economic ideol-
ogy, many charecters of claseical Islemic economic ideology have been reformed or submerged by
the traditional Chinese eulture. 4. The Chinese Islamic econorsc ideclogy mainly spreads the con-
tents of Islamic clasaical economic ideology. But it is also influenced by the traditional Chinese cul-
e, especislly the economic system and ideology of " Xidaotang' , thus, it is the integration of the
lslamic cutture and traditional Chinese culture. 5. The Chinese lalamic economic ideclogy has not
been much influenced by contemporary Islamic economic idedlogy. 6. The Tslam in Xingjiang Dis-
trict has formed its own eystem, not much influenced by traditiong] Chinese Confusian culture, but
deeply influenced by Turks' and Shaman’s culture.
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