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Practice Examination 1

Part | Reading Comprehension (40 %)

Directions: There are 5 reading passages in this part. Each passage is followed by some
questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A, B,
C, and D. You should decide on the best choice and mark your answer on the ANSWER
SHEET by blackening the corresponding letter in the brackets.

Questions 1 to 4 are based on the following passage:

A long-held view of the history of the English colonies that became the United States
has been that England’s policy toward these colonies before 1763 was dictated by
commercial interests and that a change to a more imperial policy, dominated by expansionist
militarist objectives, generated the tensions that ultimately led to the American Revolution.
In a recent study, Stephen Saunders Webb has presented a formidable challenge to this
view. According to Webb, England already had a military imperial policy for more than a
century before the American Revolution. He sees Charles I , the English monarch between
1660 and 1685, as the proper successor of the Tudor monarchs of the sixteenth century and
of Oliver Cromwell, all of whom were bent on extending centralized executive power over
England’s possessions through the use of what Webb calls “ garrison government. ”
Garrison government allowed the colonists a legislative assembly, but real authority, in
Webb’s view, belonged to the colonial governor, who was appointed by the king and
supported by the “garrison” that is, by the local contingent of English troops under the
colonial governor’s command.

According to Webb, the purpose of garrison government was to provide military
support for a royal policy designed to limit the power of the upper classes in the American
colonies. Webb argues that the colonial legislative assemblies represented the interests not
of the common people but of the colonial upper classes, a coalition of merchants and nobility
who favored self-rule and sought to elevate legislative authority at the expense of the
executive. It was, according to Webb, the colonial governors who favored the small
farmer, opposed the plantation system, and tried through taxation to break up large
holdings of land. Backed by the military presence of the garrison, these governors tried to
prevent the gentry and merchants, allied in the colonial assemblies, from transforming
colonial America into a capitalistic oligarchy.

Webb’s study illuminates the political alignments that existed in the colonies in the

century prior to the American Revolution, but his view of the crown’s use of the military as
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an instrument of colonial policy is not entirely convincing. England during the seventeenth
century was not noted for its military achievements. Cromwell did mount England’s most
ambitious overseas military expedition in more than a century, but it proved to be an utter
failure. Under Charles Il , the English army was too small to be a major instrument of
government. Not until the war with France in 1697 did William [l persuade Parliament to
create a professional standing army. and Parliament’s price for doing so was to keep the
army under tight legislative control. While it may be true that the crown attempted to
curtail the power of the colonial upper classes, it is hard to imagine how the English army
during the seventeenth century could have provided significant military support for such a
policy.
1. The passage can best be described as a

A. survey of the inadequacies of a conventional viewpoint

B. reconciliation of opposing points of view

C. summary and evaluation of a recent study

D. defense of a new thesis from anticipated objections
2. The passage suggests that the view referred to in lines 1 —4 argued that

A. the colonial governors were sympathetic to the demands of the common people

B. Charles [ was a pivotal figure in the shift of English monarchs toward a more

imperial policy in their governorship of the American colonies

O

the American Revolution was generated largely out of a conflict between the colonial
upper classes and an alliance of merchants and small farmers
D. the military did not play a major role as an instrument of colonial policy until 1763
3. It can be inferred from the passage that Webb would be most likely to agree with which
of the following statements regarding garrison government?
A. Garrison government gave legislative assemblies in the colonies relatively little
authority, compared to the authority that it gave the colonial governors.
B. Garrison government proved relatively ineffective until it was used by Charles I to
curb the power of colonial legislatures.
C. Garrison government became a less viable colonial policy as the English Parliament
began to exert tighter legislative control over the English military.
D. Oliver Cromwell was the first English ruler to make use of garrison government on a
large scale.
4. According to the passage, Webb views Charles || as the “proper successor” of the
Tudor monarchs and Cromwell because Charles [l
A. used colonial tax revenues to fund overseas military expeditions

B. used the military to extend executive power over the English colonies
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C. wished to transform the American colonies into capitalistic oligarchies
D. resisted the English Parliament’s efforts to exert control over the military
Questions 5 to 8 are based on the following passage:

Discussion of the assimilation of Puerto Ricans in the United States has focused on two
factors: social standing and the loss of national culture. In general, excessive stress is
placed on one factor or the other, depending on whether the commentator is North
American or Puerto Rican. Many North American social scientists, such as Oscar Handlin,
Joseph Fitzpatrick, and Oscar Lewis, consider Puerto Ricans as the most recent in a long
line of ethnic entrants to occupy the lowest rung on the social ladder. Such a
“sociodemographic” approach tends to regard assimilation as a benign process, taking for
granted increased economic advantage and inevitable cultural integration, in a supposedly
egalitarian context. However, this approach fails to take into account the colonial nature of
the Puerto Rican case, with this group, unlike their European predecessors, coming from a
nation politically subordinated to the United States. Even the “radical” critiques of this
mainstream research model, such as the critique developed in Divided Society ., attach the
issue of ethnic assimilation too mechanically to factors of economic and social mobility and
are thus unable to illuminate the cultural subordination of Puerto Ricans as a colonial
minority.

In contrast, the “colonialist” approach of island-based writers such as Eduardo Seda-
Bonilla, Manuel Maldonado-Denis, and Luis Nieves-Falcon tends to view assimilation as the
forced loss of national culture in an unequal contest with imposed foreign values. There is,
of course, a strong tradition of cultural accommodation among other Puerto Rican thinkers.
The writings of Eugenio Fernandez Méndez clearly exemplify this tradition, and many
supporters of Puerto Rico’s commonwealth status share the same universalizing orientation.
But the Puerto Rican intellectuals who have written most about the assimilation process in
the United States all advance cultural nationalist views, advocating the preservation of
minority cultural distinctions and rejecting what they see as the subjugation of colonial
nationalities.

This cultural and political emphasis is appropriate, but the colonialist thinkers misdirect
it, overlooking the class relations at work in both Puerto Rican and North American
history. They pose the clash of national cultures as an absolute polarity, with each culture
understood as static and undifferentiated. Yet both the Puerto Rican and North American
traditions have been subject to constant challenge from cultural forces within their own
societies, forces that may move toward each other in ways that cannot be written off as
mere “assimilation. ” Consider, for example, the indigenous and Afro-Caribbean traditions

in Puerto Rican culture and how they influence and are influenced by other Caribbean
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cultures and Black cultures in the United States. The elements of coercion and inequality,

so central to cultural contact according to the colonialist framework, play no role in this kind

of convergence of racially and ethnically different elements of the same social class.

5. The author’s main purpose is to

A.

O

criticize the emphasis on social standing in discussions of the assimilation of Puerto
Ricans in the United States

support the thesis that assimilation has not been a benign process for Puerto Ricans
defend a view of the assimilation of Puerto Ricans that emphasizes the preservation of
national culture

indicate deficiencies in two schools of thought on the assimilation of Puerto Ricans in

the United States

6. According to the passage, cultural accommodation is promoted by

A.
B.
C.
D.

Eduardo Seda-Bonilla
Manuel Maldonado-Denis
the author of Divided Society

many supporters of Puerto Rico’s commonwealth status

7. The author implies that the Puerto Rican writers who have written most about

assimilation do not

A.
B.
C.
D.

regard assimilation as benign
resist cultural integration
describe in detail the process of assimilation

take into account the colonial nature of the Puerto Rican case

8. It can be inferred from the passage that the “colonialist” approach is so called because its

practitioners

A. support Puerto Rico’s commonwealth status

B. have a strong tradition of cultural accommodation

C. emphasize the class relations at work in both Puerto Rican and North American
history

D. regard the political relation of Puerto Rico to the United States as a significant factor

in the experience of Puerto Ricans

Questions 9 to 12 are based on the following passage:

Classical physics defines the vacuum as a state of absence; a vacuum is said to exist in a

region of space if there is nothing in it. In the quantum field theories that describe the

physics of elementary particles, the vacuum becomes somewhat more complicated. Even in

empty space, particles can appear spontaneously as a result of fluctuations of the vacuum.

For example, an electron and a positron, or antielectron, can be created out of the void.
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Particles created in this way have only a fleeting existence; they are annihilated almost as
soon as they appear, and their presence can never be detected directly. They are called
virtual particles in order to distinguish them from real particles, whose lifetimes are not
constrained in the same way, and which can be detected. Thus it is still possible to define
the vacuum as a space that has no real particles in it.

One might expect that the vacuum would always be the state of lowest possible energy
for a given region of space. If an area is initially empty and a real particle is put into it, the
total energy, it seems, should be raised by at least the energy equivalent of the mass of the
added particle. A surprising result of some recent theoretical investigations is that this
assumption is not invariably true. There are conditions under which the introduction of a
real particle of finite mass into an empty region of space can reduce the total energy. If the
reduction in energy is great enough, an electron and a positron will be spontaneously
created. Under these conditions the electron and positron are not a result of vacuum
fluctuations but are real particles, which exist indefinitely and can be detected. In other
words, under these conditions the vacuum is an unstable state and can decay into a state of
lower energy; i. e. ,» one in which real particles are created.

The essential condition for the decay of the vacuum is the presence of an intense electric
field. As a result of the decay of the vacuum, the space permeated by such a field can be
said to acquire an electric charge, and it can be called a charged vacuum. The particles that
materialize in the space make the charge manifest. An electric field of sufficient intensity to
create a charged vacuum is likely to be found in only one place: in the immediate vicinity of
a superheavy atomic nucleus, one with about twice as many protons as the heaviest natural
nuclei known. A nucleus that large cannot be stable, but it might be possible to assemble
one next to a vacuum for long enough to observe the decay of the vacuum. Experiments
attempting to achieve this are now under way.

9. Which of the following titles best describes the passage as a whole?
A. The Vacuum: Its Fluctuations and Decay.
B. The Vacuum: Its Creation and Instability.
C. The Vacuum: A State of Absence.
D. Particles That Materialize in the Vacuum.
10. According to the passage, the assumption that the introduction of a real particle into a

vacuum raises the total energy of that region of space has been cast into doubt by

A. findings from laboratory experiments
B. findings from observational field experiments

C. accidental observations made during other experiments
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D. predictions based on theoretical work
11. It can be inferred from the passage that scientists are currently making efforts to

observe

A. the decay of a vacuum in the presence of virtual particles

B. the decay of a vacuum next to a superheavy atomic nucleus

C. the creation of a superheavy atomic nucleus next to an intense electric field

D. the creation of a virtual electron and a virtual positron as a result of fluctuations of a

vacuum
12. According to the passage, the author considers the reduction of energy in an empty
region of space to which a real particle has been added to be

A. a well-known process

B. a frequent occurrence

C. a fleeting aberration

D. an unexpected outcome
Questions 13 to 16 are based on the following passage:

“Popular art” has a number of meanings, impossible to define with any precision,
which range from folklore to junk. The poles are clear enough, but the middle tends to
blur. The Hollywood Western of the 1930’s, for example, has elements of folklore, but is
closer to junk than to high art or folk art. There can be great trash, just as there is bad high
art. The musicals of George Gershwin are great popular art, never aspiring to high art.
Schubert and Brahms, however, used elements of popular music—folk themes—in works
clearly intended as high art. The case of Verdi is a different one: he took a popular genre—
bourgeois melodrama set to music (an accurate definition of nineteenth-century opera) —
and, without altering its fundamental nature, transmuted it into high art. This remains one
of the greatest achievements in music, and one that cannot be fully appreciated without
recognizing the essential trashiness of the genre.

As an example of such a transmutation, consider what Verdi made of the typical
political elements of nineteenth-century opera. Generally in the plots of these operas, a hero
or heroine—usually portrayed only as an individual, unfettered by class—is caught between
the immoral corruption of the aristocracy and the doctrinaire, a hero or secret greed of the
leaders of the proletariat. Verdi transforms this naive and unlikely formulation with music
of extraordinary energy and rhythmic vitality, music more subtle than it seems at first
hearing. There are scenes and arias that still sound like calls to arms and were clearly
understood as such when they were first performed. Such pieces lend an immediacy to the
otherwise veiled political message of these operas and call up feelings beyond those of the

opera itself.
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Or consider Verdi’s treatment of character. Before Verdi, there were rarely any
characters at all in musical drama, only a series of situations which allowed the singers to
express a series of emotional states. Any attempt to find coherent psychological portrayal in
these operas is misplaced ingenuity. The only coherence was the singer’s vocal technique:
when the cast changed, new arias were almost always substituted, generally adapted from
other operas. Verdi’s characters, on the other hand, have genuine consistency and
integrity, even if, in many cases, the consistency is that of pasteboard melodrama. The
integrity of the character is achieved through the music: once he had become established,
Verdi did not rewrite his music for different singers or countenance alterations or
substitutions of somebody else’s arias in one of his operas, as every eighteenth-century
composer had done. When he revised an opera, it was only for dramatic economy and
effectiveness.

13. The author refers to Schubert and Brahms in order to suggest

A. that their achievements are no less substantial than those of Verdi

B. that their works are examples of great trash

C. the extent to which Schubert and Brahms influenced the later compositions of Verdi

D. that popular music could be employed in compositions intended as high art
14. According to the passage, the immediacy of the political message in Verdi’s operas

stems from the

A. vitality and subtlety of the music

B. audience’s familiarity with earlier operas

C. portrayal of heightened emotional states

D. individual talents of the singers
15. According to the passage, all of the following characterize musical drama before Verdi

EXCEPT

A. arias tailored to a particular singer’s ability

B. adaptation of music from other operas

C. psychological inconsistency in the portrayal of characters

D. music used for the purpose of defining a character
16. Which of the following best describes the relationship of the first paragraph of the

passage to the passage as a whole?

A. Tt provides a group of specific examples from which generalizations are drawn later

in the passage.

B. It leads to an assertion that is supported by examples later in the passage.

0O

It defines terms and relationships that are challenged in an argument later in the

passage.
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D. It briefly compares and contrasts several achievements that are examined in detail
later in the passage.
Questions 17 to 20 are based on the following passage:

Surprisingly enough, modern historians have rarely interested themselves in the history
of the American South in the period before the South began to become self-consciously and
distinctively “Southern” —the decades after 1815. Consequently, the cultural history of
Britain’s North American empire in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries has been
written almost as if the Southern colonies had never existed. The American culture that
emerged during the Colonial and Revolutionary eras has been depicted as having been simply
an extension of New England Puritan culture. However, Professor Davis has recently
argued that the South stood apart from the rest of American society during this early
period, following its own unique pattern of cultural development. The case for Southern
distinctiveness rests upon two related premises: first, that the cultural similarities among
the five Southern colonies were far more impressive than the differences, and second. that
what made those colonies alike also made them different from the other colonies. The first,
for which Davis offers an enormous amount of evidence, can be accepted without major
reservations; the second is far more problematic.

What makes the second premise problematic is the use of the Puritan colonies as a basis
for comparison. Quite properly, Davis decries the excessive influence ascribed by historians
to the Puritans in the formation of American culture. Yet Davis inadvertently adds weight
to such ascriptions by using the Puritans as the standard against which to assess the
achievements and contributions of Southern colonials. Throughout, Davis focuses on the
important, and undeniable, differences between the Southern and Puritan colonies in
motives for and patterns of early settlement, in attitudes toward nature and Native
Americans, and in the degree of receptivity to metropolitan cultural influences.

However, recent scholarship has strongly suggested that those aspects of early New
England culture that seem to have been most distinctly Puritan, such as the strong religious
orientation and the communal impulse, were not even typical of New England as a whole,
but were largely confined to the two colonies of Massachusetts and Connecticut. Thus,
what in contrast to the Puritan colonies appears to Davis to be peculiarly Southern—
acquisitiveness, a strong interest in politics and the law, and a tendency to cultivate
metropolitan cultural models—was not only more typically English than the cultural
patterns exhibited by Puritan Massachusetts and Connecticut, but also almost certainly
characteristic of most other early modern British colonies from Barbados north to Rhode
Island and New Hampshire. Within the larger framework of American colonial life, then,

not the Southern but the Puritan colonies appear to have been distinctive, and even they
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seem to have been rapidly assimilating to the dominant cultural patterns by the late Colonial

period.

17. The author is primarily concerned with

A.

B.
C.

D.

refuting a claim about the influence of Puritan culture on the early American South
refuting a thesis about the distinctiveness of the culture of the early American South
refuting the two premises that underlie Davis’ discussion of the culture of the
American South in the period before 1815

challenging the hypothesis that early American culture was homogeneous in nature

18. The passage implies that the attitudes toward Native Americans that prevailed in the

Southern colonies

A.

B.
C.
D.

were in conflict with the cosmopolitan outlook of the South
derived from Southerners’ strong interest in the law
were modeled after those that prevailed in the North

differed from those that prevailed in the Puritan colonies

19. According to the author. the depiction of American culture during the Colonial and

Revolutionary eras as an extension of New England Puritan culture reflects the

A.

fact that historians have overestimated the importance of the Puritans in the
development of American culture

fact that early American culture was deeply influenced by the strong religious
orientation of the colonists

failure to recognize important and undeniable cultural differences between New
Hampshire and Rhode Island on the one hand and the Southern colonies on the
other

extent to which Massachusetts and Connecticut served as cultural models for the

other American colonies

20. The passage suggests that by the late Colonial period the tendency to cultivate

metropolitan cultural models was a cultural pattern that was

A.
B.
C.
D.

dying out as Puritan influence began to grow
self-consciously and distinctively Southern
spreading to Massachusetts and Connecticut

more characteristic of the Southern colonies than of England

Part [| English-Chinese Translation (20 %)

21.

Productivity is the yardstick by which socioeconomic revolutions are measured.

Plows triggered the agrarian revolution by greatly improving the productivity of farmers.
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Engines, and later electricity, triggered the industrial revolutions by greatly improving the

productivity of workers in manufacturing and transportation. If there is to be a true

information revolution, then computers will have to repeat the pattern with information and

information work.

22. Information technology has barely begun to improve productivity, and it has even

hurt it in some cases; it takes longer to wade through those endless automated phone

answering menus than it does to talk to a human operator. However, as I suggested in the

previous chapter, productivity will rise once computers and communications are used in the

Information Marketplace to relieve people of brain work in the way that industrial machinery

relieved us of physical work.

Indeed, the Information Marketplace will give rise to two great new forces that will
drive change in the twenty-first century: * electronic bulldozers” and “ electronic
proximity”. This chapter deals with the first force. Chapter 13 deals with the second.

23. Ultimately, most of the hardware and communications technologies, human-

machine interfaces, middleware, and information infrastructures we have discussed will

either serve as electronic bulldozers or create electronic proximity. The bulldozers will

relieve us of the burden of human work, either by completely replacing information-related

human activities or by augmenting our ability to carry out these activities with less human

work—in short, by increasing our productivity.

The world has largely ignored the cause-and-effect relationship between electronic
bulldozers and productivity. Most people and companies buy new computers because the
hardware has faster processors ( more megahertz) or more memory (more megabytes or
gigabytes) , or because it is fashionable to own a new model, or because competitors have

’

bought them and “we can’t afford to fall behind. ” Imagine the absurdity of a company
buying a new bulldozer because the motor turns at a higher speed, or because it’s in vogue
to do so, or because the competition just bought that model regardless of whether the
machine can move any more earth in an hour!

Two hundred years ago, more than half of all Americans used their shovels, axes, and
later their animal-drawn plows to produce the food that fed the nation. Today, about 3
percent of the people work toward the same goal. That’s about a 20-to-1 increase in human
productivity in agriculture, since we also produce more food today for a larger population
than we did then.

The Industrial Revolution came along and turned all the displaced framers loose on the
engines, factories, transportation systems, and auxiliary professions that the Industrial Age
created. The new kid on the block, manufacturing, became the big winner and rose to the

same magical figure; by the end of the nineteenth century about half of the population in
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industrialized nations worked to produce the goods consumed by the citizenry.

Since then, the manufacturing establishments have progressively learned how to make
goods with less and less human effort. Today, only 17 percent of the workforce in the
United States is needed to manufacture all the goods that used to be made., plus many new
ones—less imports, of course—another huge productivity increase. We are naturally led to
ask, “Are we going to reach a stage where only 3 percent of the people will be able to
manufacture everything we need?” We'll get to that topic shortly in our discussion of the
prospects for a work-free society. For now, let’s simply accept that productivity increases in
manufacturing will continue.

So where have all the displaced people gone? To service jobs, which have been growing
steadily. The key point to realize, however, is that a significant and growing portion of the
service jobs, and the remaining manufacturing jobs, involve information. As we saw in the
last chapter, the information-dominant economic activity, the GNIP, is now up to about
half of the GNP in the world’s industrial economies.

That’s roughly the same portion of the workforce that was dedicated to agriculture and
to manufacturing when those waves reached their peaks. If these magic patterns hold, it
may be time for human productivity to begin its next surge, this time through electronic
bulldozers. The social patterns are there in our own lives to remind us of this progression,
too. Most of our great-grandfathers worked the land; our grandfathers shed plows for
assembly lines; our fathers and mothers moved to the office; and now, we and our children
are beginning to use the Information Marketplace on an increasingly regular basis.

Productivity will rise in the Information Age as it did in the Industrial Age and for the
same reasons it did before: the application of new tools to relieve human work. To ignore
computers’ fundamental ability to help humans do their brain work is at best perverse and at
worst irresponsible.

24. Let’s explore how the Information Marketplace might help us in the eternal quest

to get more results for less work. To do this, we will first examine a series of “faults”—

ways in which computer technology is misused today, because of either technological or

human foibles. Correcting these faults will be the first step toward increasing our

productivity. Making the Information Marketplace easier to use will be the second step.

Part [[[ Chinese-English Translation (20 %)

Directions: Translate the following passage into English and write your translation on the
ANSWER SHEET.

KT AZWERE, B RZANE WA, g4 i B lin X5 K
FHAR MBI T B ORE &R KR A EO B il r 7 202 — K By B K BH AR D
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Part [V Writing (20 %)

Directions: In this part, you are required to write a composition entitled Which Do You
Prefer . Keeping a Low Profile or a High Profile in Your Life and Work? . You should use
your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and

relevant evidence. Write at least 200 words.
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