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2 Our Family Creed

John Rockefer, Jr.

Our Family Creed
July 8, 1941

They are the principles on which my wife and I have

tried to bring up our family. They are the principles in

which my father believed and by which he governed his  _

_life. They are the principles, many of them, which I
\Eafr;;d at my mother’s knee.

They point the way to usefulness and happiness in life,
to courage and peace in death.

If they mean to you what they mean to me, they may
perhaps be helpful also to our sons for their guidance and
inspiration.

Let me state them:

I believe in the supreme worth of the individual and in
his right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

I believe that every right implies a responsibility; every

®; every possession, a duty.

opportunity, an obligation
I believe that the law was made for man and not man
for the law; that government is the servant of the people
and not their master.
I believe in the dignity of labor, whether with head or
hand; that the world owes no man a living but that it owes

FAMOUS ADDRESS
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4 Our Family Creed

every man an opportunity to make a living.
I believe that thrift is essential to well ordered living

and that economy is a prime requisite © of a sound fi-
nancial structure, whether in government, business or
personal affairs.

I believe that truth and justice are fundamental to an
@social order.

I believe in the sacredness of a promise, that a man’s
word should be as good as his @ that character—not
wealth or power or position—is of supreme worth.

I believe that the rendering of useful service is the
common duty of mankind and that only in the@@ng
fire of sacrifice is the‘@of selfishness consumed and
the greatness of the human soul set free.

I believe in an all-wise and all-loving God, named by
whatever name, and that individual’s highest fulfiliment,
greatest happiness and widest usefulness are to be found
in living in harmony with His will. _

I believe that love is the greatest thing in the world;
that it alone can overcome hate; that right can and will
triumph over @;.

These are\th_e/t)rinciples, however formulated ®, for
which all good men and women throughout the world, ir-
respective of race or creed, education, social position or
occupation, are standing, and for which many of them are

suffering and dying.
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6 Our Family Creed

These are the principles upon which alone a new world
recognizing the brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of
God can be established.
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8 Is He a Good Dad?

Is He a Good Dad?
By Joyce Brothers

When I was a child, both my parents worked. Yet our
family always had dinner together—meals full of spirited
conversation about politics and what was happening in the
world. We all participated ©, but my father made those
times special.

Once when I was about eight, we discussed President
Roosevelt’s attempt to overrule @ the“nine old men” of the
Supreme Court who had declared one of his New Deal a-
gencies unconstitutional. The President sought to“pack”
the Court with justices of his own choosing.

My parents wanted to see Roosevelt’s programs suc-
ceed, despite the questionable legality of his Court ac-
tions. But I argued that if Roosevelt was successful, he
would totally control the Supreme Court. My father lis-
tened to every word, nodding his head seriously.

A few weeks later Roosevelt’s plan failed. At dinner
that night my father opened a bottle of apple juice and
passed out champagne ® glasses. “Here’s Joycie, = he
said. “You stuck to your guns, and you were right. " I felt
like a million dollars. And the fact that 1 remember this
incident many years later illustrates the power of a father’s

encouraging word. My dad gave me a sense of

LIFE AND KNOWLEDGE
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10 Is He a Good Dad?

self-confidence that has never left me.

Traditionally a good father provided for his family and
acted as a disciplinarian ®—but he could be a pretty re-
mote character. Today many men actively share parent-
hood with their wives.

These dads consider child rearing ® as important as
their careers. One such dad said, “My father proudly
stated that he never changed a diaper ®. I am proud that
I have changed hundreds. "~

But a father is not simply a“second mother” —like
Mom, another nurturer and comforting presence. Good
fathers have a more arousing and playful relationship with
their children. Phyllis Bronstein, an associate professor of
clinical ® psychology at the University of Vermont, says
research suggests that fathers are more likely than mothers
to teach physical competence, adventurousness, new
skills and confidence in asserting ® opinions.

When it comes to doing the most important job any man
can have, how do the fathers in your life rate? Ask your-
self these questions:

Is he there? Only SO percent of American youngsters
now live in traditional nuclear families. In one startling
study, sociologists ® Frank Furstenberg and Kathleen
Mullan Harris found that 42 percent of children whose
parents were divorced or separated had not seen their fa-

thers in a year. Fewer than one child in six saw their fa-

LIFE AND KNOWLEDGE
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12 Is He a Good Dad?

thers as often as once a week.

Unfortunately divorce cant always be avoided. But a
divorced dad should find some way to be included in his
child’s life, even if he’s arguing with his ex-wife or lives
far away.

One man’s ex-wife so influenced their daughter a-
gainst him that the girl didn’t want to see him. Still, he
maintained contact with her via phone calls, letters,
gifts and other remembrances ® . In time she realized
the extent of her father’s devotion and resumed visits on
her own.

It’s not only divorced dads who have to make an extra
effort. Men who travel a lot for work, who are in the
military or who are away on long assignments need to
strengthen the bond with their children when they are
home. Research has linked father absence to a lower 1.
Q. , poor school performance, delinquency ® and prob-
lems handling aggression. Absent fathers need to tele-
phone and write frequently to keep that special connection
alive.

Does he cheer their successes? In a restaurant recently 1
saw a father reach over and hug his small son after the boy
had managed to laboriously ® sound out the pronunciation
of a gourmet ® dish on the menu. The child just beamed,
and I’'m sure his father’s love tasted better than anything
the boy ate that night.
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