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Yeaching Dlgectives

! Education

Text A Text B
Theme Bill Gate’s views on education Socrates’ attitude towards learning
education, count, e-mail, advice, sug- | €8¢l wisdom, knowledge, wise,
gestion, success, advantage, lifetime, | learned, beach, especially, prove,
company, part-time, programmer, point, chin, shoulder, strength,
Vocabulary discourage, diploma, project, spirit, struggle, free, gasp, revenge, brea-
highly, focus, software, range, attend, | the, badly
automatically, ability, subject
have / send / guide / attend
Speaking How to introduce yourself and talk about education
Grammar Nouns
Practical writing How to introduce yourself

W ; Teaching Plan

Teaching Tasks

The first class hour

Vocabulary Check (B and O)

Warm-up Discussion; study of words and expressions in Text A;

The second class hour

Discussion of Text A and the follow-up exercises (A and B)

The third class hour Comprehensive Exercises (D); Text A exercises (C)

Group Discussion; Grammar Tips; Active Words and Vocabulary
The fourth class hour

Check (A)
The fifth class hour | Discussion of Text B and the follow-up exercises

The sixth class hour

Comprehensive Exercises [Ask the students to do the translation exer-
cises outside of the class beforehand]; Practical Writing; Mini Project




; Background Information

1. Bill Gates: William (Bill) H. Gates is chairman and chief software architect of Microsoft
Corporation, the world’s largest and most profitable software company. And he is also
the richest man in the world. Gates was born in 1955, in Seattle, Washington, the son of
William H. Gates II, a Seattle attorney, and the late Mary Gates, a former teacher. Gates
attended the private Lakeside School. There, he discovered his interest in software and
began programming computers at age 13. Gates went off to Harvard University in 1973
with the original intention of becoming a math professor. It was during his Harvard days
that he and his friend developed BASIC (Beginner’s All-purpose Symbolic Instruction
Code), the programming language for the first microcomputer. Gates left Harvard in
1975 without completing his university education. He started Microsoft at the age of 19,
and made a deal that changed the landscape of computing forever.

2. Harvard: Harvard University, founded in 1636, is America’s oldest institution of higher
learning. The university was named after its first benefactor, John Harvard of Charlestown.
Since its founding, the university has grown from nine students with a single master to an
enrollment of more than 18,000 degree candidates, including undergraduates and graduate
students in 10 principal academic units. Seven presidents of the United States — John
Adams, John Quincy Adams, Theodore and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Rutherford B. Hayes,
John Fitzgerald Kennedy and George W. Bush — were graduates of Harvard. Its faculties
have produced more than 40 Nobel laureates. :

3. Socrates: Socrates was born in 469 B.C. and died in 399 B.C. He was a great Greek
philosopher whose ideas and methods have had a lasting influence on Western
philosophy, especially his concern with moral bebavior, his use of logic in his questioning,
and his examination of a subject. Socrates wrote nothing himself. It was Plato, one of his

students, who wrote down Socrates’ conversations.

e Classyoom Aetivities

Warm-up Discussion

Question 1: Do you know anything about Bill Gates such as his life and his educational
background?
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Pre-class: Have the students do some research work about Bill Gates.

In-class: Have the students present what they have learned from their research in class.

Hint:

1) birthday and birthplace: October 28, 1955; Seattle, Washington

2) educational background: public elementary school — private school — Harvard University
in 1973-1975 (education not completed)

3) career: chairman and chief software architect of Microsoft, the world’s largest and most
profitable software company

4) main events in his life: v

a. beginning programming computers at age 13;

b. developing a version of the programming language BASIC for the first microcomputer
in Harvard;

c. founding Microsoft Corporation in 1975 at the age of 19

5) jokes about Bill Gates:

a. One day, a messenger from hell went to Bill Gates and said, “I have two messages for
you. One is good and the other is bad. Which do you want to hear first?” Gates thought
for a while and answered, “I want to hear the good message first.” The messenger said,
“The good message is that every computer in hell uses Windows.” “Oh, that’s great!
And how about the bad message?” “The bad message is that something is wrong with
Windows. Would you come down with me to fix it?”

b. A guy was in a bar at the Seattle Airport. He was waiting for an important business client
that he wanted to impress. He looked around the room and to his great surprise, he saw
Bill Gates sitting by the window. He went over to him and said, “Excuse me, Mr. Gates,
I’m a huge fan of yours. I wonder if you could do me a favor?”

Bill Gates said, “Maybe. What do you want me to do?”

The man replied, “In a few minutes, a very important client of mine will arrive. When
she arrives, could you walk over to us and say hello to me? My name is George. If she
thinks that you and I are good friends she’ll be really impressed.”

Bill Gates said, “Weli, OK.”

Five minutes later the client arrived and sat down beside the man. They chatted for a
few minutes. Then, Bill Gates walked over, tapped the man on the shoulder, and said in
a loud voice, “Hey, George. It’s good to see you. How are you doing?”

The man looked at Bill Gates and in an angry voice said, “Listen, Gates, can’t you see
I’'m busy? I’m talking to an important customer. Get out of here.”

Question 2: Why do you think education is important for you?

Hint: Education is important for everyone: 1) it helps to develop sound personalities; 2) it
helps to cultivate positive attitudes toward life; 3) it provides students with a variety of
useful knowledge and skills for their future career; 4) it exposes students to different




cultures and enables them to know the world better.

Group Discussion

Step 1: Divide the class into groups of four to five students.

Step 2: Give them the following topic for discussion.

Step 3: Ask each group to choose a representative who is then to make a presentation on the

basis of their discussion.

The topic for discussion is:

Hint:

Does a higher academic degree mean a more prosperous career in China? Why?

If the answer is yes, then the reasons can be: 1) The Chinese tend to believe that people
with higher academic degrees are usually in a better position to get good jobs; 2) A
learned person is more adaptable to the changing world; 3) People with higher academic
degrees are more open to new things and more prepared to improve themselves.

If the answer is no, then the reasons can be: 1) Experience and abilities are more valued
by companies and to them academic degrees do not mean much; 2) In China interper-
sonal relationships play an even more important role in job-hunting than academic
degrees; 3) Good education only ensures a promising starting point in one’s career but
not necessarily a prosperous future.

Mini Project — A Cartoon of Yourself

Step 1:

Ask each student to draw a cartoon of himself / herself on a cardboard and finish the
practical writing task before coming to class.

Step 2: Divide the students into groups of four to five.

Step 3:" Have each student share with the other group members his / her cartoon and introduce

Step 4:
Step 5:

himself / herself.

Have each group vote for the best cartoon and self-introduction as their representative.

Have the chosen student from each group present his / her cartoon and self-introduc-
tion to the whole class.

Text Study

Voca
1. education /edju(:)keifon/ n. HE
e.g. Children in poor areas receive free education. # B[ 6935 F4% & 45 .

bulary



educate v. HE; H=F

educated adj. ZHEH

e.g. awell-educated man — (L Z T RFHFTHA
educator n. FEFR, LEH

. count /kaunt/ v. JRFY, &SI

e.g. (1) Every second counts. #—# 4R EE,
(2) What counts more is whether you have tried your best. £ % £ 248 F XA
RAdmA.
(3) to count from 1to 100 M—#%|—%
(4) Count these apples. #F & — FiX&EF R,

. e-mail /'i‘metll/ n. ETFHME v. KHEFERG

e.g. (1) Icheck my e-mail every day. & X ARE 7 & F sk,
(2) I'm sorry for e-mailing you back so late. FR¥F& &iX 4 8,4 L1k &) &, F o
#.

. advice fod'vais/ n. B4, &Y

e.g. a piece of advice —&&iX
advise vr. B4, EiY
e.g. (1) She advised that I (should) wear my best suit. #EiX &K F LR RIF6HE.

(2) Iwas advised not to go there alone at night. A A &KW _ELRE—~NAEAR
2.

. suggestion /sa'dzestfan/ n. B, #il

Phrase: at / on sb.’s suggestion #RBHEF AKIEIN

e.g. At/ On her suggestion we went to Beijing by train. &A1 A6y ALK £ £
T,

make / offer a suggestion i, &l

e.g. We will listen to anyone who makes / offers suggestions for the theme of the party.
X THRAGIHEMNBSTRRKEHEL.

suggest vt. N

e.g. (1) I'dlike to suggest something else. &K A HALay3iL,
(2) Isuggest we (should) have a rest. HKENHKATKE—2.

. success /sok'ses/ n. I, MR
e.g. Failure is the mother of success. % & 77 &3 Z &,

succeed vi. BII; FEMR
e.g. (1) He succeeded in the examination. i it T # X,

(2) He succeeded in making his dreams come true. #.a2h3bEH T 4.
successful adj. FLINH)
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10.

11.

12.

successive adj. IEEW, LR
e.g. three successive days #4495 = X

. advantage /ad'vamntidz/ n. BRI, F4b; RA, HE

e.g. (1) Mary speaks good English. Her advantage is that her mother is an English. 3%
FIEHATET. St A5 R IR EE A,

(2) This product has many advantages. X = dofht. 54k % .

advantageous adj. BAF|H, B H; A

e.g. It is highly advantageous to us. X *F £ MR A A #|.

Phrase: take advantage of fREFHUERT; FIF

e.g. take advantage of all educational opportunities #)f — 41 F HL&

Antonym: disadvantage n. AF; AF|FM:

e.g. His bad health is a great disadvantage to him when he looks for work. #f# B K .
g, Zafpbdk TAERARA,

. lifetime /'larftaim/ n. —4, &4

e.g. (1) alifetime guarantee 4% 1%
(2) lifetime membership 4% 4 R £4#%
(3) In my father’s lifetime there have been many changes in the village. f£# 3 %
—AF, IAHELETHS KL, '

company /'’kampant/ n. /AH]
e.g. company limited (Co., Ltd.) # &2 3)

part-time /'paittaim/ adj.& adv. FERR) ()
e.g. (1) apart-time job FIRT4E

(2) He works part-time. 3R,
full-time adj. 2HRAY
e.g. afull-time housewife 2 BR# K E =4

programmer /'praugrema(r)/ n. B, wiER
program vt. ZEIFEF (FFME: programme)

e.g. Please program the computer to do the job instead of doing it manually. ##% %5 %
Fl—AEA, ARARBEF T RAERTIRA L4,

discourage /dis'’karidz/ ve. AZEHL; iR, FLEEL
e.g. His parents discouraged him from joining the air force. 49 38 5 4 & Ao
zE.
discouraged adj. WS, KEFLH
discouraging adj. fEAMSE, FAKZELH
e.g. (1) If you meet with difficulty in your study, don’t be discouraged. =% 1R%¥ 3] &
BEM 2B, RERS,



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

oW 6 .
@ ot
o W

(2) It is discouraging that I didn’t know how to solve the maths problem. #& F4r
Wl TR X M FM, ARk,
Antonym: encourage vt. il
e.g. I encouraged her to work hard and to try to pass the examinations. X 3 Bh# /8 2,
A EBE A K,
courage n. BE, BX
e.g. David showed great courage when he saved the child from the burning house. X T

RN BTFTAAERKGETERER, BFT ARG T A,

diploma /di'plauma/ n. 3CFE, HMViFH

e.g. acollege diploma X% X%

diplomatic adj. #M3ZHI, MESAZHY

e.g. Julia joined the diplomatic service after her graduation from university. % 774k X %
HERBHESPRIITIHAT .

project /'prodzekt/ n. MWiH, HE
e.g. (1) animpossible project T & 3 #6443t %]
(2) The professor is directing a research project. AR{L44I% E /£ A F+—ANFH5F
HA.
Synonym: plan

spirit /'spirit/ n. ¥EH
e.g. (1) aman of spirit #AP48i% &4 A
(2) team spirit Hj FAAEAE
(3) fighting spirit &
Phrase: in good / high / great spirits gL, B3¢, MBIT
e.g. She is in good / high / great spirits these days because her son is returning from
England. #XE XX ZH KA, BAHARNUTFENEERDLRT.
in low / poor spirits ZRIHETT, TLE\R, MR FK
e.g. Do you know what happened to him? He seems to be in low / poor spirits. 4f:4ril
WA A F DT AR RN N RRA,

highly /‘hail/ adv. BEEEHE; JEH
e.g. (1) ahighly interesting story — 0| 4E % A ARG F
(2) ahighly paid job —4# KK F 84 T4
Phrase: speak / think highly of #4%, Xt----- BT IREVEM
e.g. The leader speaks / thinks highly of our work. 4%-92f £A184 THERHE 5.,

focus /'foukas/ v. (fif) & ; () B
e.g. (1) to focus (one’s mind) on work & ¥ #5 5 F L4k
(2) All eyes (were) focused on the speaker. X Ké9E AAREP AL TAL L.



18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

24,

focus n. (MEIEBHFER) i, B
e.g. Because of his strange clothes, he immediately became the focus of attention when

he entered the office. 81 FIRE T4, —A#PATERT AREZH TS,

software /'softwea(r)/ n. {4
hardware n. {4
range /remdz/ n. JLH
e.g. (1) within the possible range £ T 484478 B A
(2) You have a wide range of choices. 1R#H & % k4%,
vi. TEREFEENZE
e.g. (1) The temperature ranges from 10 to 20 degrees. ZiR/E 10 K| 20 BZ M &
1.
(2) The students’ ages range between 15 and 18. F 4 #9584 15 $5] 18 ¥
Z g,
attend /o'tend/ v. &hm; HE
e.g. (1) attend school L%
(2) attend a lecture 7
(3) attend church 2 (&%) AL
attendance n. HfE; Fig

automatically /otta'maetikly adv. HEIHL

e.g. The machine operates automatically. L2 g Zh#4k.

automatic adj. B3R

e.g. We have an automatic washing machine. &AH —4& B 3k RAM.

ability /o'bilit/ n. &S, A<4H

e.g. aman of ability A RAFHA

able adj. HEEIW, AATH

e.g. She is getting old but is still able to do the job. & KFFi#1 35, {2473 L BALX 4
T4,

Antonym: inability n. JTCHE, TN

. hundreds of IFJLH, F4FEE

e.g. Hundreds of journalists attended the press conference. & %it4 /% Tie 448
Ha.
drop out of 1B%, A%&Y5, BH
e.g. (1) He dropped out of school at the age of 10 because his family was too poor to
afford the tuition. A K LR, MR FH, o+ FhBF7T.



25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

(2) She decided to drop out of the competition because it was not fair. B % Hu R
nF, dukEiRE.
a number of FHT
e.g. A number of students didn’t want to have a spring outing. AR F A
ask for jla), FRK
e.g. (1) If you ask for my advice, that color doesn’t suit you. H=RiRFKHEL, K
AT AR B & R E LR,
(2) May I ask for the telephone number of the Grand Hotel? £ 4% ] —F K48 /&
4 4,35 5 AL 7

chance of a lifetime FEMEZEMBIL, —EPHE—NIES
e.g. It’s the chance of a lifetime. You will regret it the rest of your life if you don’t take it.

B RN HEEONE, hETTLEH 2T,

try out iR¥, FHI
e.g. (1) She bought a cookbook and tried out a few new recipes. #% T KX 44,
KEMT LEHE.
(2) We tried out the project within a small range at first. RjF 44 &EA1E B A
xt 7 KT T R

inshort BB, BZ
e.g. In short, you should study hard for a better future. %% 2, B EEHF T,
F— Ay ETAE.

Synonym: in brief / to sum up / all in all / in conclusion

Language Points
1.

They want to know what to study, or whether it’s OK to drop out of college since

that’s what I did: They want to know what they should study or whether it is fine for

them to leave college without completing the education since I did it myself.

what to study: This is a wh-word + infinitive structure used as the object, which can be

changed into an object clause. Wh-word + infinitive structure can be used as a subject, an

object, or an appositive, etc., functioning as a subject clause (F1&MH]), an object clause

(&M A]) or an appositive clause ({715 M H]) , for example:

1) How to improve their English is often discussed among the students. = How they can
improve their English is often discussed among the students.

2) We haven’t decided when to visit the place. = We haven’t decided when we shall visit
the place.

3) You haven’t answered my question about where to get these books. = You haven’t



