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 PREFACE

This Httle volume forms the first attempt that has
been made to furuish Oriental students with a textbook
of spoken English. The oral language of the Anglo-
Saxon peoples as a rule never finde its way into print,
Dialogues, novels, and other forms of conversational
literature are mostly in a language artificial in the
extreme. For reasons of interest and entertainment
such books constantly indulge in forms of speech that
would never naturally find a place in practical every-
day life; and for purposes of acquiring fluency in conver- .
sation the Criental student does little better than waste
his time in studying or momorizing them.

Jor help in attaining fluency in conversation the
Oriental student is absolutely dependent’ upon a teacher
to whom English is a mother tongue. Buf the few
hours ‘s week that in most schools the student is per-
mitted to spend with the foreign teacher are quite
inadequate to reaching s commend of colloquial speech,
especially as a considerable portion of the time must be
devoted to oomposmon and study of literature. Hence
tho demand -for such a book as this, which aims to
supplemont the work of the Fnglish teacher with an
array of conversational forms as nearly natural and life-
like us is ‘possible in the printed page.

It may be of interest to students and teachers to be
reminded that this little work is based on the latest
methods of linguistic instruction as praoticed in the best
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iv PREFACE

language schools abroad. The same form has been used
in Europe and America for many years with results so
satisfactory as to give it extensive circulation: “The
“Echo” is designed to supply the student with a compre-
hensive vocabulary of words and expressions in. common
uge among the English-speaking people, and to aid him
in obtaining command of the idioms .of the language;
in- ghort, it sims to furnish material for intelligent,
correct and wvaried expression in the language @s spoken
everywhere English is known. No grammar will enabie
the learner to, master the English heard in business, ou
travel, at.a. hotel, in the chit-chat of seciety, ox in the
comunon: gonversation of every-day life.

‘The method adopted io. ‘"The Lnglish Eohe” is unuke
that -developed in books on. conversation.. It teackes the
student, not to translate his, thoughts, but to think in
the language which he.is to speak. He is carried, as it
were, into the very midst of the scenes of actual life, and
is taught to sustain his share in the interchange of social
talk. At-the same time- he learns much of the manners
and customs of the country whose language he is seeking
to master, and is thus not only enlarging his familiarity
with the language, but with the people themselves. As
to the most advantageous use of the book, there is noth-
ing better than the old motto: Gutta cavst lapidem now vi
sed saepe cadendo (“The drop hellows the stone, not by
force, but by. the frequency of its fall”’).

" To those who may.wish te have the various speaker
represented in the dialogues more clearly designated, the
author can only reply that #* student will make more
solid progress by being thus left to distinguish the
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PREFACE v

speakers for himself. If he fails to understand when
one party to the dialogue stops speaking and the other
begins, he must take it as proof that he has not yet
mastered the language. In fact, this is an important
feature of the author’s method in assisting the student
toward a mastery of spoken English; and the same
principle has been adopted by the great language teachers
abroad. who follow the same method. It is also an
assistance to the teacher in ascertaining how far the
student has advanoed, or is advancing, in the language;
for when a student, for example, asks and answers his
own question, thus taking the part of both parties to the
dialogue, the teacher may be quite sure the student does
not understand what ke is saying.
J. InoraM Bryax.
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THE ENGLISH ECHO
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How de you dot ot 3o

Good afternoon. ' _

Please come in. -Take this' sopt. It e long iime
since I've seen vou. e :

Yea, I have been very busy Intely. I'm afraid I've
been very rémiss in not ecalling’ vpon my friends.

It is some time vince ¥ have been'ab%: to call upon
you; but I alec have been much ocoupied of late.
How have you been since I saw you last?

Very well, thank you.  And you? :

T've heen & bit under the v-eather for the last fow
days. . i

Oh, I'm sorry to hear thet. Ihcpe you are gotling
all right again. £ 0T

Yes, thank you; I'm about over it now. "But I find
this changeable weather rather trying. _ :

Yes, it is. I want to thank you for the nice presout
you ser’. me from Hangchow. :

Ok, thai was nothing. Tm glad you liked it; T hope
you will find it wseful. :

¥ was va! *ind of you to think of me'in that way.

s a mere trific. I thought you would like s
souvenir from the beariiful West Lake.

How long were you thers?

I stayed only three days.

What kind of weather did you bave?

Real Noyember weather: sherp, bright snd no rain

Were there many visitors there} =~

Yes, quite a nomber. VLI

Did you go alonet - '~
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THE ENGLISH ECHO

No, I went with a friend, who had never been thera.

Indeed! Then it would be a pleasant surprise for
him.

May Ioffer you a cup of tea? -

Thanks. You should not havé troubled” to order
tea for me.

I ueually have a cup myself in the afternoon. Do
you take sugar and cream?

Yeas, please; but only one lump of sugar.

. Help yourself to cake. Perhaps you prefor bread

and butter?
No, thank you. This cake looks delicious. »
Have another cup of tea.
Not any more, thank you. Well, I think I muss be
going now.

Don’t burry. It’s early yet.

I am obliged to leave now, as I have an engagement
at five o'clock. Give my kind v8girds to your
father, please. s :

Thank you. e wili hip sorry to have missed your
call. Drop in again 500n.

B. Thanks, I'li try to do so. (Good-bya.
A. Good-byel I am glad you called.

. #
Boy Good meorning, sir!

Mg. Browx. Good morning, my boy. s Mr. Davie int

Boy.

Yes, he’s in the iuside office writing &
letter. I'i tell him you have come.

Mzr. Browns. Oh, don’t disturb him. He’ll be through

o 4 v
in 8 moment, X suppose.

Bor. 8it down, please. T’Ll tell him.
Me. Beown. May I trouble you ior a dripk of cold

water?! I feel rather thirsty.

Bov. Certainly, sir. It's very hot to-day, ien’t

it? I will ring for some water. Jobhm,
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oth  Saesd o fetcna)’zz of ‘ﬁ;g,sh;wgter, and & glass.
e oliThe glass on the tragthere will do.
Mg, Browy. Oh, thank you. That water t&stes good.
It’s very réfreshing.

- . . . - . K] -

- VM=, Davis ;. Oh, good morning, Mr. Brown. I'm sorry
| ' to have kept you waiting.
- Mr. Browr. Not at all. I'm glad to have a moment’s
“'regt. How are you this morning? Ah,
. that’s good. Very hot, isn't it?
Mr. Davis.  Yes, fearfully hot. Did you walk?
" Mz. Brown. Yes, and I feel quite tived out. I walked
e wee  quite a long distance, and the sun has
given me a slight headache. I did not
take much breakfast: only a glass of
milk and a hit of tGdst, which was
hardly enough.
M. Davie.  No: of course it wasn’s. Wor't you stly
: #nd take lunch with wust If you are
T ~willing to take pot'hck, we. shail be
: - mmnglad to have you. '
Mr. Bgowr. Thank you. Perhaps I had better do so,
as it will be late before 1 get back.
What time ig it? Oh, it's already half
g past twelve. What time do you hunch?
Mz. Davis. We always lunch about one o’clock. - The
house, as you know, is only a few
minutes awsy. We shall be off in a
moment. . . . Mother, I've brought Mz,
Brown home %o lnnsh.

- . “«@ e . . . ° . o . . L] . . .

. Mgs. Davis. Oh, did you? I'm sure we are dilighted
Sl . to have Yim. How do you do, Mr.
sl ~ Brownt It's some time since we have

VAR G i
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Mk Brownw.

Mnse Davis.

Mﬁ. Browr,

Mzus Davis.

-

iin. Browx,

Mzs. Davis.
Mu. Brown.
Mgs, Davis.

Me. BRowx.

Mzs. Davis: -

THE ENGLISH ECHO

v
seep you. How have you been?t Are

Mis. Brown and the family well?

Yes, thankeyou, quite well. 1'hope you
are all well.

Very well, thank you. OCne of the chil-
dren had a cold, but has got quite over

it. ‘The lunch bell hes just rung so

we had better go in. Comse“along, Mr.

Brown. Wlll you kindly take thig seat? . .

1t’s rather Sppressive here. Mary, open
the window a little more, please. Do,
you take soup, Mr, Brown? We ta.ke it’

Yeoid in hot weather, ;

&8, thank you.' I am very fond of SQup.
One is %pt o take too much wa.tecz: in
the hot weather.

Mxy I help you to a little cold tongue?
Help yourself to vegetables, please. Do
you care for cateup with tongue?

Yes, thanks, This tongue is delicicus.
You must have had it on ice, Wt

Will you have some s0da_water, Mr.
Brown! 7l =

¥os, thank you. Mrs. Dswis, this puddmg
i8 very good.

Oh, I'm so giad you like it. Cur cook is

very good at “uddmga and dfsserts.

Do you care for fruit? There are
apples, ocranges, nuts and raisins.
- Please help yourself to whatever you

prefer.

This fruit is very good. A juicy apple

goes well on a hot day.  The fruit this
year is better than last, don’s you
. think? -
Yes, I think so. Perzonally, in hot
weather I’ préfer-‘acid fruits, like
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strawberries, gooscberries, or apricots.
Bometimes I go in for peaches and
plums too. How about a little chuese,
Mr. Brown?
Me. BrowN. No, thank-you. I will just have this cup
. of black coffee.
Mgrs. Davis.  Won't you be helped to something more?
 _ Have another cup of coffes? :
Mr. Brown. Not any more, thank yopu. %t
Mzs. Davis.  Mary, the front door-bell is ringing.” Go
and see who it is! i .
~ Well, let us go into the drawing-room.’.
Mr. Brown, you smoke, do you not?
My husband smokes. Perhaps you and
be would like to have a pipe together
in the study?

1. Pm glad you dropped in.  Take this cheir. HoW™
have been since I saw yout You don’t look well

to-dsy. ‘Are you ilif No¢T'm ali nil::, thank you; but
W,

I have & toothache, and you know what that is. Yes, &
toothache is a horrid thing. Can’"you do something
for it! Have you been to the dértist! Yes, but it’s an
old holiow tooth that has been bothering mg for s 1
time. Tue dentist thinks it's too far goné to fill an
wants me to have it crowned. ;, You had better have
it done, had you not? If you néglect it, you may lose it
altogether. ¥es, T must attend to Jt right away. K
gave me no pesce last night. It throbbed with all
night.!p%kepmnexttoitwhedingdpiﬁy. i ¢

some spifits of cdmphor on the gim, but it g.ve me
no rellef.vejiet . - ' :

. % . And yog?how have you been?: I have not seen
much of you lately. Oh, I have been pretty well, except
for a nlsty iccld. . Still, that’s nothing to having the
toothache... Ab; I'm. sorry. to hear that. How did you

B T
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geb the cold? I-hardly know.- gﬁe@awme 80 mvsten-[

ously sometimes.; hwant to a-condepbhe other evening,
a.ndsm in. q,dmughh ore o windowj which brought on
a shgi.t ehill; so I suppose that was how I got the
wld. . Yes, thay isithe quickest way 40 catel vold. 1
s not very eSthitive todraughts mayself, but I know
they are da'}guous, and I always avoid sitting near an
open Goor or window. = Arve: you taking anything for
your ooid? Yes. 1 went to the doetor and got a prg-
serigtion; which r@hcved me somewhai, but I-don't iike
dosing iayself very much. What is the best thing for
a cold? Qum;ne is good if taken in time; but ¥#’s no use

after the cold is under way It must be taken at the

wry begning.  Yes, I have always tndetstood thab
quinine is goUd What is the dose? The adilt dose is
about four griins, I think., Ji I feel a cold coming on,
I usually take that amount and it sets me up ail ’ugim
After & cold has got into the system, &he best way is
9 lic ap and keep warm. My father hal heen a bit
under the weather lately too. Ah, that’s too e
he getting better? ¥es, thanks, ho's on the ménd now.
Colds are very prévilént this time of year. It is always
80 at a chenge of sfaspn, isn’t it? Yes quite so. ¥ met
our friend Smith the other day; and he was feeling a bit

e,—not from a cold, however, but on account of s
disappointm®ént in business. Poor Smith has been some-
what unlucky of late, bu* I guess he’ll get over it.

3. Oh, it looks like a'shower, doesn’t it? Yes, some-
what. I bope it will keep off half an hour or so, for T've
forgotten to bring an umbrella. The clouds look rather
threatening, don’ they? May I txouble yop_to lend
me an umbrella? - Certainly, you may have mine with
pleasure. Can you let me have it again this 8vening, as
1 have an engagement at eight?  Yes, I will see that it is
veturned as soon as.1 get howe. You have no rubbers,
either. No, I'seldom wear them. T depend on my good
thick-soled boots. - That is the English custom, isn’t it?

e R
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Americang always wear, rubbers in wei weather. It is
nob good. to get the feet damp, especially if one has a
cold. - No, I know it isn’t but perhaps it won’t rain
after afl, I'll hurry along and try to get home before
the ghower ooyaes on. If the rain holds off, I'll drop in
and see the doctor on my way back. T feel a little
feverish and my tongue is coated. Ab, let me feel your
pulse. It is a bit fast, but quite regular. Let me see
your tongue. Put it ent well. Yes, it is a bit farred.
You had better sce the doctor. You need some medicine,
1 think.

4. Well, I have just got back. I've been to the doe-
tor’s about my cold. He says there is nothing serious,
but I must lie up for a few days. He gave me some
powders to break i up. 1 have to take one at night
and another in the morning. Dear me, I don’t like
taking powder. They always stick to my tongue so. I
never put a powder on my tongue. I always put itina
glass of water and drink it. Ifit is 3 powder that floats.
Tamix it with some jam and take it. It 18 bettes, how-
ever, to have one’s powders put up in capsules. The
powders will fix you up all right. . ‘At least 1 hope so.
Have you had Iancht No, but T'm not at all hungry.

This cold has taken it out of me a good desl, and I have -

Little or no appetite. Bub you kuow the old saying
Feed a cold and starve a fever. You had better have

gomething to eat. What would you liks for supper?

How shout a cheese souifle, or would you prefer scram-
bled eggs? No, thachks, T don’t fancy anything. A
lightly boiled egg won't hurt you. No, thank you I
think not. Perhaps I will have v glase of hot milk before
going to bed. Very well; 1 will leave orders with the

Iv.

1. There’s s ring at the door-bell, Jane. Ge snd see
,who is there. It's Mr. Jchnson, ma'am. Oh, how do
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you do, Mr. Jobnson? How are you, Mrs. Taylor? I
bope I find you well. = Nicely, thank you; and you? Oh,
I sm always fit. Be seated, won’t you! Thanks. How
are all with you? We are all pretty weil, exeept my
-mister. Sie has had one of her old attacks of theumatism
_end has been laid up for a few days. I sm sorry to hes»
shat. . How did she bring on the attack? She took s
iittle cold on the irain the other day, and her bones
have beem aching ever since. i seems soething like
influenza, but she has been sub]eot to theumetic paing

for » long time, and I think the cold has moads her

chougatismm worse. A& cold is slways difficnlt to shabe
oif. She's delicate, you kuow, end does mot stirad the
weather oo well as stronger peoplo.  Yea, tuat’s so. 1
hope she will soon be around again, ‘Thanke, I hope e
. Have you heard from your brother lateiy? Mo, not for
gx months or more. He was guite woll when he laat
wrote, and, getting on splendidly. Does he néver speak
o coming home? No, he secms two busy to think of
ihat. Well, { s glad to hear good naws of him. Plesse
rementher we to him when you writs. Certainly; he will
be glad to fmow his old friends are weoll.

2. Willie, tell Srank that Mr. Johuson is here. Frank
il be down directly. f he is engaged, pleaso do not
Gouble him. I cau see him again. He is upstairs
ebsving, 1 think. Probably he’ll mot be through for
somé timwe yeb. I think 1 wiil ot waib for him now. I
don’t want to see him about auything in particular.
Yiesse tell him T shall hope to meet him 2t the club at
twelve noon. Oh, must you go! Do ncé hurry, there’s
iote of time, Thaink you, I must harry away as I have
a few little things to do before lunch, Remember me
kindly to your mother, and tell her I hope to vall upon
her soon. It seems an age since I have seen her. Yes!
shs will be glad to have a call from you at any time.

Though she is old now, she is usually very well and al-
ways happy to see her friends. ; Let me see: how old is
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she now?! B8he will be eighty lier next birthday. That
is & good old age. Yes; but. her mother lived to be
ninety-seven. = Our family are all long-lived. My father
19 nearly one hundred. He is abont \wenty years older
than my mother, you know. Yes, I know he has
reached a great age. It’s nice to be so old, if one can
be strong enough to enjoy life. Well, T must be off
now; 8o I will bid you gocd morning Good morning
1 will give yonr message to Frank. Thauks, good
. morning.

8. Hello, Jobmacn! Well, Frank, is that you! 1
thought you'd probably be waiting. Have 2 cigar
Thanks; & good Hsvana too! Voun sre a trum: |
know you like & good ciger. Aren’t you going to smolke
yourself? No, thanks, T've just been smoidng. 1 smoke’
too much, I fear, but I'm awfully fond of the wead,
especially if it’s first class. Too much of it is not zood
for one, however. You are o heavy smoke too, Frank,
are you not?! Yes, I smoke o good many cigass a day.
Aren’t you afraid of getting the tubaceo heart? No. 1
have wot felt any ill effects yet. Niectine is herder on
the pocket than on the heart. Yes, the price is going
up, isn’t it? That's the high duty, I swivese. Have a
light! Those matches seem damp; they don’t strike
well. * Yes, they may be a little damp. I had ther in
my rain-coat pocket yesterdsy. Say, your tie has come
undone. Can you fix it without a glass? Oh, thanks.
I will do it wp in a moment. And my shoslace has
beceme untied, I see. I must tie it again. It always
makes one dizgy to stoop. It is a fush of blood to the
bead, I suppose. -

4. Well, where chall we go? It's time we were off
Yes, let us be off. I don’t went this dog to follow us!
Boy, watoh that dog and don’t let him come with us
Hurry and shut the gate. Oh, dear me, the dog has gu:
out. Boy, try and get him back again! Tie hime up tiit
we are“out of the way. Where did you say vou wouls
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