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AL —
% English Translation

Wu Song Fighting with Tiger

Lesson One

Wu Song was one of the 108 heroes in Liangshan. One day, he went back home and passed a public
house at the foot of a mountain. He walked a long way, felt tired and thirsty. So he went into the house
and ordered drinks. He drank three bowls of alcoholic drink and wanted more. But the waiter refused to
serve him.Wu Song asked him why and the waiter said: “Because the drink you had is named Three
Bowls and No Pass, which means that those who have three bowls of it would become too drunk to go on
with their journey.” Wu Song laughed at his words and said: “ That's because you don't know me. I can
drink a lot and would never drunk.” The waiter told him: “the mountain ahead is Jingyang Ridge and a
tiger there has already devoured several people. You have had three bowls of drink and it is impossible for
you to go beyond that ridge.” Wu Song didn’t listen to him and forced the waiter to bring him more drinks.
Finally, he drank eighteen bowls of alcoholic drink, then took his stick and headed toward the ridge in spite
of the warning of the waiter.

At the foot of the ridge, he saw an official announcement and realized that what the waiter told him
was true. But he thought: I had a stick and why should I be afraid of a tiger. He didn’t stop and it was not
until sunset did he feel hot and dizzy. It turned out that he actually drank too much. Seeing a large boulder
right for lying and rest, he put his stick against it, crawled onto it and fell into sleep.

All of a sudden, a strong wind blew Wu Song awake just in time to see a tiger rushing at him out of the
forest. “Ah-yah,” Wu Song shouted and jumped down from the boulder immediately. The tiger frightened
him out of the remaining hangover. The tiger opened two eges wide, and attacked at him directly. Wu
Song dodged it by going around to its back. The tiger failed, and then continued attacking twice but both
in vain. The frustrating tiger was so angry that it gave out a roar as loud as thunder while at the same time
raised its tail high and swept at Wu Song. Wu Song dodged again and avoided the tail. This time, he didn’t
wait for the tiger to turn around, grabbed his stick and struck at the tiger with full strength. Unfortunately,
the stick hit a tree and broke into two pieces. The tiger turned around and rushed at Wu Song again. Wu
Song jumped backward and the tiger landed just in front of him. Wu Song threw away the broken stick,
stepped forward and grabbed the tiger by its head, pushed it down to the ground with all his strength.

Under the tight grip, the tiger could not move and scratched at the ground with both front paws,
digging one deep hole underneath. Wu Song dared not release it and pushed its head tightly against the
ground, while kicking hard at its head. Finally, the tiger ran out of strength and Wu Song raised right fist
like a hammer and struck its head for several dozen times until the tiger gradually became motionless.

The story of Wu Song fighting with and killed a tiger barehanded quickly spread out and people
rushed out to have a look at the hero killing the tiger. The local official awarded him with cash and he gave
all the money to the hunters who had a hard time when the tiger ran wild in the mountain. Since then, he

became more popular than ever and gained respect among ordinary people.

(Excerpted and Abbreviated from Outlaws of the Marsh)
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