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Editorss Note

1. This is a textbook in modern Chinese literature pro-
vided for students coming to China to pursue refresher
or postgraduate courses, for overseas students taking
correspondence courses, and for college students study-
ing modern Chinese literature abroad It also serves as
a reference reader for self-taught students at home and
abroad

2. The book contains selections written during the period
from the “May 4th? literary revolution to the founding
of the People’s Republic of China, Writings after that
period belong to contemporary Chinese literature

3. The book is not meant to, and cannot, reflect the whole
aspect of the historical development and achievements
of modern Chinese literature, Its aim is to enable stu-
dents, through the study of the literary works included
in the book, to have a basic understanding of modern
Chinese literature regarding both its form and content,
its ideology and art, so as to lay a foundation for fur-
ther studies .

4. The book contains one hundred and thirteen pieces (inclu-
ding a variety of forms) by seventy-five authors (incly-
ding those from the Chinese mainland, from Taiwan, and
those who have long stayed abroad), All the selections
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are what we consider fine or relatively fine literary crea-
tions. In making the choice we take into consideration
what can best reflect the features of the different forms,
schools, and styles of modsrn Chinese literature, and the
tastes of foreign students as well,

. The book is divided into four parts, the first part con-
tains fiction; the second, poetry; the third, essays; the
fourth, plays, The selections are arranged in the chron-
ological order of their appearance, Authors who have
more than one piece included in the book are arranged
with reference to their first pieces,

. As the selections are large in numbszr and differ in de-
grees of difficulty, and as different schools have differ-
ent teaching requirements, and as students’ levels are
also not the same, instructors may use according to spe-
cific conditions part of the book, leaving the rest as
coaching materials or as reference readings,

. A brief introduction to the author of each piece is append-
ed, consisting of life, literary activites, characteristics
of writing, and achievements,

. Only excerpts from novels and multi-act plays are in-
cluded in the book to save space, each with the gist of
the story attached,

. The book contains notes on difficult words, expressions,
and sentences in the selections, Considering the specific
conditions of foreign students, we have as best as we
could made explanatory notes on Chinese local customs
and human relations, cultural relics and traditions, idioms
and allusions, dialects, names of places, seasons and so-
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10.

lar terms for seasonal changes. Notes are also made on
words that have different connotations which may con-
fuse the readers, Notes may overlap for convenience of
ready reference,

Characters in the selections that are already simplified
are given in their simplified forms, To reduce the diffi-
culties foreign students and overseas Chinese accustomed
to the original complex forms of Chinese characters may
meet with, a list of both forms is attached at the end of
the book for reference,
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