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Lesson 1
Rashid’ s School at Okhla

Background

1. Delhi, Agra, and Okhla:

Delhi is the third largest city of India. It has been the site of
several dynastic seats in Ancient India. It became the capital of colo-
nial India in 1912 and was succeeded in 1931 by the adjacent city of
New Delhi, 4.8 km. to its south. Delhi today is a hub of commerce
and communication in North India With a rich cultural life. The res-
idence of the President is here.

Agra is the city of the world-famous Taj Mahal, the beautiful
tomb built by a Mogul emperor for his favourite wife in the 17th
century. The Agra road was, and still is, one of the main highways
in India. It is much travelled by those who go to see this architec-
tural wonder. '

Okhla is a village somewhere between Delhi and Agra.

2. The Congress Party:

The Congress Party, formed in 18835, is officially called the In-
dian National Congress. In the 1920s and 1930s, Mohandas Gandhi
(honorably called Mahatma Gandhi) transformed the Congress into
a mass movement of non-violent non-cooperation. When the Go-
vernment of India Act of 1935, conceding a measure of provincial
autonomy, went into effect, Congress governments were [ormed in
six of the eleven provinces. When Britain declared war on Germany
in 1939, the Congress refused to support the war before India got its
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full independence. In 1942, the Congress organized and led the fa-
mous non-violent mass movement that demanded Britain to “quit In-
dia”. This resulted in the independence of India in 1947. Since then
it has been the party in power for most of the time.

Overview

Rashid’ s School at Okhla, an excerpt from the author’s first
book Home to India, records her visit with her aunt Kitty to a vil-
lage school at Okhla in 1939. That was the time when the Congress
Party was carrying on a vast educational program quietly and pa-
tiently, hoping to bring political consciousness through education to
the people of India for independence and prepare them to assume the
responsibilities of citizenship in an independent India. Rashid® s
school is one small but significant effort toward this goal. It was an
arduous job. To make the school a success, Rashid overcame various
difficulties — the villagers’ deep-rooted misgivings about education,
religious barriers and the lack of government financial support, etc.
It was out of countless such efforts that the New India was created.

Comprehension

1. the stale accurnulated heat of summer (Para. 1): This is to
exaggerate the heat on that autumn morning. It was so hot that it
seemed all the heat of summer had accumulated and concentrated in
that day, and the air was not fresh.

2. in thick red clouds (Para. 1) : The dust rolled upward in the
form of clouds. They were of red colour because the earth in that
area was red, and they were shining in the morning sun.

3. the camel trains (Para. 1): long lines of camels along the
road

4. the women stood. .. watching us (Para. 3): This was be-
cause they were curious about them.

_‘2__



5. it wasn’t too early to start looking (Para.4): It was high
time for a girl of 17 to start looking for a husband. In India, it was
considered a misfortune or even a shame for a mother if her daughter
of marriageable age remained single or got married too late.

6. fluid English (Para.5): fluent English. The word “fluid”
meaning “able to flow as liquids do” is used figuratively to suggest
that Rashid spoke very good English.

7. in a suddenly {lorid tone (Para. 6): suddenly in a showy
tone which conveys his pride and satisfaction and a desire for Kitty
and Santha to share his feelings

8. this is not a present. .. That lies with them. (Para.6): We
cannot act as condescending saviors. All we do is to help them rea-
lize that education is for their good and give them concrete help. We
can push them to educate themselves, but how much they achieve in
education depends on themselves.

9. to gauge my reaction (Para.6): to estimate or judge how I
reacted so as to decide if he should go on

10. they were really getting something for nothing (Para.9):
They were receiving education free of payment.

11. They were f{rankly skeptical (Para.9): They openly and
clearly expressed their doubts about education.

12. Against that argument education carried little weight
(Para. 10) ; “That argument” refers to the previous sentence; that
is, children old enough to work in the fields were economically im-
portant to their families. To them education meant nothing if it
could not bring any economic benefits to their families.

13. pice (Para.11): a coin used in British India. Today paisa
is used, the 100th part of a rupee. .

14. they lose that independence of spirit (Para.14). When vil-
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lagers own land and work on it, they have a kind of independent
spirit. But they lose it once they move to cities, where without
property of their own, they have to work for others to make a
living.

15. Rashid looked at me pinkly (Para. 18): His face turned
pink when he looked at me. He was embarrassed by what Kitty had
said, because, as he explained, he had not taken the first step to or-
ganize the women’s class.

16. carried home favorable reports to their parents (Para. 18):
Some of his pupils gave their parents a favorable account of their
studies, school life, the teacher, etc.

17. I reached a solution that pleased all parties (Para.18): The
solution satisfied all sides, all the people involved—the men, their
wives, and the teacher.

18. Not courage so much as hard work and money (Para.21):
This elliptical sentence can be glossed: To carry through a scheme
like running the school needs hard work and money rather than
courage. Rashid misunderstood what the mother meant. He took it
as the courage to defy the authorities, to carry out the project de-
spite their opposition. That is also why he said that the officials did
not really interfere in matters like this.

19. there are even some laws to that effect—for all the good
they do (Para.22): There are even some laws concerning education
for all people. The tone here is sarcastic, showing her scorn for the
officials and the laws.

20. I didn’ t mean that kind of courage (Para.24): I didn’1
mean the kind of courage you are talking about. I mean the courage
to build a world, that is, to get rid of people’s old ideas, 1o change
their old way of life, customs, etec.
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21. I know if I had the job. ..what to put into it. (Para.24):
If I were the teacher, I wouldn’t know what to say without causing
trouble.

22. Can you say ... ‘It is wrong to marry twice ? (Para.
24): Islamic religion permits polygamy. In fact, according to the
religion, a Moslem can have up to four wives at the same time. Hin-
dus consider cows and snakes sacred animals, and therefore think it
sinful to eat beef, just as Moslems think it sinful to eat pork. The
mother used these two examples to illustrate what a [rightening re-
sponsibility it is to teach the children anything different from con-
ventional ideas.

23. In the West they get out of it easily. (Para.24): “It” is
vaguely used here for what is understood from the context. The sen-
tence means that in Western countries, people can easily avoid caus-
ing trouble when talking about social taboos. They do so by encour-
aging the children to use their consciences.

24. Rely on your conscience (Para. 24 ): Conscience is the indi-
vidual sense or judgement of what is right or wrong. In the West,
according to the mother, they teach the children strictly what things
are, but do not force them to accept what is taught. Children are
encouraged to use their own judgement to distinguish good from
bad.

25. Indians are rather rational people (Para.24): Indians tend
to judge things or act in accordance with reason. Reason is the men-
tal power of judging right or wrong from principles, religious codes,
or conventional moral customs. For example, some reverent Hindus
would rather die of hunger than eat beef.

26. She smiled disarmingly ﬁ( Para. 24): She was afraid that
Rashid might not agree with her, so she smiled in such a way that
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would prevent him from feeling bad.

Questions

1. Who is telling the story? Who s the “I” in the first
sentence?

2. Was the Agra road an asphalt road or a dirt road? What
gives the clue to your answer in the text?

3. What were the four functions of the shop owner at Okhla?

4. What time did school begin? Why did it begin so early?

5. What signs of educational activity among the children did
the two visitors notice?

6. What difficulties did Rashid have in persuading the villagers
to send their children to his school? How did he manage to do that?

7. Was the school co-educational? Was co-education common in
Indian cities then? What did Rashid say the reason was?

8. How did Rashid manage to run the women’s class? Would
you say it was a success?

9. Rashid denied that it took courage to open the school. Why
did he deny that? What did he say it tcok?

10. The mother said that Rashid had a “frightening responsi-
bility”. Why did she think it was frightening?

11. What does the mother say about reason and conscience?

12. What do you think of Rashid as a person?

13. How do you evaluate the educational campaign in India?

Key to Exercises
[. True or false

1.T 2F 3.7 4T 5T 6.F 7.F

8. T 9.T 10.F 11.T 12.T 13.F 14.F



I1. Explanation

1. We must bring this ‘political consciousness’ to the millions
of uneducated Indians who are unable to express their ideas clearly.

2. The colors that the children made and used come from wild
plants, rocks, etc., provided by nature. Everything provided by
nature has its own use.

3. The Congress Party had started the whole educational move-
ment with village schools as a means to its further development.

4. The children became important to their families in that they
could help support their families.

5. a map that shows the different heights of land forms such as
mountains and valleys by means of shading, colors, contour lines or
solid materials like clay

- 6. education of boys and girls (or students of both sexes) to-
gether in the same schools and classrooms

7. I reached a solution that pleased all the persons concerned—
the men, their wives, and myself.

8. as he had promised to do

9. to change the old way of life, old ideas, beliefs, habits, etc.
to develop a new world

10. We rely on both reason and conscience; they compensate

each other by correcting each other’s shortcomings.
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Lesson 2
Four Choices for Young People

Overview

This is a shortened version of an article from Harper’ s Maga-
zine (the August 1967 issue), a magazine that appeals primarily to
the educated reader and that devotes as much space to the discussion
of contemporary American life as it does to fiction.

By 1967, American youth had already been disillusioned with
what they called “the adult world” and rebelled against it in various
ways. Against this background, the author wrote this article to sug-
gest the only workable way for young Americans to deal with their
problems.

The way the author does this is a good example of persuasion.
In keeping with the seriousness of his purpose, he begins the article
with an immediate statement of the problem to be discussed, and
enlarges the statement in the second paragraph. All this is done by
means of direct quotation, which conveys a sense of immediacy, of
closeness and of contact. His open agreement to the imperfection of
American society is important; otherwise, there would be no com-
mon ground for further discussion. The progress of the argument is
made clear to the reader by means of subheadings. The author sees
four possible alternatives for dealing with the imperfect society. He
rules out the first three by pointing out they are either “parasitic”,
or “impractical”, or fruitless, and then concentrates on the fourth
one. By citing his own experience as a young man and “historical ev-



