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PREFACE

The Ocean in Seashell—An Introduction to the Bible

Orginally the material in this book appeared as a textbook for the students
of Professor Wen Yong in the Philosophy Department of Peking University.
His purpose was to introduce the Bible from the standpoint of contemporary
research, an approach quite new in Chinese academic circles and therefore
welcomed as an important contribution. He not only presents the formation of
the Bible, different versions of the biblical books and their influence, but also
treats the historical background, contents, structure and key ideas of each book.
By way of example, he includes eighty stories selected from both the Old and
New Testaments. He has taken account of the two different canons used by the
Catholic and Protestant churches, and the books called apocrypha have also
been presented.

This volume is intended for a wide variety of Chinese readers: scholars
of religion and foreign literature, researchers who study the minority peoples,
United Front cadres, members of China’s foreign service, translators, university
professors and students interested in the Bible, Christians and others who have
studied in institutions of higher learning.

It is to be hoped that Professor Wen Yong’s work may be further advanced



by himself and others, and that Chinese scholars may make their own original

contributions to the highly specialized field of contemporary biblical research.

Edward J. Malatesta, S. S. D. Director, Institute of Chinese—

Western Cultural History University of San Francisco 005
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