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Ushering in a New Epoch and Enlightening
the History of Sino-Japanese Cooperation
in Science and Education

---- Congratulatory Speech on the 20" Anniversary of the Academic Cooperation & Exchange Program
between the University of Science and Technology of China and the University of Tokyo
Lu Yongxiang
Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and
the Chinese Academy of Engineering: Chairman of the Chinese Academy of Sciences

The development of human civilization up to the current prosperity mainly depends on two factors: the constant

accumulation of material wealth and especially the development & heritage of scientific knowledge. To achieve more progress
and development in scientific knowledge, continuous cooperation and exchanges between different countries are necessary. In
this regard, the cooperation and exchanges between the University of Science and Technology of China and the University of
Tokyo are undoubtedly one of the many successful examples. The year 2002 marks the 30th anniversary of resuming the foreign
diplomatic relations with Japan and the 20th anniversary of the academic cooperation and exchanges between the University of
Science and Technology of China and the University of Tokyo. On behalf of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, I would like to
extend my warmest congratulations to the two famous universities, express my sincere thanks to my colleagues who have
contributed to the cooperation and at the same time state my hope that the friendly academic cooperative relationship between the
two universities will be further extended.

With the implementation of the open-to-the-outside policy 20 years ago, more and more Chinese people's ideological
bondage has been broken down and their scientific consciousness has been gradually awoken. With the background of the Sino-
Japanese cultural exchange agreement concluded in 1979, the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the former Ministry of
Education of Japan appointed the University of Science and Technology of China and the University of Tokyo as two universities
to participate in the cooperation and exchange program. The agreement between the University of Science and Technology of
China and the University of Tokyo’ Faculty of Engineering was signed in 1982, which clarified that the University of Tokyo, as
the core university of the program, was held responsible for helping the University of Science and Technology of China with its
construction and improvement work in the fields of engineering science, and the two sides agreed that 15 collaborative research
projects be launched in the fields of physics, chemistry, precision machinery and instrumentation, information science and
management science. Set in the early 1980s, the cooperation program was unprecedented and with far-reaching intension. During
the past 20 years, remarkable achievements of the program have been made in disciplinary construction, staff elevation and talent
cultivation at USTC. With the help of the University of Tokyo, rapid progress has been made in some of the engineering
disciplines, narrowing the gap between USTC and top-level universities in the world. Some of the engineering disciplines at
USTC are now thought of as holding a key position in China. Through the exchange program, some young and promising
professors and scholars have been cultivated, which has greatly elevated the overall quality of the teaching staff and promoted the
education of young talents at USTC.

We are happy to see that the significance of the unprecedented academic exchange program at that time has now been
recognized by more and more universities both in China and Japan. In 1993, the program has been successfully extended to
almost ten universities, including Tsinghua University and the University of Osaka, and developed into a new Sino-Japanese
Core Universities Program. The new Core Universities Program has provided space for collaborative research on a wider basis
between scientists from the two countries and brought about many world-level influential academic achievements. Some new
research fields like high-energy physics and condensed physics have been added to the collaborative research domain of the Core
Universities Program. We believe that, based upon the experience drawn from the 20 years' Sino-Japanese cooperation, the
academic cooperation between the well-known universities both in China and Japan will bear more fruits in the age of
knowledge economy and will serve as a model of successful cooperation between universities in two countries.

Once again, I sincerely hope that the academic exchanges between China and Japan and the friendly cooperation between
universities in the two countries will enjoy an even brighter future.
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I wish to express sincere congratulations to this anniversary of 20 years of academic exchanges between the

University of Tokyo's Faculty of Engineering and Graduate School of Engineering and the University of Science and
Technology of China.

In the wake of a cultural exchange agreement concluded between Japan and China in 1979 and negotiations carried
out between the governments of both nations, academic exchanges were launched between the two universities in 1982.
During this time, not only was great progress seen in one of the initial goals-that of strengthening the Faculty of
Engineering at the University of Science and Technology of China under the jurisdiction of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, but also the promotion of mutual understanding and the establishment of a research cooperation system
advanced in several fields of engineering through the thriving mutual comings and goings of scholars at both
universities. I myself participated in these exchanges, as a teacher in the University of Tokyo's Faculty of Engineering.
And since I later became dean of the Faculty of Engineering and Graduate School of Engineering and then President of
the University of Tokyo, I have particularly deep emotions about the fact that the two universities are able to celebrate
their 20th anniversary of academic exchanges today.

After going through two contract periods, based on the initial five-year plan, the academic exchanges between the
University of Science and Technology of China and the University of Tokyo since 1993 have been carried out under
exchange plans in core university programs, based on an agreement concluded between the Chinese Academy of
Sciences and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. Undoubtedly, the fruits of the first phase of exchanges will
encourage the development of even more exchanges hereon. Moreover, we must not overlook the fact that, as a fruit of
these exchanges, many Chinese students have come to the University of Tokyo and other Japanese universities. I wish to
pay my deepest respect to the many scholars and teachers at the Chinese Academy of Sciences, at both universities, and
other cooperating institutions, who have endeavored hard on behalf of this exchange.

Anyway, now that this academic exchange has reached its 20th anniversary, I feel that we must further cooperate
and deal with various engineering-related tasks on a global scale. Issues related to environmental preservation and
solutions for regional gaps resulting from the spread of advanced information technology are just a few examples of
these. My most fervent wish is that academic exchanges and cooperation will advance all the further through various

channels from now on.
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The academic cooperation and exchanges between the University of Science and Technology of

China (USTC) and the University of Tokyo (UT) are one of the items in the Sino-Japanese cultural
exchange agreement signed by the two governments in December, 1979 . The Ministry of Education
of both sides nominated USTC and the University of Tokyo’ Faculty of Engineering for the
cooperation. The two universities accordingly signed an agreement on academic cooperation &
exchanges in Beijing in June, 1982, drawing up the curtain of meaningful cooperation and exchanges
between China and Japan in the field of education. Since 1993, the project has extended to almost
ten famous universities and has become the Sino-Japanese Core Universities Program which has
received special attention and tremendous support from the two governments.

The past twenty years has witnessed fruitful cooperation and plentiful achievements as a result of
joint efforts and hard work of scientists from both countries. Extensive cooperation and exchanges
have been carried out in 15 programs in the fields of information science, environmental science and
material science. Under this agreement, USTC has benefited a lot with the help and support from UT:
some of the disciplines in engineering developed very fast and the gap between the disciplines at
USTC and the advanced ones in the world has been greatly shortened, some of the subjects have
boasted of important positions, and many young and promising professors and scholars have been
cultivated.

Twenty years’ continuous cooperation and exchanges between the universities in China and
Japan are a remarkable work. The efficient cooperation and exchanges have made great contributions
to the development of science and education in the two countries. At the same time, the USTC-UT
academic cooperation and exchange program and the Core Universities Program, as part of the
friendly relationship between Chinese and Japanese peoples, have proactively enhanced the cultural
exchange and promoted the friendship between the two countries.

In retrospect, we find fruitful achievements; looking into the near future, we are full of
confidence. In the new century, science and technology will be more closely connected with
economy and the development of society. Scientific innovation will play a leading role in the
development of society; international scientific cooperation and exchanges will be a long-term
strategy. We look forward to a further and wider academic cooperation and exchange program between
the two countries to facilitate the prosperity of world science, technology and
education and the progress of human race.

It is a very meaningful event to compile this album on the occasion of
the 20" anniversary of cooperation and exchanges. It not only records the
history and exhibits the achievements, but summarizes the gains and losses
and promotes further cooperation. It is my sincerest hope that people can
realize the innovative importance and significance of the USTC-UT
cooperation and exchanges with this album, and that more universities may
join in this project.

ZHU Qingshi
President of USTC and Academician of the CAS
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The twenty-first century has been deemed the "Asian era." The University of Tokyo and the University of Science and

Technology of China, which are both located in Asia, began exchanges with each other in 1982. That we are commemorating the
twentieth anniversary of such exchanges at the beginning of the twenty-first century is quite symbolic and truly auspicious in
forecasting the future development of relations between our two universities and perhaps even of Sino-Japanese relations. In this
way, in the backdrop of rapid development and success of exchanges between our two universities lie the extraordinary efforts
not only of people at both universities but also the cooperation and support from the governments of Japan and China and
especially from the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. Here I wish to express
my most sincere gratitude for that.

Inspired by the cultural exchange agreement concluded between Japan and China in 1979, the University of Tokyo took the
initiative to begin exchange relationships with other universities and research institutions in China. It also concluded an
academic exchange agreement with the University of Science and Technology of China centered on the Faculty of Engineering
and carried out exchanges between the two universities for two contract periods, covering 10 years. During this time, about 300
teachers from the University of Tokyo's Faculty of Engineering visited the University of Science and Technology of China, and
approximately 100 faculty members of the University of Science and Technology of China came to the University of Tokyo.
Those visits were not confined to mere exchanges among scholars, for they also bore considerable fruits in deepening mutual
understanding between academics in both China and Japan and also in establishing a system of research cooperation.

Based on such results, our two universities in 1993 concluded an academic exchange agreement that was expanded to a
university-wide scale. Ever since then, our two universities have been very actively promoting exchanges between both scholars
and students centered on the but not limited to the Faculties of Science and Engineering. Since 1993, the engineering field,
which particularly has a solid record of exchanges, has carried out, with support received anew from the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science, various joint research projects such as advanced materials, advanced production technology, new energy
and transportation, green science and technology, and intellectual information systems as exchange activities in core university
programs. Several academic essays have been published, and noteworthy results have been presented, too, at joint symposia, as
the fruits of such joint research. Furthermore, a collateral result of such exchanges has been the increasing number of students
from China attending universities in Japan especially the University of Tokyo.

In addition, in more recent years, the exchanges have not been just between our two universities, for both the University of
Tokyo and the University of Science and Technology of China, as key members of the Association of East Asian Research
Universities (AEARU) and the Association of Pacific Rim
Universities (APRU), are together actively engaged in creating an
academic research network in East Asia and the Pacific Rim region.

At present, we are surrounded by heaps of world-scale
problems that must be solved promptly, including environmental
matters like global warming and air pollution, as well as the
exhaustion of resources. The University of Tokyo and the
University of Science and Technology of China, which are both
located in Asia and conduct frontier research in fields of science
and engineering, have together been lending their hands to
strengthen the bonds of scholarly research based on the spirit of
mutual benefit. And I have great expectations that all this will
contribute not only to solving global-scale problems but also serve
both towards further development of the friendship between Japan

and China as well as to world peace and stability.
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