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Abstract; This article discusses “the anthropological turn” which ap-
peared after “the linguistic turn” and has changed the general view of knowl-
edge and research paradigm in the humanities. It is also represented in all the
other disciplines of both humanities and social sciences. The article just starts

. with comparative literature and literary theory as case studies, in an attempt to
sketch the contour of how. anthropology in the 20th century changes research
orientations and what it brings and make certain corresponding documents
briefing to the developing state after the turn, trying to describe the future
prospect. It deals with 20 propositions in literary theory and research with the
corresponding situation of anthropological branches involved: 1. Archetypal
criticism ; myth and ritual school ( Cambridge School). 2. Cultural studies:key
category of cultural anthropology. 3. Literary hermeneutics: symbolic anthro-
pology. 4. New Historicism : historical anthropology. 5. Postcolonialism ; reflec-
tive anthropology. 6. Ecocriticism ; ecological anthropology. 7. Literature and
politics ; political anthropology. 8. Literature and religion : religious anthropolo-
gy. 9. Semiotics ; symbolic anthropology. 10. Literature and linguistics : linguis-
tic anthropology. 11. Influence study :the theory of cultural dissemination. 12.
Parallel study: corresponding cultural phenomena. 13. Genre study: anthropo-
logical poetics. 14. Imagology : cultural alterity theory. 15. Translation studies:
interpretive anthropology and semiotic anthropology. 16. Immigrant or dias-
poric literature ; anthropological diaspora studies. 17. Literature of ethnic mi-
norities ; anthropological cultural relativism. 18. Oral literature ; ethnographical
poetics. 19. Gender poetics : feminist anthropology. 20. From narratology to nar-
rative psychotherapy : culture and personality theory. Starting with the above 20
new theoretic propositions, the author reflects on the background relevant to
anthropology and hopes to concentrate on an interdisciplinary direction in
which to construct the new theories of literary anthropology and look forward to
the transition of the paradigm of literary studies in current Chinese universi-
ties.

Key words: the anthropological turn, the egocentrism of discipline,
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