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‘Impact Analysis of the Localised Content-Based Instruction of Applied
Specialism Courses for English Majors in Chinese Tertiary Institutions’ (A Study
on the Instruction of Applied Specialism Courses for English Majors) is one
of the very best doctorates I have had the pleasure of supervising. It focuses
on an issue concerning the future development of English departments in
Chinese tertiary institutions at a critical period in Chinese history, as China
and its educational institutions have been undergoing great changes in the
global and national context. The author demonstrates well, from the extensive
literature review presented in the thesis, that this is a strongly disputed issue
among the scholars who are influencing Chinese policy-makers concerning
the education of English majors. This makes it very necessary for policy-
makers in China to base their policy-making on the kind of sound research
findings.

As for the writing of the thesis itself, Chapter 1 is clear, concise and
presents the major issues in a very approachable way. Chapter 2, extremely
well informed by current and appropriate literature, is very well structured,
extraordinarily well written for someone writing in a second language, and
ultimately provides a very convincing case for the need to study the topic
the researcher has embarked upon. Chapter 3 is a very impressive chapter,
being extremely well structured and readable, making the research water-
tight, and laying a solid foundation for the analysis of the data collected.
Chapter 4 is also a very strong chapter, providing a very clear picture of how
successful the programme is. In Chapter 5, a picture is presented indicating
that the initiative discussed has great promise, but at the present time isn't
fully realising its potential. This powerful chapter then makes the conclusions
produced in Chapter 6 fully justified. All the chapters then build into an
impressive piece of work, presenting empirical research findings concerning
an important issue in the development of English departments in China
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under the impact of global forces.

I am very happy, then, to write the commentary remarks and to offer
my sincere congratulations on such a fine piece of research work. I sincerely
hope that the research findings are published soon and reach Chinese policy-
makers at national and institutional levels so that they may contribute to the
improvement of the education of Chinese foreign language education.

Professor Michael Bottery

Institute for Learning
University of Hull, UK
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CHAPTER 1

T DTN

Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

The world we are living in is changing at an accelerating speed, and
the point can be illustrated in the changes in human contact and human
communication. A few centuries ago, physical contacts between distant
nations were either impossible or years” undertakings. At the beginning of
the 20th century, they were no longer impossible but still took months. At
the beginning of the 21st century, however, ministers of all nations could
be brought together in a few hours, discussing issues of mutual concern
for possible co-operation between nations. Face-to-face contacts between
institutional representatives are a matter of days or hours, if not less,
discussing business interactions that are no longer confined within national
boundaries. Individual contacts from different countries all over the world
have become everyday happenings. Modern means of communication and
virtual space demonstrate the change and the acceleration in the modern
world even more dramatically. Any contact and exchange of ideas can be
realised in no more than a few seconds nowadays through radio signals and
Internet. The geographical distance between nations no longer constitutes
the same barriers as they used to. The world is becoming smaller. A world
that used to be inhabited by isolated nations is becoming a closely connected
global community.

In a world seemingly shrinking both in space and time, the
interdependence between things on the globe is developing. In the modern
world, national or local happenings are no longer phenomena within isolated
countries. They could easily become global concerns. A car is driven more
and more by powers beyond gasoline. An individual relies more and more on
institutional or national or super-national forces for his/her well-being. There
is a growing involvement of global political, economic and cultural forces in
everything. And everything seems to be embedded in a broad global picture,

A Study on the of Spec for Type -'Luqml 4
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and everything seems to impact on other things in one way or another, be it
the birth of a national government or the everyday life of an individual.

Rapid development of science and technology has brought about modern
means of communication and transportation, promoting exchanges between
nations, bringing activities of institutions or organisations across national
borders, and accelerating the contacts between individuals from distant lands.
The nations, institutions and individuals are more reliant on one another and
they are exerting more influence on one another than ever before, no matter
whether it is due to political interests, economic benefits, cultural activities, or
environmental disasters. Globalisation is going on in almost every aspect of
our life.

The increasing international connections require a shared language for
individuals from different nations or institutions to communicate with each
other. Spread by British colonial forces in the 19th century and strengthened
by American military and economic power in the 20th century, English
has now acquired the status of a dominating language in the world. It
serves as a global and world language (Crystal, 1997, 2003), being used in
practically all spheres, i.e. politics, trade, industry, science and technology,
entertainment and the world-wide web. English competence is also required
by the information society of the new century. Access to English is access to
90% of global information in English. Access to the global, social, cultural,
educational, political and economic information in technical journals, on
large computer databases, on satellite TV or in international faxing or Internet
is access to wealth and power. For individuals, being able to use English
means being able to break the local confinement to enjoy local, national and
international opportunities. For institutions or organisations, a large pool of
qualified employees with better command of the global language means more
successful communication and better cooperation between people of different
backgrounds, and higher efficiency in realising the political, cultural, social
or economic goals of the institutions or organisations. For a nation, a better
command of English has become a prerequisite for its citizens in the modern
time and the education of English has become something that no nation can
afford to neglect if they want to enjoy the potential benefits of the accelerating
globalisation and manage the global forces to their advantages.

The Chinese nation and Chinese institutions have made great efforts to
promote the education of English through national educational policies and
institutional initiatives which affect individuals considerably. In the nine-
year compulsory education system from the elementary school to the junior
high school in China, English education was required to start from grade

2] 'AMmﬂle tion of d Specialk for Type Majors



_ w;:?*i@ Chapter 1 Introduction #kse

three at the elementary school in all cities and county capitals by the autumn
of 2001 and in townships by the autumn of 2002 (MOE 2001, Guideline,
Sec.1; Requirements, Sec.2; quoted in Cheng 2002, pp.257—258). English is
not only a compulsory subject for all recipients of compulsory education, but
also a required subject in Chinese tertiary institutions. Undergraduates and
postgraduates of all non-English majors are required to take national exams at
College English Band 4 and Band 6 levels respectively. An even higher hurdle
of TEM 4 and TEM 8 is also organised nation-wide for the second- and
fourth-year students majoring in English. Nearly all educational institutions
admit students according to the candidates’ performance in English exams,
and many also require their students to obtain the stipulated English
certificates before graduation from tertiary institutions. English proficiency
serves as an important criterion for the candidates to obtain positions in
institutions or organisations and it is also a passport for academic promotion
and promising leading positions. It is, therefore, easy to understand why
several hundred millions of people are involved in the craze of learning
English in China.

As we have mentioned above, there is a global background for
China’s heavy promotion of English education. The national context is also
enlightening in understanding the policies and endeavours which will help to
determine the focus of this research.

1.2 Reasons for the Research

In the past two decades, there has always been a great gap between
the demand for and supply of competent English-speaking personnel in
China. An inadequate number of English speakers used to be the major
concern when China first opened up to the outside world. However, as China
constantly makes efforts to integrate itself into the global community, it
demands not only sufficient number of English speakers, but also requires
them to use English efficiently and appropriately in professional areas.
Therefore, training English speakers who are proficient in the English
language and familiar with professional knowledge has become the major
current concern. Expectation from society is growing and the requirements
are becoming demanding. It is no wonder that critical voices for the education
of English are getting louder and louder from employers and government
officials.

The education of English majors used to be the largest and most
important section in foreign language education in China and it has expanded
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