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Intellectual property issues have become so hot over the past decades
thattheyhavcalmosttumedatoudlstoncforlifeord&thofmany
corporations, and even for intemational relations between countries. In
colleges and universities, courses on general survey of these topics, or on
actual practical skills, are offered throughout the world in order to bring
students, or even practitioners, up to date with the current trend. In our
country, the Law of Iutellectual Property is a “core course” required for all



degree law students and is an important test subject of the bar examination. :

Why is this so? In what way is it really important that it affects our
everyday life? And indeed, what is intellectual property, anyway? To
many, including some legal practitioners, the subject of intellectual property
matters is undoubtedly shrouded' in a huge cloud of mystery. Some see it as
a lucrative’ business, generating enviable incomes for those elite™ patent and
trademark attorneys whose circle is closed; others treat it as a matter so
academic that it can be understood and handled by the few learned
professionals, because it is so “intellectual. ”

There is no doubt something “intellectual” about this untouchable and
intangible property, as this part of legal business evolved over the recent
past hundred years. The subject matters have been sufficiently clarified, the
case law and stawtory law have developed and implemented in all
industrialized and developing countries, and the work of an intellectual
property practitioner has been pretty much standardized. Because of the
inherent technical nature of some of the issues, such as the cutting-edge
improvements on technologies of machinery, biology or chemistry, the legal
issues around such subjects have become extremely complicated. In this
sense, we have no difficulty finding a flavor of intellect in it.

Property! Everything, no matter how far removed from the talk of the
street, must come down to earth, and everything carries a price tag, no
matter how mtellectual. Same thing with intellectual property law practices.
In most of the cases about intellectual property disputes, all have to boil
down to one thing—money. Here, I use the word “money” not in the
sense of cash value, but as a symbolic expression to mean: who controls
what, in a competitive market, in order to gain competitive advantage for
bigger profit over his competitors.

This preliminary introduction is intended to lay bare the mystic subjects
of intellectual property laws that we are gong to study, and hopefully, it
will help you get a “bigger picture” from the dry conceptual analysis and the
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| long, tedious and hard-to-read cases that could drive the most hard-working
student to sleep.

The basics of intellectual property (often abbreviated as “IP” or “IPR”
for tntellectual property rights) matters include. (a) patent, which deals with
technological inventions; (b) trademark, which is a word, a symbol, a
piece of music or even some peculiar scents—or any other indicia to a
particular source as a tradesman’ s product or services; (c) copyright - the
right of authorship or right of reproduction to a copyrighted work; (d)
trade secret—anything you intend to cover and did cover for business
reasons; and (e) some other miscellaneous topics ranging from contracts
involving technology or trade licensing, to the publication of a news story,
or even the inappropriate imitation of one’ s face, signature or voice. But
that’s all you need to know what is technically involved in the IP business.
Practically, it includes everything, and anything you can name.

"Then, where does the property fit in? Is it really property? And how
different is an intellectual property from the “real” properties? How different
is a patent from a house?

Now that we have already had some experience in PROPERTY and
TORT laws, we know that a picce of property can be ceated, passed 1o
others or to one’ s descendants, fmminated, or even destroyed (not in the
sense of destroying a house). In a house situation, we see a particular
parcel of land on which stands a walled structure with a roof. Once you
“have” it, you not only have four walls to live in, and become an owner of
these walls, you also acquire certain important rights which are usually not
as immediately conspicuous as the house itself. We call it a “bundle of
rights”—the “real” estate. In other words, besides being an owner of title
to the picce of land, you have the right to use it for benefit, abuse it by
laying waste to it (provided you don’t step on others’ rights), or not to
use it at all. In this sense we see something interesting. First and foremost,
the rights are totally different from the thing itself. Usually a thing, like the



land, cannot be created or destroyed. It’s there for ever. But rights are
relative. They can be created, associated with economic benefits,
transferred or terminated. To say one has right to something is not a

conclusion, but a status of degree, because, as we know it, one may have

superior right over some, but not others. In short, people, as holders of

rights, come and go, but the thing (the house and the land) remains there

for ever.

The intellectual property is different, First of all, the Zing is usually
not there that you can sec and touch. Maybe we can even say, the thng is
nowhere, and what is left is only the rights to do things.

Take patent, for example. What is important to the patentee is not the
right to use, make and sell a patented process or products, but the right to
stop others from using, making or selling them. As for the particular
patented item (a single product), be is not interested as to who owns it
because it is always purchased by someone who will acquire full title to it.

For trademarks, one can own a trademark right to a particular word or
symbol,whcthcrhecrmteditormcrdyappmpxiateditbyadopﬁon.lndm
former, the immediate example may be KODAK® for films, and in the
latter, the word CAMEL for cgarette or a flying horse for an oil business.
How does the property right arise in these situations? Simply because the
Eastman Kodak Company coined the word, it can exclude all others from
using it, or can it not? How about a newspaper journalist who created a
special expression or a politician who is the first to use a catchy phrase? Do
they have the exdlusive right?™ More confusingly, a tradesman takes an
everyday word from the dictionary, or a figure from ancient Greek
mythology (e.g., the Pegasus, or the “flying horse” owned by Mobile),
as his rademark. Why should he have the exclusive right over others who
may also be interested in these words or figures and find them useful for
their businesses?

In copyright, an author writes a book which is published and a copy of
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which is sold to a buyer who, rather than the author, has the exclusive
ownership to that particular copy. So what is important as the “copyright”
for the author or publisher?

Most legal literatures may simply provide a ready answer by saying that
these rights are stipulated in the law. Then, ask yourself a question: where
does the “law” come from? Why, how, and to what degree are these rights
justified and protected?

Intellectual property studies involve more questions than answers. The
laws are developing, and the practical skills vary from country to country.
"The business of IP practice is totally different from that which I knew nearly
twenty years ago, some of which is good in keeping up with the world’s
trend, and some can be very startling. It does not matter whether or not
you will become engaged in this business in the future. But through this
course, I hope you can pick up some useful knowledge and skills that will
be beneficial for your future practice, in law, or in other walks of life.
When you take on the study subjects, you should keep your mind open and
critical, like any other legal practitioners of law. Do not take a whole-sale
answer when you have a question. Challenge yourself. Put a question mark
on what they say as an obvious solution, see if you ¢an identify some issues
of deeper meaning, and lead your study to a more advanced stage. That’s
what they mean by “think like a lawyer.”

In this course, as we have done previously for other courses that dealt
with general topics of legal studies, the property and torts, our examination
of the intellectual property matters are mostly based on case studies and
analyses, rather than memorizing a few simplified definitional terms and
concepts, because the issues and solutions are best illustrated in a
confrontational situation where competing interests are fully presented from
both sides over the issue.

This course will run roughly from a general introduction to the
competitive process, which is this Unit, to the problems of patent,



