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Gen. Genesis
Exod. Exodus

"Lev. Leviticus
Num.  Numbers
Dt. Deuteronomy
Jos. Joshua
Jg. Judges
Ru. Ruth

1 Sam. 1 Samuel

2 Sam. 2 Samuel
1Kg. 1 Kings
2Kg. 2 Kings

1 Chr. 1 Chronicles

Mt. Matthew

Mk. Mark
Lk. Luke
Jn. John

Ac. Acts of the Apostles
Rom. Romans

1C. 1 Corinthians

2C. 2 Corinthians

Gal. Galatians

THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

Old Testament (OT)'

2 Chr. 2 Chronicles
Ezr. Ezra
Neh. Nehemiah
Est. Esther
Job Job
Ps. Psalms
Prov. Proverbs
Ec. Ecclesiastes
S. Song of Songs
Isa. Isaiah
Jer. Jeremiah
Lam. Lamentations
Ezek. Ezekiel

- New Testament (NT)
Eph.  Ephesians
Phil.  Philippians
Col. Colossians
1 Th. 1 Thessalonians
2Th. 2 Thessalonians
1 Tim. 1 Timothy
2Tim. 2 Timothy
Tit. Titus
Phm. Philemon

1 Abbreviations of the books of the Bible are based on Black (2001:xiii).

Dan.
Hos.

L

Ob.
Jon.
Mic.
Nah.
Hab.

Zeph.

Hag.
Zech.
Mal.

Heb.
Jas.

1 Pet.
2 Pet.

1 Jn.
2 Jn.
3 )n.
Jude
Reyv.

Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi-

Hebrews
James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John
Jude
Revelation
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PRONOUNS & VERBS IN KING JAMES BIBLE

1. 2" Person Pronouns

Singular Plural
Subjective Case thou you ye
Possessive Case thy thine your yours
Objective Case thee you ye

NB.

Thine is often used :

(1) before a word beginning with a vowel sound or the letter “A”, as in:
thine heart;

(2) as a possessive pronoun.

thine eye, thine ass, thine head,

2. Verbs
{0 be 2" person singular present: art
2" person singular past: wast
2" person singular present: hast
to have 3" person singular present: hath

Normal verbs
2" person singular present:

2™ person singular past:
3™ person singular present:

NB.
(1) For verbs ending with a vowel sound + y:

y —i + th, as in: saith;
(2) When thou is used after shall, shall should be changed into shalt;
(3) When thou is used after will, will should be changed into wilz.

verb+st/est, as in: dost/doest, sayest, blessest, beholdest
verb(past form)+st/est, as in: didst, calledst, sawest, camest

verb+th/eth, as in: doth/doeth, seeth, cometh, liveth, goeth

ii PRONOUNS & VERBS IN KING JAMES BIBLE
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1. THE CREATION AND
THE FALL OF MAN

eceessceeseecsr e avsssesensccsensoee

As the first book of the five books known as the Pentateuch ( Greek for “five-volume” work,
or BEPG 7L % in Chinese) , Genesis ( Greek for “coming into being” ) begins with words that have
now become famous: “In the beginning God created ... ” It relates the divine origin of the universe,
but also skillfully anticipates the future story of Israel, with the events in Eden foreshadowing the
life, travails, and hopes of the historical biblical community. As a matter of fact, the first three
chapters of Genesis link to the last book of the Bible, Revelation, in that they are both like
brackets of perfection around the sadness of life marked by sin, death, suffering and hatred, thus
forming a U-shaped plot.

Genesis 1 divides creation into six days signifying a world carefully designed and imbued with
order. This impression is further reinforced by a clear literary pattern appearing in all of the six
days: (1) the announcement “and God said” ; (2) a command “let there be” or some other forms
of “let” ; (3) the fulfillment; (4) the approval “God saw that it was good” ; (5) the placement
of time “the evening and the morning were the ____ day. ” Another pattern is the balanced pairing
of days and works; God first creates three places or settings, and then he fills each setting with the
appropriate creatures as shown below.

PAIRING OF DAYS AND WORKS
Day One Day Four
Light Sun, moon, and stars
Day Two Day Five
Sky and sea Birds and sea creatures
Day Three Day Six
Dry land and vegetation Land animals and people

So, the world created by God was essentially good and orderly, that is, until human rebellion
marred it. The place of man in the grand design of God merits an equal attention: he was made in
the image of God and has dominion over other species — the crowning glory of God’s creation.

Chapter 2, starting from 2 :4, is not a duplicate of the creation story in the previous chapter:
the order of creation, men and women’s relation to it and their relation to each other, and the
different names for God: Yahweh Elohim ( the Lord God), the personal and covenant name of
God, in Chapter 2, and the remote and detached name Elohim in Chapter 1. This suggests that
there are two versions of the same story. Such phenomenon characterized by repetitions,

2 PART ONE IN THE BEGINNING
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inconsistencies and anachronisms keeps propping up throughout the first five books of the Bible.
The consensus of scholarship (initiated by Julius Wellhausen with his Documentary hypothesis) is
that the stories were taken from four different written sources and that these were brought together
over the course of time to form the Pentateuch (or To'rah,. as it is known to Jews). The four
sources are J, the Jahwist source (from the German transliteration of the Hebrew YHWH) , E; the
Elohist source, P, the Priestly source, and D, the Deuteronomist source.

The first chapters of Genesis show a world in harmony, blessing, and goodness, with
humanity and the natural world coexisting in peaceful abundance and delight. But everything was
turned topsy-turvy after the first couple committed the original sin by eating of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. All the ills from which the earthly Paradise had been exempt — toil,
pain, aging, conflict, corruption, and loss — were now realities. The tempter was the “subtil”
serpent, which has ever since been associated with the personification of evil later known as the
Devil or Satan. And the forbidden fruit has long been linked with illicit sexual desire, suggesting a
connection between tasting the fruit, awareness of nakedness, and shame. Jews and Christians
differ in their interpretation of Genesis 3. Most Jews focus on such questions as“Is knowledge of
good and evil preferable to innocence?” and regard moral choice as a step down from a state of
innocence, where nobody is tempted to do evil. Others see in this narrative an affirmation of the
importance of free will, of the capacity to choose between good and evil. Christians read this
chapter as the story of “the fall” of human beings from God’s presence and favor into suffering and
sin; hence the original sin. In other words, it was Adam and Eve who through their disobedience
brought physical and emotional suffering, moral evil, and death into the world ( Schippe &
Stetson, 2005:38).

For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one [i. e.
Jesus] shall many be made righteous. ( Romans 5:19)

...............................................

The Beginning

Genesis 1

' In the beginning God® created the hieaven and the earth.

*And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spinit
of God moved upon the face of the waters.

*And God said, “ Let there be fight,” and there was fight.! And God saw the fight, that it was good: and
God divided the lght from the darkness.’ And God called the fight Day, and the darkpess he called Night. And
the evening and the morning were the first day.

‘And God said, “ Let there be a firmament® in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from
the waters.” " And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the
waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. * And God called the firmament Heaven.

And the evening and the morning were the second day.

*And God said, “ Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry
land appear:” And it was so. "’ And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters
called fie Seas: and God saw that it was good. "' And God said, “ Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his Kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth.” And it

@ God Elohim (the Mighty One) in Hebrew.
@ firmament expanse or canopy.

1. THE CREATION AND THE FALL OF MAN 3
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was s0.”’ And the earth brought forth grass, and
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his
Kind: and God saw that it was good. ’ And the
evening and the morning were the third day.

¥ And God said, “ Let there be fights in the
Sfirmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons,
, = e and for days, and years.  And let them be for

Creation of Adam, the Sistine Chapel Ceiling ﬁgﬁts in the ﬁmammt Of the heaven to give ﬁgﬁt
paintings, Michelangelo (1475—1564) . . 16
upon the earth: and it was so. " And God made
two great fights; the greater fight to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: fie made the stars also.
" And God set them in the firmament of the hieaven to give fght upon the earth, “ And to rule over the day
and over the night, and to divide the lght from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. * And the
evening and the morning were the fourth day.

“ And God said, “ Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath® Bfe, and fow(
that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.” " And God created great whales, and every
Gving creature that moveth®, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their Kind, and every winged
Jowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.” And God blessed them, saying, “ Be fruitful, and multiply,
and fill the waters in the seas, and let fow( multiply in the earth.” ” And the evening and the morning were the
fifth day.

“ And God said, “ Let the earth bring forth the Gving creature after his Kind, cattle, and creeping thing,
and beast of the earth after his Rind.” And it was so.

¥ And God made the beast of the earth after his Kind, and cattle after their Kind, and every thing that
creepeth upon the earth after his Kind: and God saw that it was good.

The Enuma Elish is a Babylonian or Mesopotamian myth of creation recounting the
struggle between cosmic order and chaos. It was written sometime in the 12th century
B.C.E. in cuneiform on seven clay tablets and brought to light through an archeological
excavation made in the mid-19th century in the ruins of the palace of Ashurbanipal in
Nineveh. The many parallels between this version and the Genesis account point to the great
likelihood that biblical writers had drawn upon the cultural and religious legacy of their
-Ancient Near Eastern neighbors. In spite of the obvious similarities, differences are also
salient.

* And God said, “ Let us make man in our image, after our (Reness: and let them fiave dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fow( of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth.”

*So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he
them.

» And God blessed them, and God said unto the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every Giving thing that moveth upon the earth.

@ hath See PRONOUNS & VERBS IN KING JAMES BIBLE.
@ moveth ibid.
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* And God said, “ Behold, 1 have given you every hierb bearing seed, which is upon the face of ofl the
carthi, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. * And to every
beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there
is Gife, I have given every green herb for meat.” And it was so.

* And God saw every thing that e fiad made, and, befiold, it was very good. And the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.

Another Creation Story

Genesis 2

"Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the fiost of them.

? And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and fie rested on the seventh day from
all his work, whick fie fiad made.’ And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it fie had
rested from all his work whick God created and made.

Adam and Eveo

' These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the
LORD GodDmade the earth and the feavens.

’ And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every
herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it
to rain upon the earth, and there was not ¢ man to till the ground.
®ut there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face
of the ground. " And the LORD God formed man® of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of bfe; and man
became a Gving soul.

* And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden®; and
there hie put the man whom he fiad formed. *And out of the ground 74
made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight,
and good for food; the tree of fife also in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of Rnowledge of good and evil.

“ And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from
thence it was parted, and became into four heads. "' The name of the }
Sirst is @ison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, 4" pee Hans Grien
where there is gold; " And the gold of that land is good: there is Baldung (c. 1484—1545)
b6dellium and the onyx stone. " And the name of the second river is
Gikon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. " And the name of the third river is
FHiddeRel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.

¥ And the LORD God took, the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to Keep it®.
 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “ Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: ”” But
of the tree of the Rnowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die.”

™ And the LORD God said, “ It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make fhiim an help meet

® the LORD God Yahweh Elohim in Hebrew. Yahweh (/'ja:vei/, HE Ml 42 ) came from the Hebrew Tetragrammaton
representing the name of God with added vowels.

©® man The Hebrew for man (Adam) sounds like the Hebrew for ground ( adamah) ; it is also the name Adam.

@ a garden eastward in Eden the Garden of Eden was possibly located in the Mesop ian valley.

® to dress it and to keep it to work it and take care of it.
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