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An old song says that “love makes the world go around. " If
vou watch Americans on Valentine's Day, you can believe it, The
whole country breaks out with little red hearts. Love-struck
people give cards, flowers and candy to their sweethearts. You

might call it an annual celebration of love.
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Americans are romantic all year long, but especially on
February 14. Valentine’s Day gives people an excuse to ask

someone they admire to “be their valentine. ”
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Stan: Hey, Angela! I've been locking all over for you!

SFF R RBVAEHAHR!

Angela: Well, hi, Stan! Happy Valentine’s Day!

WHLHL ! B BN UK

Stan: Thanks! Happy Valentine’s Day to you, too! Uh,
Angela.

SRR BT RR R, Es

Angela: Yes?

LR AT 4R

Stan: Well, I... uh... got you a little something for
Valentine’s Day. Would you be my valentine®

SR B RE B NR TS S R4 A ALy,
FEEHBRAEAG?

Angela: How sweet! The flowers are beautiful! And you
know how much I love chocolate! Sure, I'd be honored to.

TN BRW XAEFERE) WEFARERE ZE N
T RERFELREB R NHAEA,

Stan: Would you like to go to the school party with me this
Saturday?

2 X EPARBENR—ESINEBELS,

Angela: Yes, I would. I'll lock forward to it.
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The American concept of love and romance begins with
dating. Young people date in several ways. At first they might
have group dates with several boys and girls together. Later, they
start going on single dates-just ane boy and one girl. Sometimes a
boy and a girl will go to a movie. Maybe they will go to a party at
a friend's house. Or they might go out to eat.
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When two couples go out together, we call it double dating.
A friend might even arrange a blind date for you with someone
you don't know. That doesn't mean you keep your eyes closed the
whole evening! You just don’t know who your partner will be
until the time for the date. H somecne asks you for any kind of
date, and you don’t want to go, you may politely say, “No,
thanks. "
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Jeff: Hi, Tanya! Boy, it's freezing today, isn’t it?

AR wg! HE,EX! SRKEAEW!

Tanya: You're not kidding! I’'m glad I'm wearing a hat and
gloves!

H: FRERRE  RAKERTHTRTFE!

Jeff: Yeah, you look warm all bundled up like that. Say, |
was wondering, would you like to go to the Valentine’s banquet
with me next week?

AKX B! HFBEIRAERRBEMN, RIEGEKT EMN
EARMBRESMBEATHES?

Tanya: Well, I really don’t think I can. I have other plans.
Thanks for asking, though.

A RERA{RDE L, RE B0, Fitid 23
BRI

Jeff: That's O. K. Mayhe some other time.

AR BER, UERRHLS!

Tanya: Yeah. Well, here comes my bus. See you later!

W REEXT ,BR!

Americans view dating differently from people in other
cultures. American young people see a date as a time just t¢ have
fun. They don’t always have a romantic interest in rnind.
Someone may go out with one person this week, and another
person the next. After a while, a boy and a girl may decide they
want to “go steady. ” This means they think of each other as



“boyiriend and girlfriend. 7 It also means they don't want o date
anyone else. Romance is beginning to bloom.
FREAFAL"HWARSHE TR, 2EMFBRAR
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Romantic love is very much a part of American culture.
Movies, TV shows and books in America all picture people falling
in love. Americans know that no romance is perfect, but siill they
try to find the ideal person. Actually, love is a part of every
culture, not just American culture. People all over the waorld
search for happiness in a loving relationship.

RERZE N —KHD, ZEMSE BB P2
AR ARERBE, EEANERA — 2R, B0
T3H AR FHREE A, FE L, BEREE —RC—
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Maybe love does make the world go around.
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“l do. " To Americans those wwo words carry great
meaning. They can even change your life. Especially if you say
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them at your own wedding. Making wedding vows is like sigming
a contract. Now Americans don’t really think marriage is a
business deal. But marriage is serious business.

“REERXTEWNEEATNSREFEREL, EHETU
BOEARR A A, R AR Y RE B O AL B X AR,
NP FRRRESRNES I TRY—#, REAFAZRICER
LEml s, HE, SERCRGTRNEE.

It all begins with engagement. Traditionally, a young man
asks the father of his sweetheart for permission to marry her. If
the father agrees, the man later proposes to her. Often he tries to

surprise her by “popping the question” in a romantic way.

ZEREMNITIEA G EE5 L, SR ASERMN LA
AR AV, R L T SRR, Z e TR M TR B
BARBHERFUY BB RA LR SRS ST H
HEo

Sometimes the couple just decides together that the time is
right to get married. The man usually gives his fiancee a diarmond

ring as a symbol of their engagement. They may be engaged for



weeks, months or even years. As the big day approaches, bridal
showers and bachelor’s parties provide many useful gifts. Today
many couples also receive counseling during engagement. This
prepares them for the challenges of married life.

ARERE T SRBACHECRHE, TEBTEE &
TR ERNLITER SR . AT GEITH/L 2R
H.EEJLE, SREMH FEIT, HALM X S MA IR E
HESHWFELEOILY. SEFTFEITBNE CAEITEN
SRS, X AN T B M e RS T Pk .

At last it’s time for the wedding. Although most weddings
follow long-held traditions, there's still room for American
individualism. For example, the usual place for a wedding is in a
church. But some people get married outdors in a scenic spot. A
few even have the ceremony while skydiving or riding on
horseback ! The couple may invite hundreds of people or just a few
close friends. They choose their own style of colors, decorations
and music during the ceremony. But some things rarely change.
The bride usually wears a beautiful, long white wedding dress.
She traditionally wears “ something old, something new,
something borrowed and something blue. ” The groom wears a
formal suit or tuxedo. Several close friends participate in the
ceremony as attendants, including the best man and the maid of

honer.

BRI T , RARZHBILIE R A US4,
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As the ceremony begins, the groom and his attendants stand
with the minister, facing the audience. Music signals the entrance
of the bride’s attendants, followed by the bheautiful bride.
Nervously, the young couple repeats their vows. Traditionally,
they promise to love each other “for better, for worse, for richer,
for poorer, in sickness and in health. ™ But sometimes the couple

has composed their own vows. They give each other a gold ring to

symbolize their marriage commitment. Finally the minister
announces the big moment: “I now pronounce you man and wife.
You may kiss your bride!”

ZMAL TR, 3 BEFO Ak BE FBOTE 2 A — AT, W WA,
SR, FRERAL, S HRIEE LM, FRE LN
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At the wedding reception, the bride and groom greet their
guests. Then they cut the wedding cake and feed each other a
bite. Guests mingle while enjoying cake, punch and other treats.
Later the bride throws her bouquet of flowers to a group of single
girls. Tradition says that the one who catches the bouquet will be

the next to marry. During the reception, playful friends
“decorate” the couple’s car with tissue paper, tin cans and a “Just
Married” sign. When the reception is over, the newlyweds run 1o
their “ decorated” car and speed off. Many couples take a
honeymoon, a one to two-week vacation trip, to celebrate their
NEeW marriage.

TEEEL L HBEHBIMERME, ROWEGEREH
HRBHA—H, RENEZEZSEE OB RETHEY
RIE—RZR, ZOHREELR N —HE Go &, F5E
PN L ERSRA T — R, BB L, B2EMNE A
RBENCFE AR ILE, EAEES, FEMMED
B AT R R AL S REH ST F S R E ST
A HR—ZER2BIMEE, KRR HE.

Almost every culture has rituals to signal a change in one’s
life. Marriage is one of the most basic life changes for people of all
cultures. So it's no surprise to find many traditions about getting

married. . . even in America. Yet each couple follows the
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traditions in a way that is uniquely their own.

JURB— R AR A (LR FR— T NE P RsE . 5
B F A LR AT E BB EA rE U2 — BT L2 FH
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BEHSHIR
MR3E ( The first sight)
— &% (Love at first sight)

I feel very attracted to him/her.
R BT,

1 turn as red as a beer.
RERRLI (RATR—#),

I blush.
B,

I get embarrassed and my face starts to turn red.
RELTHR,



My heart stops. /My heart flutters.
RO OBELFEELET,

I am spell bound.

I have butterflies in my stomach.

ENEFBEIAE,

He/She is breathtaking.
fil A R (b )13 S N8 At k.

He/She takes my breath away.
b RSN RE (M)A ABRS K.

1 get excited.

AR A -

[ {eel like being in & dream.
TR REMY —H.

I am turned on.
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BA A 1E P (Falling in love)

He/She is always on my mind.
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I can’t forget his/her face.
R B A

I am completely falling in love.

REARE P 5K

I am all choked up in love.
RMHBRAHER,

1 am totally choked up about him/her.
R /E R EHEAR RIER,

1 am love sick.

AT HER.

I am walking on air.
BNEFBBEA

I am bubbling over with happiness.
T H A BUBRARAD .
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I lcel as if the world was my [riend.

RREFHF I ARRICHH A

[ am tender hearted.

FHLTIRE,

He/She is my whole world.

il /IR 5 e

I am crazy about him/her.

EEA (L T

He/She is everything to me.
b AECA RN ER,

There is no comparision for me.

B FR RS R

;
I adore him/her.

RIFEBER /b

I only have eyes for him/her.

BRYER R a4t

I have a erush on him/her.
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I fall head over heels in love.

RO Z WIS,

s18A0 uGBMIag USIIBUT

She has maternal instincts.

RERATBYER AR,

He has paternal instincts,

L RA AR,

82 (Date)

H&BIBI— K (The day before the date)

I can’t wait to see him/her.

RAARFE LM,

I tremble with joy.

BWLER, NEBRE.

I have the hots for him/her.
BEER,

I tremble in anticipation.
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