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1. Overseas Chinese and Their

Occupations in the US.A. (I)

Do you know approximately how many Chinese
there are in the United States?

Just as a wild guess I would say about 400,000,
What do most overseas Chinese do in Americag
Most of them are in the restaurant and laundry
business. Of course there are college professors;
doctors, lawyers, engineers and other professionals,
but their number is limited.

Is it true that many of them live together in groups
in the same area known as Chinatowns?

Yes, it’s true especially in New York, San Francisco;
Chicago, Boston and Los Angeles.
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2. Overseas Chinese and Their

Occupations in the U.S.A. (ID

You said that most of the Chinese in America are
in the restaurant and laundry business. Are they
owners or workers?

In the laundry business, most of them are both
owners and workers. In other words, they own
their stores and work there at the same time.
What about the Chinese restaurants?

There are more employees than employers. Most of
the Chinese restaurants are formed by several part-
ners, among them, a manager, a cook and a waiter.
Are the Chinese restaurants patronized by the Chi-
nese or Americans?

Mostly by the Americans as there are only 400,000
Chinese among 250,000,000 Americans,
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3. Chinese Menu for Americans

I guess that the Chinese food served to the Ameri-
cans is somewhat different from that of the Chinese,
Isn’t it?

I think you are right. As a matter of fact, among
the Chinese dishes, some are liked by the Ameri-
cans and some ate not. So many of the Chinese
restaurants serve food adapted to the Americans’
taste and hence present a different menu.

What kind of Chinese food do the Americans like
most?

In a typical dinner they order wonton soup, bar-
becue spareribs, egg rolls, chicken chow mein, roast
pork, fried rice and egg foo young.

Do the Americans order any other kind of soup
besides wonton?

Besides wonton soup, they sometimes order egg
drop soup, rice or noodle soup.
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4. Two Types of Chinese Restaurants

A:

Do they ever request shark’s fin soup, bird’s nest
soup or winter melon soup?

They are only occasionally asked for by American
gourmets. There are not many Americans who know
these genuine delicacies.

In that case, there must be two different types of
Chinese restaurants: one for the Chinese and the
other for Americans. Right?

Yes, how right you are.

Suppose some Americans want to try genuine Chi-
nese dishes, how do they know what restaurant they
should go to?

Well, it’s simple. They should go to Chinatown or

to a restaurant recommended by Chinese,
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5. Chow Mein

You mentioned before that Americans like chow
mein. Does it resemble the real Chinese chow mein?
No. The noodles served are fried in deep-fat wuntil
brown instead of panfried.

Well, in that case, they are brittle and crisp. What
other foodstuffs are served with the brown crisp
noodles?

There are different kinds of chow mein, such as
chicken chow mein, pork chow mein, shrimp chow
mein, beef chow mein and subgum chow mein. So
it all depends on what they order.

Suppose they order chicken chow mein.

Well, for chicken chow mein the brown noodles are
masked with a mixture of shredded celery, onions,
bean sprouts and chopped chicken thickened with
corn starch,
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