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Basics of Culture
KKEBETR

There are many ractors that inrlence the culture of any
soclety; however, the physical environment, the 1ood people eat, the
1okas of great people, refigion, and political control may be the most
/mportant of these ractors ar the early svages or cultural
qevelopment.

Beginning with the physical environment, Japan's isolation (F%2)
has meant that there have been few foreigners and that the
population has been very homogeneous (B %#)). Also, the lack of
flat land and the small size of Japan's islands have resulted in a very
crowded living space. Living on islands with a wet climate, the
Japanese naturally developed a diet of rice and fish. Because
Buddhism (##) prohibits the killing of animals, eating meat was
traditionally faboo (% &). The growing of rice required group
cooperation, both in planting and harvesting, as well as sharing the




water. Earthquakes and typhoons (4 M) made cooperation even
more important. Thus, Japan's physical environment played a big role
in developing a strong sense of group spirit.

orth America ropeans arriv out 50 to
ind a sted conti ith a relati opulation o
ative Americans re very s ® thei 0

killed." The early government gave large pieces of land to settlers,
who had to develop them. Because the land was big, with few people,
the early North Americans needed to be ftough (*0% ® % #9)
individuals to survive. They cleared the land, grew crops such as
corn and wheat, raised animals like cattle, and hunted in the forests.
Most of these activities were performed by individuals and their
families. Therefore, compared to Japan, a group spirit never
developed. In fact, people became proud of their individual abilities
and differences. -

In addition to the physical environment, the influence of great
people has played an important role. Although people like Shotoku
Taishi®and Leyasu Tokugawa® have had a great influence on
Japanese culture, perhaps the person who has had the most impact
is Confucius (3,3 ), who lived in China 2,500 years ago. One of his
most important ideas was that everyone should know their place in
society. In this vertical ($4%% ##9) society, older people were
above younger people, teachers above students, men above women,
and so on. Higher ranking people were responsible for those lower
than them, but lower ranking people had to show respect and be
loyal to those above them. Other Confucian ideas that remain
strong in modern Japan are harmony, loyalty and perseverance (2
- ZR).

' Europeans who first settled in North America came from
. societies that already had ideas about individual freedoms, which
began with the ancient Greeks. During the Renaissance (X %, £. 28

@ be pushed off: #H &I
. @ Shotoku Taishi: ZBKT
® Leyasu Tokugawa: )1 ik




#), people such as Mar“rin Luther further encouraged individualism

that a idual's i 1y i or
mpgrfam‘ than the chgr-ghs Igggh ing.?! Thus, feudalism (3312 #4)

disappeared from Europe 500 years ago, while in Japan it
disappeared only in the last century. Leaders like Thomas Jefferson,
who supported the idea that all people are created equal, helped to
shape America into a more horizontal® society. Such ideas about
are ¢ osite to i Confucius
said a socml hierarchy (%48) is necessary to keep order in society.F!
Although there is still discrimination (%) in North America, the
people strongly dislike the idea of a vertical society.

The role of religion in North America is not as strong now
compared to the past, but many of the values in American society
come from Christianity (%% 4), which was brought with the early
settlers from Europe. The first settlers, called the Pilgrims (38 %
#), left England to find freedom to practice their own style of
Christianity. Later, scientific thought spread from England to
America and was welcomed by the early American church, which still
kept its basic Christian values such as fairness, equality and charity
(4&). It is said that Westerners still have these same religious
values and if a person does something against these values, he or
she may feel guilt. Therefore, America is said to have a “guilt"
culture®.

On the surface, both Buddhism and Shintoism (#i& 4%) seem to
have had a significant influence on Japanese culture. Temples and
shrines (#42) in every city are visited during festivals and special
occasions, and people usually have some kind of ancestor-worship
altar (%4 4,89%33) in their home. However, it is said that beneath
the surface, it is the values of the group that have most affected
the Japanese way of thinking. Unlike North American culture, Japan

is said to have a “"shame” culture®. This means that in Japan

@ horizontal: Ky, #EH, XEHFEELE M EENSEBNELLENLS.
@ guilt culture: JEFESCAL
® shame culture: HEE&3C L




b ior i tr ot so a ike fair i

s it is i rth American cultur t by t s of t )
This means that people feel shame when they go against the wishes
of the group.

Another very important factor in Japan's cultural development
has been political power. At various times in Japan's history, leaders
have had so much power that they were able to control new ideas or
stop them from entering. Japan's 215 year period when foreigners
could not enter is a good example of this. This type of control is still
felt today when public servants have to apply for permission to
leave town, even for a day trip. On the other hand, the first
European settlers in North America came from societies where
political leaders had much less control over ideas that entered their
countries. In North America now, the government or one's employer
has much less control over an individual's life compared to J apan.

In conclusion, many factors affect the way culture develops,
for example, the physical environment, the way of getting food,
great people, religion and political control. T| _h_es_e_f_qgj_o_rs_hg_yg_gle_n

i t ich i =
S ri indivi -ori

culture,® (1,019 words)

Sentence Translations for Reference

2 % iF A

(1] #EJLE, K% 500 FRIEKCH AKX A KRN B B0 R — H T H
AT RAKEY L3RR AN ORENERA, T80 M ST
LELER T

(2] EXZENE, UDT - BENREMANSE BB TIAE
OB, MERR, PAX (RR) NEEHBSHBNTEE.

B3] REFXFENMESLFREERMEE, BILTANHLS
R XA SRR,
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Naming Customs
MR IE

Naming cUstoms vary 170m soclety to soclety, Which can tell Us
something about cuiue.

Given Names

Who names the baby? Who gives a baby his or her name?
Naming customs are not the same in every society. In some societies,
the parents (mother and father) name the baby. But in others, the
grandparents or the godmother and godfather (special friends or
family members chosen by the parents) name the baby. In Greece,
the godmother or godfather names the baby. The parents hear the
baby's name at a religious ceremony at the church.

In some societies, the children have two given names. In these
societies, all of the girls or boys in a family may have the same first
name. For example, all the girls may have the name "Marie". It's the
_ first given name. The second given name is different: "Marie-Rose",

_ "Marie-Jeanne", "Marie-Christine". All the boys may have the same




first name "Jean", "Jean-Paul", *J ean-Christophe", "Jean-Pierre".

Religious Names

Where do religious names come from? In some cultures,
everyone has a religious name. Roman Catholics (* % #) and Greek
Orthodox (% iE4t) give the names of saints (% A) to their children.
“Teresa" (St. Teresa), "Anthony" (St. Anthony), “"Nikos" (St.
Nicholas). Jews choose names from the Bible: "Adam", “Rebecca”.
Moslems( %8 &7 #4.) choose names from the Koran (T24):
*Mohammed”, "Ali",

The Meanings of Given Names

What do given names mean? In some cultures, given names have
special meanings. The Chinese name "hao" means "good". The Chinese
name “Le" means “happiness" or “joy". The name “hao le" has a very
positive (good) meaning in Chinese culture. People think names with
positive meanings bring their children good luck in their lives.

Namesakes

Who is a namesake (F1.%#% ) ? Sometimes parents give children
the same name as a relative or friend. For example, a boy and his
grandfather may both have the given name, "William". A girl may
have her grandmother’s name, her godmother's name, or an aunt's
name. The boy is the namesake of his grandfather, The girl is the
amesake o randmother, godmother, or aunt. It is an honor
or a person to have a namesake.™

Restrictions on Given Names

What name can you choose? In some countries, a child must
have a traditional name from that culture. For example, in France
and Belgium, parents have to choose a common name from the past.
A couple (man and a woman) in France wanted to name their
daughter "Daisy", but they didn't because "Daisy" is not a traditional
French name.

In other countries, you can give your child any name. There are
no restrictions at all. In the United States, parents may choose any
name for a child, or they can make a new name. In the state of




Ll 1 | |
records.™ For example, one child was named “Pepsi” and another was
named “"Coke". In Mississippi, the parents of a baby girl named her
“Glory Hallelujah". In another state, one couple had five sons (boys)
before their daughter (girl) was born, and they were very happy to
have a daughter at last. They named their daughter “Atlanta"—
meaning "at last a girl" or "at last we have a girl!"

Origin of Given Names

In very early times each person had only one name, the given
name. When society was organized in small #ribal/ (3¢i%) groups, a
single given name was enough. As civilized communities® grew,
however, there were many people with the same name, and so
people began to add some qualification®. At first this was usually
the name of the father. In the New Testament®, for example, is
found James the son of Zebedee®. Another qualification was the
name of a person's birthplace, as Joseph of Arimathea. These
qualifications enabled people to distinguish one James or Joseph
from another.®
family names. or surnames.” In the early Roman Republic citizens
had a forename and a second name, which was not a surname as it
is known today. There were fewer than 20 forenames, among them
Gaius, Marcus, Quintus, Publius, and Titus. These were used by
one's closest associates® and family members. The name that
followed was hereditary (4 %)) in each group of families, or clan.
Examples include Claudius, Fabius, Julius, Lucius, Tullius, and a
few others. Because both types of names were restricted, some
of the wealthier old families started using a hereditary name,
called a cognomen (& ¥ % A~#344). Thus Roman names eventually

@ civilized communities: highly developed stage of social organization 3CBi#: 4
@ qualification: limits fRE, &4

@ New Testament: §EZ2) i (FALH), BFEXXHRAFEDER.
@ Zebedee: TLLK, (XL TAEE) FRAY.

® associates: people connected with others, esp. in work [ETF, {kf¥



